
Seneca Schools Winter Newsletter 2022

Important Upcoming Dates

Early Release: 11/11 @1:30pm
3 week progress: 2/9
Board of Education Meeting: 2/16 7pm
Subdistrict Forensics: 2/21 @4pm Prairie du Chien High School
6 week progress: 3/2 @8pm
Middle School Solo and Ensemble: 3/5 Riverdale High School
ACTs: 3/8 @8am
Wellness Day: 3/9 all day
High School Solo and Ensemble: 3/12 Boscobel High School
No school: 3/18
District Forensics: 3/19 @9am Platteville High School
Board of Education Meeting: 3/21 @7pm
End of 3rd quarter/Early release: 3/25 @1:30pm
State Forensics: 4/9 @2:30pm DeForest High School
3 week progress: 4/14
No school/Spring Break: 4/15, 4/18, 4/19
Board of Education Meeting: 4/18 @7pm
Junior Prom: 4/30
Early release and teacher inservice: 4/3 @1:30pm
Large Group Ensemble: 5/4 @6pm Ithaca High School
6 week progress: 5/5
Student Council and FBLA Blood Drive: Seneca Town Hall 5/11 12:30pm-5:30pm
Board of Education Meeting: 5/16 @7pm
8th Grade Graduation: 5/25 @7:30pm
Last Day of School/Early release: 5/27 @1:30pm
High School Graduation: 5/27 @8pm

School Selects Mascot: "Royals"

At the school board meeting Monday, January 17, the Board selected the mascot "Royals".
The two finalists were "Storm" and "Royals".  307 community members, students, and
sta� voted on the two final selections; "Royals" received 61.6% of the votes, "Storm"
received 38.4% of the votes.



At the beginning of this process in November, 238 community members, students, and
alumni nominated 87 separate mascot ideas..  That list was narrowed down to 6
semifinalists, from which the two finalists were voted on and selected.

The school will now select a logo to go with the "Royals" mascot, using a similar process.
Thanks to all who were involved in the process, and Go Royals!

Art Club Field Trip to Crazen Art Museum

This fall, the Seneca High School Art Club traveled to Madison to visit the Crazen Art
Museum. Three students attended, what is usually, the annual trip.

S.H.A.R.E. Contributions for 2022
The S.H.A.R.E. (Students Helping Area Resistance

E�orts) Youth Leadership Group from Seneca High School

recently conducted their 25th Annual “Holiday Gift Basket

Project'' in December. For this project, Seneca's youth group

requested donations from area businesses, organizations, and

individuals to help pay for baking supplies and other items

that are placed in each of the baskets. Much of the last part of November and the first week

in December are spent gathering the many donations by area businesses.



On December 11th, 13 student leaders and 4 adults

conducted their baking day for the Gift Basket Project. On

that day, we baked over 2,916 cookies and 237 loaves of

banana and

pumpkin bread

for the baskets.

Starting on

December 13th,

SHARE

members delivered 204 baskets over the next 6

days to senior citizens and community members

who were experiencing hardships during this

past year. Areas in Crawford County covered with

this project included Seneca, Eastman, Lynxville,

Gays Mills, Steuben, Fairview, Ferryville, and

many rural locations around the county.

Crawford County Meals-On-Wheels also helped

to deliver 36 of the baskets to clients along their

routes. The SHARE student members and adult

leaders would

like to thank all

who donated to

this wonderful

project, especially the Seneca school District, for

providing our group the vans needed to drive to various

locations to deliver the baskets.

SHARE Youth Leadership is now looking forward to

hosting our 32nd Annual Wellness Day on Wednesday,

March 9th.  Keynote speakers already lined up for this event include former Prairie du

Chien resident and Olympic Silver Medalist Joe Delagrave and Mike McGowan, a

professional motivational speaker from Pewaukee.



January Red Cross Blood Drive
Student Council and FBLA hosted a blood

drive at the Seneca Town Hall on Wednesday,
January 19th. Despite an increase in COVID cases
and bitter cold, the Red Cross was able to collect
35 units. We would like to extend our gratitude to
the community for their donations and support.
The next blood drive is May 11th.

