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Indian Hill Happenings

Dr. Green was our Preschool Teacher!!  It was a 
fun morning with Dr. Green in Ms. Lori’s class.
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Staley the Bear, from the Chicago Bears, came to talk to 
us about bullying.  His message included ways to combat 
bullies including: Stop and Walk, Stick Up For What’s Right, 
Include Don’t Exclude, Adults Can Help, and RESPECT.  
These themes are also presented in each classroom 
weekly with our social worker, Mrs. Amanda Pearson, 
while she presents Second Step lessons.

Indian Hill Happenings (cont.)
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Everything to do Math on iPads.
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First graders read each other's 
books that they wrote and 
illustrated themselves.  Then 
they wrote down the thing they 
were most proud of in their 
book.  Finally, they got to read 
their books to the class with 
drum rolls and applause for a 
job well done.

First Grade Authors
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Nothing 
Better than a 
Holiday 
Concert!
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PFA (Parent Faculty Association)

The PFA is an organization that is comprised of parents and 
staff members in District #128.  Palos Heights #128 has a 
strong association that is well supported by both parents 
and staff (although we would always like more!).  PFA does 
many things on behalf of D#128.  The PFA finds things for 
our students that fall outside of the normal district budget. 
The PFA makes room parties and some assemblies possible. 
The PFA provides such extras as playground equipment at 
the younger grades and Lego robots for the junior high 
kids.  PFA supports various activities and memberships that 
our students are involved in such as Rachel's Challenge at 
IJHS.  Without the work of the PFA, so many of the 'extra' 
opportunities for our children would not become a reality.

PFA is seeking your input and involvement.  If you have 
thoughts regarding events for students, fundraising, or other 
thoughts about how the PFA could improve, please send 
an email (with your name and contact information) to Jill 
Curtin, PFA president, at jillcurtin@comcast.net.

We look forward to hearing from you!



December 21, 2016 VOL. 25

Second Grade Students Measure 
Lines in Inches and Centimeters
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Meet Our Staff…

We have a Great Staff!

 Anthony Marinello

    Anthony Marinello 
   STEM Teacher

Independence Jr. High

Amanda Buresh,
Paraprofessional, 

Navajo 

Amanda Buresh

1. The position I hold is 6-8th grade S.T.E.M. 
Teacher, and this is my first year in District 128.

2. I grew up in Orland Park and still live there 
now.

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is hanging out with my family and 
friends.

4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be a 
zoologist.

5. Growing up, my mother was an important 
influence in my life.   

1. The position I hold is interventionist, and 
this is my second year.

2. I grew up in the LaPorte, IN and now live 
in Tinley Park.

3. My favorite way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon is relaxing with my 
family.

4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be 
hmmm...maybe a nurse.

 5. Growing up, my family was an important 
influence in my life.
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Ms. Holman's 4th grade class 
digging for fossils.They were 
practicing speaking 
knowledgeably about a topic and 
communicating their ideas about 
how land has changed over time 
using fossil evidence. 

Fossils
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Indian	Hill	Early	Learning	Center	
12800	S.	Austin	Ave.	Palos	Heights 

 

Preschool	and	Kindergarten	Registration	
 

February	8,	2017 
7:30-10:00	AM	and	1:00-6:30	PM	

Official	Birth	Certificate	and	Proof	of	Residence	must	be	provided	at	the	
time	of	registration.		Proof	of	Residence	must	include	mortgage/lease,	

Drivers	License	or	State	ID,	and	2	utility	bills.	
For	more	information:	www.palos128.org	or	 

Call	Indian	Hill	at	(708)	597-1285	
 

FULL DAY AND HALF DAY PRESCHOOL AVAILABLE! 
 

