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An often-overlooked group of individuals in our district is the paraprofessionals 
in each of our buildings.  There are endless specific ways in which our 
educational support personnel provide critical and crucial assistance to our 
students, our teachers, and other school personnel.  While never seeking the 
limelight, these individuals function in capacities such as small group 
interventions, assisting with some of our special needs population, supporting 
our offices and libraries, riding on buses, supervising children, and a myriad of 
other tasks that likely go unnoticed and without which our schools could not 
function.  Mahatma Gandhi said, “In a gentle way, you can shake the world.” 
Our paraprofessionals are gently shaking the world of our schools every day.
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4th Graders Working Together to Reach Consensus...

4th 
Graders 
Restating 
Prompts...
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5th Graders 
Collaborate to Get 
the Right Answers...

5th Graders Teach 
Others
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Indian Hill Buddy Bench Dedication

It was an exciting day at Indian Hill.  We celebrated the installation of our new Buddy Bench with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony!  Ms. JoAnn and a Preschool Student cut the ribbon together.  The Buddy 
Bench is a place where children can sit when they feel lonely during recess, signaling other 
students to ask them to play.  Ms. Amanda helped us learn about the Buddy Bench.  Here is what 
we want the students to remember about the Buddy Bench: 

o Before you sit on the Buddy Bench, think of something you would like to do and ask 
someone else to play with you. 

o *Only sit there if you can't find anyone to play with. 
o *While you are sitting on the bench, look around for a game you can join. 
o *If you are sitting on the Buddy Bench, play with the first classmate who invites you. 

The teachers have assigned Buddy Bench Monitors as a classroom job!  Our monitors are watching 
the bench while they play and will invite friends to play if they are sitting there.  We are very grateful to 
District 128 PFA for funding the purchase of our new Buddy Bench!  We are thankful that Ms. Jo Ann 
Weber introduced the idea to the Indian Hill Staff!  Our goal is for Recess to always be friendly and 
inclusive.		
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Some of you may be wondering why we had the 
Palos Heights Police in front of Indian Hill this morning! 
Good News!  It was Elise's Ride to School!  Elise is one 
of our preschoolers, and she won the PFA Raffle at the 
Harlem Wizards Game to get a ride to school in a 
police car!

What a fun way to get to school!  And on her 
birthday!  Happy Birthday, Elise!

Take a look!  Thank you PFA!

Elise's Ride to School!
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Kindergarten growing caterpillars and seeds 
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The Parent Advisory Committee has openings for two new people 
to join.  If you are interested in being considered to be on the 

parent advisory committee, please email Dr. Green at 
dgreen@palos128.org.  The deadline to throw your name into the 
hat is Tuesday, April 18th at 8:00 am.  If there are more than two 
people who show interest, I will draw names again.  Thank you in 

advance for your willingness to serve in this capacity. 
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4th Grade Students 
using IPADS for a 
Project about the 
State of Illinois
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In response to parent concerns regarding homework, the 
following message was sent to IJHS staff.

There continues to be a misconception in our 
community that Independence has a no homework 
policy.  I'm not sure where this stems from, but it needs 
to be clarified that we have no such policy.  The only 
mention of a homework policy can be found in the 
staff policy and procedure manual that was distributed 
at the start of the school year and refers to student 
absences and parental homework requests.  

Homework continues to be a necessary component to 
the school day as students require practice of skills 
learned in class.  As a staff we decided to include 
homework as a behavioral grade during our 
conversations last year because of the value we 
placed on it.  Teachers continue to be encouraged to 
provide whatever homework/practice is deemed 
necessary to support student learning.
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Registration...

When you do your registration on 
SchoolInsight and if you do not see 
ALL of your children listed, please 
contact Mr. Hupp, our district 
technology director so that he can 
fix the problem.  It only takes him a 
few minutes, once he is notified of 
an issue

His contact information is 
mhupp@palos128.org

Thank you -