Student Council Care Kit Drive

In December, the Seneca Student Council held a Care Kit Drive,
collecting almost 2,000 hygiene items for foster children.
Student Council members collected, organized, and compiled
complete kits for children that come through the human
services department. Items collected ranged from
toothbrushes and toothpaste to hair ties, socks, and soaps.
The Student Council would like to thank the community and
the Seneca student body for their exceptional generosity in
supplying these items to children in three di�erent counties.



2022 Forward Exam

Dear Parent(s):

Wisconsin Students in grades 3-8 and grade 10 will be participating in the Wisconsin
Forward Exam during the March 21-April 29, 2022 testing window.  Our school is
scheduled to take the Wisconsin Forward Exam during this time.  A more detailed testing
schedule will be sent home as the testing window approaches.

The Wisconsin Forward Exam tests students in the following areas:
● grades 3-8 in English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics,
● grades 4 and 8 in science
● grades 4, 8, and 10 in social studies.

One or more subtests may be administered daily during the identified time frame and it is
very important that your son or daughter be in school during this time.  Students not in
school on the scheduled testing days will be scheduled for make-up tests prior to the close
of the testing window.

Attached is an Informational Brochure for Families which gives more information about the
assessment including its purpose, what scores will be provided, and how the scores will be
used.  The Wisconsin Forward Exam measures the knowledge and skills your student(s)
should have acquired by the time they reach each grade level.  Their performance on the
assessment will not a�ect any of their current grades.  Please encourage your son or
daughter to take the test seriously and do the best they can.  The results of  these tests will
be used to help school sta� make determinations or placement in classes to best support
your child(ren).

If you have any questions, please contact the school.

Thank you,

Mr. David Boland Mrs. Janet Kilburg
District Administrator District Assessment Coordinator
dboland@seneca.k12.wi.us jkilburg@seneca.k12.wi.us
(608)734-3411 ext 151 (608)734-3411 ext 320

https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/assessment/pdf/Forward_Brochure_for_Fa
milies.pdf
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Swanson Scores 1000th Point
Congratulations to Ashton Swanson of Seneca High School, who has

reached the 1,000 points scored milestone in his high school basketball
career!  Ashton reached that mark in the second half of the November
30 game vs. Necedah.  Ashton is a 6’5” senior wing who is a four year
starter on the Seneca varsity basketball team. He was recognized as an
All-Conference performer the last two years, and was honorable
mention WBCA All-State last year. He has worked very hard to improve
his skill set each year. Ashton is the son of John Swanson, and Dawn
Swanson.

Illene Olson Retires after 55 Years

Illene Olson recently retired from driving  bus for the Seneca School District after 55 years.
The following are excerpts from the News 8 article and interview with Illene:

It’s hard enough to find bus drivers let alone keep one for half a century. A
Seneca bus driver called it a career after more than 50 years. Illene Olson
pioneered a new generation of rural Wisconsin
drivers.

After all these years of driving, Olson says the
one thing she’s going to miss the most are the
kids she drove to school every day.

“I just can’t explain it. I’ll miss my kids,” she
said. “I had the best.”

This period passed by, but her recollections
paint a permanent picture of a life of service
that’s stood the test of time, because of the
foundation, the Olsons built on the road ahead.

“I have so many, many, many good memories that I’ll cherish,” Olson said.
“They’re still my bus kids.

Olson hopes more people will try driving a bus. She said people have a
tremendous opportunity to make a positive impact on children.



Middle School Spelling Bee

The annual Seneca MIddle School Spelling Bee
was held on January 21, 2022.  The following top spellers
from grades 5-8 were participants: Nick Liedtke,
Meshya Ragan, Sawyer Swiggum, Connar Boland, Max
Gallagher, Lilly McCullick, Penelope Fisher, Harper
Gagas, Grace Varo, Brett Boland, Lily Payne, Gabe
Legge, Reid Hamann, Harper Joy, Alexis Kuhnke, and
Abby Wright. Grace Varo and Meshya Ragan placed first
and second with Lilly McCullick runner-up. Grace Varo and Lilly McCullick will go on to the
Cesa 3 Regional Spelling Bee at SWTC in Fennimore on January 27, 2022.

Update: Grace Varo will move on to the state competition after completing the regional
competition. The state competition will be held in person at the Mitby Theater in Madison
on Saturday, March 2, 2022. Good luck, Grace!



