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Kindergarten Readers
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Here are two cute pictures 
of Kindergarten students 
with 'eyes on text' on a 
beautiful spring day.
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2016 MATH CONFERENCE

Congratulations to the 2016 Math Conference Team!  Seventeen 6th, 
7th and 8th graders competed in the annual mathletes competition on 
April 12 at Hille Middle School.  These 17 students have been 
practicing their math skills for the past 6 weeks to compete against 9 
conference schools.  They compete in skills such as: Algebra, 
Pre-Agebra, Geometry and Fraction/Decimal/Percent.  This year, the 
8th grade team brought home a 2nd place trophy and the 7th grade 
team brought home the 1st place trophy!  Special congratulations to 
the highest number of perfect scores we've ever had at 
Independence:  Gia Swanson, Chloe Ayres, Sabirah Taiwo, Ben 
Reidy and Joe Feldner.  Chloe and Joe also had the top score for 
their grade level's general test which is a feat unto itself!  Special 
thanks to our very own Maureen Faletti for helping score at her final 
mathletes competition!  
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CLASS OF 2012 INDEPENDENCE REUNION

On April 21st, Independence Junior High 
School celebrated our Class of 2012 Reunion!  
We are pleased that the event was well 
attended by so many of our graduates.  
Thank you to all of our teachers who returned 
for the evening festivities and to chat with 
past students.  The class reunion is one of 
those events that help make our district so 
unique and could not be done without the 
help of so many involved!
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Back to School Health Fair
We will host our annual Back to School Health Fair on Thursday, 
August 4 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Richards High School, 10601 S. 
Central Avenue in Oak Lawn.  Even though it’s at Richards, it’s open to 
all families from all of our feeder districts.
So many free and reduced-cost services: School physicals, dental exams, 
and eye screens.  The event also will feature free food and school supplies.
k The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile (photo below) from Advocate Christ 

Medical Center will provide a limited number of free school physicals and 
immunizations for the under and uninsured.

k Other health care facilities will offer physicals and vaccines at significant 
discounts.

k The Saint Xavier University Health Clinic will offer physicals for $35, the 
Tdap vaccine for $60, and the meningococcal vaccine for $125. The 
Crestwood Ingalls Care Center will also offer physicals for $35.

k Parents must bring immunization records in order for children to receive 
new ones.

k The fair also includes more than 60 information booths with staff from 
government organizations, health care providers, and family support 
agencies.

k For young children, the fair will feature bounce houses, two clowns, and 
face painting.
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Eisenhower Cooperative Jr. High BAND FESTIVAL

The symphonic bands from 
all Jr. Highs in the Eisenhower 
Coop gather to create one 
giant band of over 200 
students.   



 More BAND FESTIVAL...
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After an afternoon of 
rehearsal, the blended 
bands perform in a concert 
at Shepard High School.

Here, 
Mr. Pitlik rehearses 
with the jr. high 
students 

Mr. Pitlik, Shepard Band 
Director, conducts the 
final piece of the 
evening.



April 29, 2016 VOL. 17

4th Graders Read
The 4th grade is having a wonderful 
morning! All the students have been 
reading Midwestern historical fiction. They 
are now in mixed classroom discussion 
groups. They are experiencing great 
discussions related to the elements of 
fiction.
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Ask your 4th grader what historical fiction is...
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Independence Junior High School students become acquainted with 
Palos Heights' governmental duties through"The Mayor for a Day Contest."

Twelve area eighth graders were selected for the Palos Heights "Mayor 
for a Day Contest." Max Szykowny of Independence Junior High 
School was selected as Mayor for a Day at the City Council meeting 
on April 19, 2016. Also selected from Independence Junior High School 
were Shannon Stokes, the city attorney; Lindsey Bylut, the city 
treasurer; and Nicole Walsh, the city clerk.

To win a spot on the council, students had to submit essays and were 
selected on their ideas and creative writing abilities. The winning essay 
winners started the night off with dinner at Lake Katherine with their 
parents where they read their essays and received a commemorative 
plaque for their efforts.

The students then headed over to City Hall for a mock City Council 
meeting where the students ran the meeting and learned about city 
government first hand. This meeting will be televised on Channel 4.
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Independence 
Junior High Student, 
Tiffani Carlsen, shines 
at the 39th Annual 
Lenon Wisdom 
Memorial Spelling 
Bee.

 On Friday, April 15, 2016, the 39th Annual Lenon Wisdom 
Memorial Spelling Bee Contest took place where State 
Senator, Bill Cunningham and State Representatives, Kelly 
Burke and Fran Hurley were judges. Independence Junior 
High School student, Tiffani Carlsen emerged from a field of 
twenty-six students as the second place winner. Ms. Carlsen, 
a sixth grader at Independence, is a member of school’s 
spelling team and has participated in four spelling 
competitions.
 For Tiffiani, being a member of the Independence 
Spelling team helps her—because not only does it give her 
the knowledge of how to spell words—it also gives her the 
knowledge of knowing the meaning of words. Some of the 
words that Tiffani remembers spelling at the contest were 
vengeance, barrette, enormous, demeanor, and 
amazement. The word that she misspelled was “vengeance.”
 When asked how she confronts any nerves before a 
spelling bee, Tiffani disclosed, “I was nervous at the 
beginning of the bee, but I calmed myself. To calm down, I 
would wait until it was almost my turn to go up and kept 
telling myself to concentrate. “ It appears that her 
concentrating and studying has paid off.
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Preschool 
Reading 
and 
Learning 
Letters



Meet Our Staff…

Dr. Dawn Green, 
Superintendent

  

We have a Great Staff!

Betsy Holman

Betsy Holman, 
4th Grade Teacher, 

Navajo School

Dr. Dawn Green
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1. The position I hold is superintendent, and this is 
my 1st year in district. 
2. I grew up in Toulon, IL and now live in New 
Lenox. 
3. My favorite thing to do on a Sunday is to spend 
time with my family, especially extended family. 
4. If I wasn't in this line of work, I would be an 
athletic director. 
5. Growing up, the biggest influences on my life 
were my parents, great grandmother, and my 
siblings.

1. The position I hold is 4th grade teacher, and 
this is my 2nd year.
2. I grew up in the northern suburbs and now 
live in the southern suburbs near Tinley Park.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is catching up with my family and 
being outside.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be a 
baker! I would bake cookies, brownies and 
cupcakes all day. Chocolate, of course.
5. Growing up, my brothers were an important 
influence in my life. They taught me to be 
strong, adventurous, courageous and a bit silly. 
:) 
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Meet Our Staff…
Darlene Callahan

Darlene Callahan, 
Health Aide, 

Indian Hill School

Ryan Mahoney,
 Social Studies Teacher,

Independence Jr. High School

   Ryan Mahoney

We have a Great Staff!
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1. The position I hold is 7th and 
8th grade Social Studies teacher, 
and this is my 22nd year.
2. I grew up in Chicago Ridge and 
now live in the south suburbs.
3. My favorite way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon is watching 
football.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I 
would be a play by play 
commentator.
 5. Growing up, my parents were 
an important influence in my life.

1. The position I hold is Health Aide, 
and this is my 6th year.
2. I grew up in Chicago Ridge and now 
live in the southwest suburbs.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is relaxing and spending time 
with family.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would 
be traveling and shopping.
5. Growing up, my pastor was an 
important influence in my life.