Preschool	Preview	Days	at	Indian	Hill	
January	13,	January	20,	January	27,	and	February	3 

at	10:00	AM	and	2:00	PM 
 

Saturday	Preschool	Preview	on	
February	4th	10:00-11:00	AM 
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First Grade 
Play Rehearsal
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PARENT	AMBASSADOR	COMMITTEE

We	have	started	a	district	ambassador	committee	with	approximately	15	
parents	representing	all	 four	schools.	 	This	committee	will	be	 looking	to	
identify	strengths,	weaknesses,	opportunities,	and	threats	of	the	district;	how	
to	provide	input	on	decision	making	related	to	addressing	these	 issues;	and	
how	to	best	communicate	 information	to	students,	parents,	and	community.	 	
Our	first	meeting	will	be	held	on	January	17th.	 	With	their	permission	I	have	
listed	the	current	members	of	the	committee	as	well	as	their	email	so	that	you	
can	contact	them	if	you	wish.

	 	 Jenn	Svevo		 	 	 jennroxx7@aol.com
	 	 Karen	Wright	 	 	 kphoebej@hotmail.com
	 	 Christina	Serdar		 	 christinaserdar@att.net
	 	 Brian	Bernsee	 	 	 bbernsee@outlook.com
	 	 Holly	Haseman	 	 	 oxenfree1@aol.com
	 	 Mike	Gilhooly	 	 	 mgilh123@hotmail.com
	 	 Bill	Grady	 	 	 	 bgrady24@comcast.net
	 	 Julie	Baffi	 	 	 	 baffi6837@gmail.com
	 	 Sheila	Dix	 	 	 	 lyonss11@comcast.net
	 	 Steve	Foertsch	 	 	 stevenfoertsch5@gmail.com
	 	 Sharon	Migacz	 	 	 smmigacz@aol.com
	 	 Christine	Prohaska	 	 christinepro@sbcglobal.net
	 	 Kim	Funk	 	 	 	 kimprohaska@hotmail.com
	 	 Gary	McLeod	 	 	 garymacleod@hotmail.com

Thank	you	to	everyone	who	volunteered	to	serve	on	this	committee.	 	 It	 is	
great	to	see	so	many	families	who	want	to	serve	this	wonderful	school	district.	 	
A	big	thank	you	to	those	of	you	whose	names	were	drawn.	 	They	agreed	to	
participate	even	after	hearing	about	the	work	involved	and	also	agreed	to	
publish	their	name	and	email.	 	THANK	YOU	AMBASSADORS!
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Recently	IJHS	administered	a	survey	to	all	students	 in	order	to	find	out	what	
questions	or	concerns	students	had	around	a	variety	of	topics.	 	After	
tabulating	the	results	of	the	survey,	some	of	the	IJHS	staff	are	holding	focus	
groups	with	students	 in	order	to	ask	further	questions	as	well	as	help	answer	
some	of	the	questions	and	concerns	students	had.	 	 	Some	of	these	meetings	
were	held	before	the	winter	break,	but	most	will	occur	after	break.	 	A	huge	
thank	you	to	Kevin	Kirk	and	Heather	Meskimen	who	created	the	survey,	
organized	the	results,	established	the	focus	groups,	and	are	meeting	with	the	
focus	groups.	 	Despite	the	time	intensiveness	of	this	endeavor,	the	
information	gathered	and	addressed	makes	it	all	worth	the	effort.

Below	are	some	of	the	results.

• 80%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	enjoy	coming	to	IJHS	
	 and	they	feel	welcome
• 95%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	know	what	 is	 	
	 expected	of	them	in	the	classroom
• 65%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	are	given	specific	 	
	 feedback	on	how	to	improve	in	class
• 75%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	know	what	their	 	
	 grades	mean
• 70%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	can	achieve	a	“4”	on	a	
	 particular	standard
• 63%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	are	prepared	for	high	
	 school
• 74%	of	students	agree	or	strongly	agree	that	they	receive	enough	 	
	 homework	each	night	 in	order	to	achieve	academic	success
• All	of	the	questions	had	opportunity	for	students	to	add	comments
• Some	open	ended	questions	included:
 o What	are	your	thoughts	on	80	minute	block	of	math
 o What	are	your	thoughts	on	80	minute	block	of	ELA
 o What	have	you	been	most	excited	about	this	year
 o What	have	you	been	most	concerned	about	this	year


