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We take very seriously the concerns that were expressed and the lack 
of understanding of the district’s position in reallocating resources.  
The vision for technology and library services k-5 will be presented at 
the March 9th board meeting.  We hope that you can all attend.
 
We will continue to have technology and library services.  Considering 
just student contact hours, we have consolidated two part-time 
equivalent positions into 1 full time equivalent position.  We currently 
have at least 15 other staff members who travel to other buildings on a 
daily basis in order to provide instruction and services equivalent to a 
full time position.  
 
Evaluations of resources are necessary in order to continue to provide 
the best education services for all of our students.  This restructure fits 
the current district enrollment and needs.
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Independence Dance Team

Waiting to 
Perform...
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Independence Dance Team
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Independence Book "Speed Dating"  

The IJHS  library was 
transformed into a "Love 
Lounge" where students  perused 
books from over 11 genres. 
 Students spent a few minutes at 
each genre station looking at 
various books to determine if 
they might like to date (i.e. read) 
them.  There was even a section 
titled "blind date" where the 
books were wrapped.  Students 
had to decide if they wanted to 
take a chance on that book, 
simply by reading a short 
synopsis on the front of the 
book.

Kudos to Mrs. Tellefson and Mrs. 
Meskimen for their work in 
bringing this project to fruition.
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Navajo Wax Museum
The fifth grade students completed a research 
project that tied in with their non-fiction 
reading unit. Students researched a person or 
profession of their choosing. They then 
"became" a wax representation of who they 
studied remaining frozen--when their buttons 
were pushed they came to life. Once activated, 
they presented a speech they wrote based on 
their research. Families and the fourth grade 
were able to enjoy!
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Meet Our Staff…

Julie MacFarlane

       Julie MacFarlane,
Special Education Teacher

  

We have a Great Staff!

1. The position I hold is Special Education 
teacher, and this is my 11th year in the district.
2. I grew up in Grayslake and now live in 
Chicago. 
3. My favorite way to spend Sunday afternoon 
is having dance parties with my kids.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be a 
nurse.
 5. Growing up, my family was an important 
influence in my life.          

Bridget Cavato

1. The position I hold is Kindergarten 
teacher, and this is my eighth year teaching 
Kindergarten and my tenth year in District 128.
2. I grew up in Palos Heights and now live in 
Western Springs.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon 
is to do something fun with my daughters.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be a 
children's book author.
 5. Growing up, my parents and teachers were an 
important influence in my life. Bridget Cavato

Kindergarten Teacher
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Meet Our Staff…
Missy Cosme

Missy Cosme, Speech Pathologist

Jessica Ryan, 
4th Grade Teacher

    Jessica Ryan

We have a Great Staff!

1.  The position I hold in the district is as a 
part time speech pathologist, and this is my 
fourth year in the district.   
2.  I grew up in Palos Heights and I now live 
in Orland Park. 
3.  My favorite way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon is at the beach with my 
family.  
4.  If I weren't in this line of work, I would 
hopefully be doing something artistic, such 
as photography or design of some kind.  
5.  Growing up, my sister was an important 
influence in my life.    

1. The position I hold is 4th grade classroom 
teacher, and this is my 9th year.
2. I grew up in Oak Lawn and now live in 
Tinley Park.
3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon is bike riding with my husband 
and 2 children.
4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would 
be an event planner.
 5. Growing up, my mom was an important 
influence in my life.       