Administrator’s Report
David Boland, District Administrator

e-mail: dboland@seneca.k12.wi.us Phone: 734-3411, extension 151

Cold Weather Reminders
The days are growing shorter, and cold weather is now upon us.  A few reminders

relating to students and colder weather:
● Make sure your child is dressed appropriately for any unexpected weather problems.

Most of the younger students are pretty good about this, but some of our older
students need to plan for the worst.  A hat or gloves in their book bag, or left in their
vehicle, may be needed in a worst-case scenario.

● School opens at 7:45 a.m.  If your child comes earlier than that, they may not be able
to get into the building.

● Have a plan in place in case school is delayed or canceled, or in case of early release.
The most accurate source of information for school announcements is our school website.
We put weather notices on the website as soon as a decision is reached.

District Exceeds Expectations on School Report Card
     According to the 2020-21 school report cards released by the Wisconsin Department of
Public Instruction on November 16, the Seneca Area School District earned a score of 75.4,
and a rating of 4 stars out of a possible 5.  Based on their rating, the Seneca Area School
District Exceeds Expectations for educating students.  Report cards are issued based on four
priority areas: student achievement in English language arts and mathematics, student
growth, closing gaps between student populations, and measures of readiness for
graduation and postsecondary success. 

The District score is a composite of the three schools making up the District.  Breaking
the District scores down by grade levels: The elementary received a score of 63.7, “meets
expectations” (3 stars). The middle school received a score of 83.5 “significantly exceeds
expectations” (5 stars). The high school received a rating of 71.7, “exceeds expectations”
(4 stars).
     This report card is a credit to the job our students, families, and teachers did last year
during very di�cult circumstances.  School and District report cards provide information
to the community, but they do not represent the full picture of the work happening here at
school.  Our school continues to provide the best possible educational opportunities for our
students by promoting a balance of academics, extra-curricular activities, vocational
opportunities, and values. We will continue to emphasize character traits like leadership,
self-esteem, achievement, accountability, and a strong work ethic to our young people. 
The District report card reflects the dedication of the students and parents, the quality of
the sta�, and the commitment of the community to our school district. 
The school report card can be found on the school website at: www.seneca.k12.wi.us
The report cards can also be found on the DPI’s O�ce of Accountability School and District
Report Card webpage:  http://dpi.wi.gov/accountability/report-cards
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School Delays and Cancellations
Winter is now upon us, and along with it we can expect some weather that will make for

di�cult travel conditions.  When the weather situation becomes challenging, three
possible options can exist: school can be canceled completely, school can be two hours late,
or school may be dismissed early.  If school is canceled completely or starts late, we will
make every e�ort to have the announcement out by 6:30 a.m.  If school is going to start
late, and then we need to cancel it, we will make every e�ort to have that change
announced by 8:30 a.m.  When we let school out early, we will try to give parents 2 hours of
advanced notice whenever possible.

Please have a plan in advance for possible early school closures or delays.  Parents or
guardians may want to advise their child’s teacher of any alternate plans, in case of early
dismissal due to weather challenges.

Weather related announcements will be put on the following media outlets:
Text Messages: Sign up for the school app; for more info see below.
Website: School website at www.seneca.k12.wi.us
Radio: WQPC, Prairie du Chien, 94.3 FM.  WVRQ, Viroqua, 102.3 FM.
TV: WKBT, LaCrosse, Channel 8.  WXOW, LaCrosse, Channel 19.

**The most accurate source of information for school announcements is text messages and our
school website.**
Please do not call the school or radio stations in anticipation of announcements, this only
delays the procedure and makes it more di�cult to get the message out.  If you do find it
necessary to call the school, dial extension 2 for school related announcements, as school
cancellations will also be posted there.
Please Note: The TV stations have informed us that if less than 3 schools have
announcements on a particular day, they will not run the “scrolling” announcements
along the bottom of the television screen, thereby making text messages, the school
website, or radio your best bet for accurate information.
You can download the school app for free on both Google Play or the Apple App Store.
Download for Android: http://bit.ly/2UDC2jb 
Download for iPhone: https://apple.co/2Uv3YWq 
Any questions, please contact us at school.
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