
PALOS HEIGHTS 128 eNEWS

February 10, 2017 VOL. 28

PreK
 FAMILY TILE NIGHT

February 13, 2017
6:00 PM

In this Issue:
Town Hall Meeting,

IJHS Students Speak Out,
Navajo Math Camp,

 PFA Family Fun Night,
and More… 

PRESIDENTS' DAY
February 20, 2017

NO SCHOOL

PFA FAMILY FUN
NIGHT

Harlem Wizards @
Shepard High School

February 25, 2017



VOL. 28February 10, 2017

Don’t be misguided by the title!  This past week, I met with a group of students to discuss their concerns that they 
do not feel that they are well prepared for high school.  This group consisted of primarily eighth graders, with one 
seventh grader.

      The number one reason had nothing to do with being academically prepared, but rather time management; 
as they believe they are not prepared for the amount of homework certain high schools hand out.  Allegedly, 
they give out over three hours/night.  I also heard, “My cousin gets 300 math problems over the weekend,” and “
500 problems over winter break.” After hearing this, I raised the scenario that if I get question 1 wrong, I 
potentially now just did 299 more problems incorrectly - what did I learn?  There is a belief that practice does not 
make perfect; however, perfect practice can. I followed this up with the importance of feedback and the 
comments from their peers that they have felt they’ve learned more with less homework and more teacher 
support in the classroom.  I further added that most high schools, D218 included, have programs where students 
can receive homework help from a qualified professional and that certain high parochial high schools are 
currently reviewing their homework policies because they do not match up with what is expected in college.

     Students also shared that they were not properly prepared for science in high school.  One specific area was 
that in high school they need to memorize terms and tables, such as the periodic table, and they don’t do that 
here.  The Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) welcomes a shift towards an inquiry-based curriculum that 
encourages the application of science and engineering practices through the development of models and 
experimentation rather than rote memorization.  During my conversation with students, they were able to discuss 
in detail the models they’ve created in our science classes and combining atoms & molecules; certainly 
demonstrating their application of knowledge versus rote memorization.

     However, I wanted another perspective on science, so I sought out the District 218 curriculum director for 
science.  For the past several years, our teachers have worked with the person who previously held this position in 
structuring our curriculum to meet the new challenges of NGSS.  She happened to be one of the authors of the 
new Illinois science standards, thus an expert in the field.  At the high school level, students are expected to be 
able to communicate results from labs, experiments, data tables, etc.  The curriculum is also article based, rather 
than textbook, where students should be expected to cite sources and use evidence appropriately to support an 
argument or conclusion.  Looking at this particular eighth grade class, the vast majority of students were 
recommended for Honors Biology going into Freshmen year at Shepard High School.  Looking at the past two 
years from freshmen and sophomore year at Shepard, of all students enrolled in Honors/AP Science classes, all of 
them have received passing grades; and of those science teachers, there have been zero concerns raised about 
student preparedness in science from IJHS.  Further, the IJHS science department has spent the last several years 
attending conferences, science teacher events, and networking with science educators in the Chicagoland area 
to remain current in science instruction.

     My biggest takeaway was not being prepared for high school, but being prepared for future careers and 
college.  Students mentioned it might be helpful if eighth graders could receive a list of advice or shared 
experiences that would help them prepare for college.  We also discussed a career day that allowed our 
students to hear about a wide range of careers and the education required so students going into high school 
might have more guidance regarding certain electives or course selection.  Might be something worth looking 
into for the future…

    At the end of the day, if this is why students feel like they are not prepared for high school, then I can’t help 
but feel how well prepared they truly are!  In the meantime, we will continue to review and evaluate our programs 
to ensure the best opportunities for all students.

Why Aren't Our Students Prepared for High School
by Kevin Kirk
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Navajo

Students in 4th and 5th 
grade are participating in 
a math camp run by Mrs. 
Duignan and Ms. 
Holman.This is a weekly 
after school program that 
will focus on strengthening 
math facts and skills of the 
standards taught this year. 
The fifth grade students 
had a scavenger hunt 
focusing on deepening 
their understanding of 
place value, while the 4th 
grade students played a 
game of "spoons" working 
on math fluency. 

