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Kindergartners Move on to Chippewa
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Transportation News

The	  transportation	  committee	  met	  to	  review	  new	  routes	  for	  the	  
2016-‐2017	  school	  year	   from	  the	  Illinois	  School	  Bus	  Company.	  The	  
new	  routes	  will	  be	  consolidated	  to	  pick	  up	  and	  drop	  off	  all	   first	  
through	  eighth	  grade	  students	   in	  each	  quadrant	  and	  will	  make	  stops	  
at	  Chippewa,	  Navajo	  and	  Independence.	  The	  kindergarten	  students	  
will	  have	  their	  own	  routes.	   Illinois	  School	  Bus	  Company	  designed	  
routes	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	   the	  riders	  to	  the	  best	  of	   their	  ability.	  The	  
main	  priority	   is	   to	  keep	  our	  students	  safe	  and	  to	  keep	  travel	   times	  
reasonable.	  The	  committee	  members	  are	  test-‐driving	  the	  routes	  this	  
month	  and	  will	  give	  feedback	  to	  the	  bus	  company	  before	  plans	  are	  
finalized.	   	  Bus	  registration	  should	  be	  completed	  when	  you	  register	  
for	  the	  2016-‐2017	  school	  year.	   	  We	  appreciate	  the	  continued	  support	  
from	  the	  committee	  members	  at	  the	  recent	  meeting:	  Mrs.	   Jarmoszka,	  
Mrs.	  Restivo,	  Mr.	  MacLeod,	  and	  Mrs.	  Freimuth
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Chippewa Picnic
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FIRST GRADE OPINION WRITING
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Independence 
Jr. High Students 
working in Art 
Class and 
Language Arts 
Class
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Indian Hill Sidewalk Art
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Navajo Awards Ceremony
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IJHS students and 3rd graders 
work on a project using milk, 
food coloring, and soap....
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Chippewa Wax Museum
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Chippewa 
Wax 
Museum



INDEPENDENCE JR. HIGH GRADUATION 2016
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Meet Our Staff…

We have a Great Staff!

1. The position I hold is 3rd Grade teacher, and 
this is my 1st year in the district. 
2. I grew up and still live in Park Ridge.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is 
getting my family together for a home cooked 
meal and taking our pack of dogs for a walk after 
(Including my siblings, we have 4 dogs all 
together!). 
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I wouldn't 
know what to do! Working with children has 
always been my passion. 
5. Growing up, my family was an important 
influence in my life. 

Brigid Loughran,
 3rd Grade Teacher,
Chippewa School

John Meier,
 Custodian,

Navajo School

1. The position I hold is custodian at 
Navajo School, and this is my 11th year.
2. I grew up in Palos Hills and live in 
Crestwood.
3. My favorite way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon is to relax in front of 
the television watching Nascar or 
football.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would 
be a bus driver or retired.
5. Growing up, my father was an 
important influence in my life.
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Meet Our Staff…

             We have a Great Staff!

1. The position I hold is a second grade 
teacher, and this is my 14th year in District 
128. 
2. I grew up in Palos Heights and now live 
in New Lenox.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is with my family.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be 
an interior designer or personal shopper. 
 5. Growing up, my grandma was an 
important influence in my life.

Allison Hinker,
 2nd Grade Teacher
Chippewa School

Denise Werges,
 Paraprofessional,

Independence Jr. High

1. The position I hold is a 
paraprofessional, and this is my 15th 
year.
2.  I grew up in Oak Lawn and Palos 
Heights, and I now live in Palos 
Heights.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is  with my family.
4.  If I weren’t in this line of work, I 
would be unhappy.
5. Growing up, my parents were an 
important influence in my life. 

Allison Hinker

Denise Werges



Meet Our Staff…

Vivian Smuksta,
 1st Grade Teacher,
Chippewa School

  

We have a Great Staff!

Noora Diab

Vivian Smuksta

Noora Diab,
Special Ed Teacher,

Indian Hill School
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1. The position I hold is 1st grade 
teacher, and this is my 3rd year.
2. I grew up in Farmington, Michigan 
and now live in Lemont.
3. My favorite way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon is crafting with 
my daughter.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I 
would be an art historian.
5. Growing up, my parents were an 
important influence in my life.

1. The position I hold is special 
education teacher, and this is my 4th 
year.
2. I grew up in Burbank and now live 
in Homer Glen.
3. My favorite way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon is  relaxing at 
home with family and friends.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I 
would be a physical therapist.
 5. Growing up, my mom was an 
important influence in my life.



Meet Our Staff…
JoAnn Weber

   Joe Dinolfo

We have a Great Staff!

JoAnn Weber, 
Paraprofessional, 
Indian Hill School

Joe Dinolfo,
School Counselor,

Independence Jr. High
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1. The position I hold is Paraprofessional 
at Indian Hill, and this school year is the 
start of my 39th year.  
2. I grew up in Chicago and moved to 
Palos Hills and now reside in Worth, 
Illinois.  
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is with my daughter and two 
grandchildren.  
4. If I were not in this line of work, I would 
be a professional organizer. 
5. Growing up, my parents, especially my 
dad, influenced my life.

1.  The position I hold is School 
Counselor, and this is my 5th year.  
2.  I grew up in Oak Lawn and now live in 
Oak Lawn.
3.  My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is frisbee golfing, lounging, or a 
nice bike ride.
4.  If I weren't in this line of work, I would 
be either a forester in Colorado or maybe 
involved in the music business.
5.  Growing up, my grandparents and 
parents were an important influence in my 
life.
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We have a Great Staff!
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1. The position I hold is 
Navajo Principal, and 
this is my 1st year in this 
position. I started in the 
district in 2004 as a 
Special Education 
Teacher. 
2. I grew up in 
Evergreen Park and 
now live in Homewood. 
3. My favorite way to 
spend a 
Sunday afternoon is 
cooking with my 
daughters and 
husband.
4. If I weren't in this line 
of work, I would be 
rehabbing furniture and 
houses. 
5. Growing up, my mom 
was an important 
influence in my life.

Lynn Adamonis, 
Principal, 

Navajo School

Lynn Adamonis
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