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Navajo News

Getting Involved

The students have many opportunities to get involved 
throughout the school year. With our clubs and contests, 
there is always something to do at Navajo. Many of our 
students take every opportunity to get involved with social 
and academic activities. We started the year with our first 
fundraiser for “Down in the Southland”. Down in the 
Southland is devoted to fostering the development of lifelong 
education, social and life skills among individuals with Down 
syndrome and their families in the southern suburbs of 
Chicago. The community Service Club also participates in 
the Pennies for Patients Fundraiser which collects money to 
benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, the winter 
collection of coats for the Worth Township; and this year,we 
will be involved in the Skyrise Climb Chicago 2016 to raise 
funds for the nation’s best rehabilitation hospital, 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago.

Our students also participate in academic competitions 
throughout the year. From the Geo- and Spelling bees to 
writing and economic poster competitions, the students at 
Navajo like to show what they know.
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Navajo News (cont.)

These are some of the great 
accomplishments for our students this 

past year:

Economics Poster Contest Winners: 
Lana Zorba, Elizabeth Stepuszek, Gissel 

Najera

GeoBee Winners: 
Catherine Curtin, Nicholas Cachor, 

Margaret Gleason

AAUW Women's History Month Essay Contest 
Winners: 

Konrad Poradowski, Aidan Wright
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PBIS

Navajo has implemented a Positive Behavior Intervention 
System, and it has evolved throughout the years. By 
supporting student behavior and student decision 
making, Navajo can help students to behave together 
to achieve a common goal: A powerful and positive 
school environment. Individually, students work toward 
developing self-awareness and self-management skills to 
achieve school and life success.  

Navajo has adopted SOAR:
S  upporting Others (Show respect)
O utstanding Effort
A  iming for Success
R  esponsible Actions     

Last year was our First Annual Fall Fest where the students 
were able to cash in their SOAR tickets to use towards 
games and prizes. We are hoping to ramp up this annual 
event, and we are looking for Parent Volunteers to work 
with the PBIS team to make this year’s celebration even 
better. If you are interested in getting involved at 
Navajo, please be sure to check in with Mrs. Adamonis.  
There will be other opportunities to get involved at 
Navajo, so please be sure to attend the Parent 
Volunteer information meeting on September 19th @ 
9:30am at Indian Hill. 

Navajo News (cont.)
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Independence Junior High School Accepted Rachel’s 
Challenge

This past year, the students and staff, with the support of our 
PFA, accepted Rachel’s Challenge!  Rachel’s Challenge is 
a program that focuses on helping students recognize their 
purpose in life.  Our students kicked off this program with an 
all school assembly where they were issued five powerful 
challenges that were based on the writings and life of 
Rachel Scott, the first victim of the Columbine School 
shootings in 1999.  Throughout the year, our students formed 
a Friends of Rachel Club in which they sought out ways to 
inspire others towards a life of kindness and compassion.  In 
our first year of accepting this challenge, our students not 
only led multiple activities within our school community, but 
reached out to organizations in our greater community as 
well  - like spending time making crafts at Sunrise Assisted 
Living and delivering comfort packages to children and 
their families at Hope Children’s Hospital.  We look forward 
to continuing this challenge in the coming school year.
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Events Coming Soon...

September 5 - No School
Labor Day

Sept. 9 - Navajo Spirit Day 

Sept. 12 - Grandparents' Day at IJHS

Sept. 14 - Early Dismissal
PLC Day
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The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers

Enthusiastic students working hard and finding 
their voices through writing with two of our 
teachers, Gayle Greenwald and Pam Peters.



The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers (cont.)
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The Alliance for Young Artists & Writers (cont.)
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Where did your feet go this summer?  
Students did a writing/speaking assignment 
where they told about what they did over 
the summer, by writing it down on an 
outline of a foot.
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Students in 2nd grade with Ms. 
Livers working on drawing and 
writing about themselves.


