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PreK & 
KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION
February 8, 2017
7:30 AM & 1 PM

PLC EARLY
DISMISSAL 1:30 PM

February 8, 2017

PRESIDENTS' DAY
February 20, 2017

NO SCHOOL

Indian Hill 
Welcomes our 
Preschoolers!

In this Issue:

Students' Activities,
Transportation Reminder,

 Harlem Wizrds
and More… 
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As a reminder, parents of 1st and 2nd grade students 
SHOULD be at the bus stop waiting for their child to 
get off the bus, due to their age and maturity.  We 
have instructed drivers to return the children to the 
school if a parent/sibling is not there for these young 
students and/or there is no older sibling getting off 
the bus with them.  If your child is older than 2nd 
grade, but you are unsure that he/she is clear on 
their stop, please make sure you or someone else is 
there to guide them.  Bottom line is: make sure that 
your child is confident in identifying his/her bus stop 
in the event of a substitute driver.  Most districts and 

bus companies have experienced a shortage of 
drivers this year, so we are seeing a lot more 
substitutes than we have previously.  We will continue 
to do our part to be proactive and insure our 
students are safe.
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THANKS, MARK!

Our Technology Director, Mark Hupp, won a trivia 
contest through one of our vendors, Four Point 0.  The 
prize is an iPad charging cart, and Mark is graciously 
donating the cart to the District!  The cart will be used in 
the next school year as a charging station for 
Independence Jr. High students.  The Independence 1:1 
program will change in the 2017-2018 school year from a 
MacBook Air laptop to an iPad for each student.  
Making this change will allow more iPads throughout 
and will better support the District's curriculum.

Charging Cart
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PreK Activities

In PreK, we are doing a study of 
Winter.  Here are some pictures 
of our Snowman masks that we 
made after reading the book, 
Snowmen At Night by Caralyn 
Buehner.  As part of our 
discussion, each child 
commented on what they 
thought snowmen did at night.  
At dismissal, the kids were 
thrilled when we told their 
parents that we only had 
snowkids here to dismiss!  They 
came out incognito as 
snowmen!  We also recently put 
our sensory skills to the 
challenge finding the Polar 
animals that we have been 
studying in shaving cream.  
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Third graders completing a math lesson requiring team work to 
visually show various fractions using different materials. 

Third Grade Math
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PreK and EC Language and 
Movement Co- Teaching 

Group. 
In this group, we ice skated 
on wax paper, used our 
fine motor skills to blow 
snow balls into the 
snowman's mouth and also 
got to throw snowballs. 
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Best of luck to all ELL students in the 
district taking ACCESS for ELLs 2.0.  
This is an English language 
proficiency assessment administered 
to Kindergarten through 12th grade 
students who have been identified 
as English language learners (ELLs). It 
is given annually in member states 
to monitor students' progress in 
acquiring academic English.
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On January 8th, 2017, the 
Independence cheerleaders 
competed at the ICCA 
Championships in Springfield, 
Illinois. They placed 5th out of 
16 teams in the Medium Jr. 
High division. They continue to 
cheer at the boys basketball 
games and will wrap up their 
season at the conference 
"Cheerfest" competition on 
February 22nd. 
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IJHS Environmental and Outdoor Adventure Club FIELD TRIP
On Saturday, February 11th, the Environmental Club is going to the 
Garfield Park Conservatory.  Students will be visiting the 
conservatory, learning about the architecture and history, learning 
about the plants within the conservatory, doing a scavenger hunt, 
seeing all exhibits, and having lunch at a restaurant.  Ms. Boulukos 
is looking forward to a fun day in the city with an outstanding 
group of 6th-8th graders!

IJHS Track Team is hitting its stride!
A very disciplined group of runners has been participating in track 
and field conditioning practices for IJHS!  The practices are held on 
Tuesdays until official practices begin in March. The recreation center 
has enabled the team to practice at its indoor track facility, which is 
much appreciated!  In order to do track, students need to submit 
their physical form, insurance waiver, concussion form, and $30 
activity fee by March 15th.  Coaches Woods, Rolla, Gabriel and 
Boulukos are looking forward to an outstanding season!

8th grade science
In cooperation with the ELA department, 8th graders are crafting 
argumentative essays based on a National Geographic article entitled "DNA 
Revolution."  This interdisciplinary collaboration covers 8th grade standards 
on creating arguments and using strong reasoning to support claims as well 
as standards for reading objectively.  It also addresses the middle school 
Next Generation Science Standards within Heredity- Inheritance and 
Variation in Traits for the 8th grade curriculum.  With activities like these, 
students can grapple with difficult concepts in science text while applying 
writing skills and learning the importance of writing outside of the ELA 
classroom. Ms. Peters, Mrs. Meskimen, Mr. Piersma, and Ms. Boulukos are 
quite impressed by the progress of these hardworking 8th grade students.