4th Graders
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Math Camp Comes to 
Navajo

5th Graders

These are the 5th 
grade students from 
Math Camp going on 
a scavenger hunt. They 
were working on and 
understanding place 
value.
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In English Language Arts, 7th grade students are 
currently in their Literary Analysis Unit. They are 
identifying and analyzing the conflict of two stories 
using textual evidence, then reporting their 
findings in a formal essay. 
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Indian Hill Author Celebration
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Chess Club is in full swing at IJHS! This year 
we have record enrollment--with 50 kids 
signed up. That's roughly 1 in 5 students 
playing chess! Some have been studying 
the game very diligently and are playing 
at a high level. Mr. Maholland has had to 
up his own game in order to keep up!

Independence Jr. 
High School 
Chess Club
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2nd grade is working on our Nonfiction Reading unit in Schoolwide!  
We are excited to read about different topics, to note the different 
types of nonfiction text we read, and to use nonfiction reading 
strategies to better understand the text.  One strategy we are using 
is the KWL chart to help us organize our thoughts (what we know, 
what we want to know, what we learned).  2nd grade classes did 
this on the iPads with an app called Sticky.  Students worked in 
groups, and then we were able to share a few of them on the 
board all together.

2nd Grade Reading
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Art students have been 
elbow deep in clay! 7th 
and 8th graders are 
wrapping up their 
ceramic sculpture 
projects. There has been 
a lot of creative, detailed 
work! We are looking 
forward to seeing the 
finished, glazed products.
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3rd Grade Students Assess 
their Learning

3rd Grade Guided 
Math and Fractions 
Lessons
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Indian Hill 
Student Activities
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Did you know that the district has a communications 
committee comprised of teacher representatives from each 
building and all administrators, that meets periodically to 
discuss issues related to operations of the district?  The goal of 
the committee is to provide a forum for teachers to share ideas 
and thoughts they may have around certain topics.  The 
ultimate goal is to continue to build collaborative relationships 
and give stakeholders greater voice and choice when possible.
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With just a few months left, our National Board Group is getting closer to the finish 
line towards completing two of the four components needed to become nationally 
board certified.   It has been an interesting journey about reflecting on what we 
have learned as educators and what our students have learned, while pushing 
ourselves outside of our comfort zones in and outside of the classroom. 
 
We started this process motivated to improve and grow in our teaching; however, 
now, we are really inspired by conversing with others in the group.  Every month, 
we meet—all of us teach different subjects and grade levels—and look at new 
ways to improve our teaching while reflecting on the experience and how today’s 
students learn best. Our group is lead by Julie Matula, who is a National Board 
Certified Teacher. Having someone like Julie, who is familiar with the process, 
makes all of us feel like we can do it; and she is here to support us. Whether it is 
having a teaching partner who is going through this process with me, having a 
support group to meet with, or receiving help from the administration, without this 
help in one form or another, it has made this a successful journey.
 
We have four components to finish in two years.  Currently, we are working and 
reflecting on the subject we teach and how to teach this subject to students 
through Component 2: Differentiation in Instruction and thinking systematically 
about our practice and learning from the experience through Component 4: 
Effective and Reflective Practitioner.  Even though some days seem longer than 
others while we all are just trying to get through this process, I realize that—yes, we 
are learning something—but more importantly—together we will somehow get this 
done.

The National Board cohort has allowed me to reflect upon my teaching.  This 
refection has allowed me to see the evaluation process differently.  Instead of 
thinking about what I can do in the lesson to be excellent teacher, I think about 
how my students can achieve excellence in the lesson.  I have now looked at the 
end of a lesson as a way for students to give me feedback on what they learned 
and they are monitoring their learning by letting me know what was difficult for 
them or if they need to be challenged further.

(Thoughts from two teachers in the National Board Cohort)
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that there was positive press for Palos Heights 
#128 this fall?

An article in the Daily Southtown recognized 
District #128's high achievement on PARCC 
(Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 
College and Careers) tests. District #128 has 
maintained one of the areas highest overall 
scores for the two years of PARCC testing.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/dai-
ly-southtown/news/ct-sta-best-southland-ele-
mentary-schools-st-1101-20161031-story.html

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/news/ct-sta-best-southland-elementary-schools-st-1101-20161031-story.html
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TOWN HALL MEETING

I am sending this newsletter out a day early 
as a reminder for the town hall meeting.

The 2nd town hall meeting of the school year 
will be held tonight from 6 - 7 p.m. in the 
Navajo gymnasium.  We have had a few 
questions already submitted that will be 
addressed, in addition to revisiting some 
questions from the November town hall 
meeting.  You are also able to write your 
question down on a notecard at the 
meeting; and if it is not something that has 
already been discussed, we will be sure to 
answer that question as well.

We look forward to seeing some of you 
tonight at Navajo.


