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It is the policy of the Mitchell School District to: 

 Ensure the immediate enrollment of children or youth experiencing homelessness until all 
enrollment records may be secured, i.e. academic records, medical records, proof of 
residence, or other documentation. 

 Keep a child or youth experiencing homelessness in the school of origin, except when doing 
so is contrary to the wishes of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian. 

 To the extent possible, ensure the elimination of stigmatization or segregated services and 
the elimination of other identified barriers for homeless children and youth. 

 Provide children or youth experiencing homelessness with services comparable to services 
offered to other students in the school including the following: 
 

1. Transportation services. 
 

2. Educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility criteria, such as 
services provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 of similar State or local programs, education programs for children with 
disabilities, and education programs for students with limited English proficiency. 

 
3. Programs in vocational and technical education. 

 
4. Programs for gifted and talented students. 

 
5. School nutrition programs. 

Complaints arising from District implementation of this policy may be filed under the provisions below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6/10/2019 revision adds a complaint procedure and complaint form to this policy, as recently prescribed by recommendation from the 
SDDOE. 
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Procedure for Filing and Resolving Complaints Involving Educational Services to Students 

Experiencing Homelessness: 

 

The Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) reauthorizes the McKinney-Vento Homeless 

Assistance Act Subtitle VII Section 722(g)(1)(C)(42U.S.C. 11431-11434A). This law requires 

the South Dakota Department of Education to adopt procedures for resolving disputes regarding 

certain decisions made by school districts pertaining to students experiencing homelessness.  

This section of Mitchell School District Board Policy 119 explains how to file a complaint 

involving such matters at the local level and how to appeal decisions regarding such to the state 

level. 

 

Step 1:  Parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth files a complaint for resolution to the Mitchell 

School District through the district liaison, the Mitchell Middle School principal, or the 

superintendent of schools.  

 

A. Such a dispute must involve one or more of three areas: 

1. Eligibility:  The school district failed to identify my child, youth, or, in the case of 

unaccompanied youth, myself, as homeless under the McKinney-Vento statute. 

By failing to make identification, the rights of the student experiencing 

homelessness were not protected.  Under the law, a homeless student is allowed 

immediate enrollment regardless of missing school records, proof of residency, 

immunization and other required health records, lack of a parent or guardian, or 

other documentation. 

2. School Selection:  The school district failed to allow my child or youth or, in the 

case of an unaccompanied youth, myself, to continue to attend the school of 

origin based on ‘best interest’ and the wishes of the parent, guardian, or, in the 

cases of unaccompanied youth, myself.  Under ‘school selection’ requirements, 

the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth shall have the option of attending 

the school of origin or the local attendance area school. 

3. Immediate Enrollment and/or Full Participation:  The school district failed to 

immediately enroll and/or allow the student to fully participate.  Immediate is 

defined as ‘without delay.’ Full participation is attending classes immediately, 

even if the school has not yet received school records, special education records, 

immunization or other health documents.  The child or youth should be provided 

full participation, on the same basis as other students, in school activities.   

B. The dispute shall be filed in writing, utilizing the dispute procedure attached at the 

end of this policy.   

Step 2: Upon receipt of the written dispute/complaint, the superintendent or his/her designee 

shall investigate, within one week, the circumstances of the complaint and render a decision, 

within two weeks, after receipt of the complaint. 

A. The superintendent will notify the complainant of the decision in writing.  

B. The complainant will be allowed one week to react to the decision before it becomes 

final. 



Step 3: The complainant will either accept or disagree with the decision and will provide such 

acknowledgement in writing, addressed to the superintendent. 

Step 4: If the issues is not resolved with the superintendent, the complaint will be forwarded to 

the Mitchell Board of Education for further review. 

A. The parent or guardian or unaccompanied youth shall be provided with a written 

explanation of the district’s decision including the rights of the parent, guardian, or 

youth to appeal the decision.  

Step 5: If the matter remains unresolved, the parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth may 

appeal the complaint to the South Dakota Department of Education for review. Such a complaint 

may be filed with:  South Dakota Department of Education, McKinney-Vento State 

Coordinator’s Office, Office of Educational Services and Supports, 800 Governor Drive, Pierre, 

SD  57501. Phone: 605.773.5669.  Fax: 605.773.3782.  
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