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FLIPPED LEARNING, 
BAND PHOTOS, 

MEET OUR STAFF, 
AND MORE… OCTOBER 30TH 

HALLOWEEN PARTIES 

 PALOS HEIGHTS 128 ENEWS

We can all take note of this bulletin board created by Pam Koutras 

of Navajo and 'change our mindset.’  

Some of the ones, on this board include…  
Changing "I give up" to "I'll use some of the strategies I've learned” 
Changing "I have made a mistake" to "mistakes help me improve” 
Changing "It's good enough" to "is this really my best work?" 

Let's change our mindsets…:)

OCTOBER 30TH, 12:45 PM 
PFA ICE SKATING 

@ SOUTHWEST ICE ARENA  

OCTOBER 23RD 
PFA BOOINGO 

FUNDRAISER @ IJHS 
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Flipped Learning…What is This? 
Diane Muller at Independence is teaching some Flipped Learning in 
Math. Heather Meskimen is doing some of this in Literature.  This 
concept has been around in our junior high for several years and 
several teachers have taken advantage of this instructional strategy 
when it has lent itself to the learning target. 

The definition of flipped learning is this - a pedagogical approach in 
which direct instruction moves from the group learning space to the 
individual learning space, and the resulting group space is 
transformed into a dynamic, interactive learning environment where 
the educator guides students as they apply concepts and engage 
creatively in the subject matter. 

What this means is that students may do some initial learning 
outside of the classroom by reading text; watching videos; or solving 
problems.  Inside the classroom students may be working in groups 
or individually and the teacher is observing and assessing their work 
in real time.
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Palos Heights SD 128 launched 
Professional Learning Communities in 
August 2015. Our research and professional 
development is based on the work of Rick 
DuFour, Robert Eaker, and Janel Keating. 
Teachers participate in grade level and/or 
content area teams on early release days, 
two times per month. Their current work is 
focused on standards aligned unit maps, 
common formative assessments, end of unit 
summative assessments, and the evaluation 
of student outcomes.  

PLC’s address the following questions: 
What do we want all students to know? 
How will we know if they’ve learned it?
What will we do if they haven’t learned it?                                                      
What will we do if they’ve demonstrated proficiency?

What’s Happening in PLC’s?         

Collaboration at Work



OCTOBER 22, 2015 VOL. 5

Ijhs girls basketball has started…push attenting.

In step…and in tune!  

IJHS Band Shines at Shepard Homecoming! 

Don’t Forget Booingo – A PFA Family Fun Night 

When: 6:00–9:30 PM • Friday, October 23rd 
Where: Independence Junior High
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Potential Schedule Changes at IJHS 
As you may already know we are beginning to look at our junior high schedule 
and how we might look at ways to increase our learning.  The process is just in 
the beginning stages, but we will keep you informed as we proceed.
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Meet Our Staff… 
Stacy Darwent 

1. The position I hold is 5th grade teacher at Navajo and 
this is my 2nd year in the district. 

2. I grew up in Spring Valley, NY, and now live in Palos 
Park. 

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is 
relaxing with my husband and daughter. 

4. If I weren't in this line of work I would be a stay at 
home mom :). 

5. Growing up, my parents were an important influence 
in my life.  They always supported and encouraged me 
in everything I did, and still do! 

Jenny Roat 

1. The position I hold is paraprofessional  and this is 
my 8th year. 

2. I grew up in Worth & Tinley Park and now live in 
Oak Forest. 

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is 
relaxing with family & friends. 

4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be a 
journalist or a photographer.  

5. Growing up, my grandparents were an important 
influence in my life.

Stacy Darwent, 5th Grade Teacher

Jenny Roat, Paraprofessional

We have a great staff!
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Meet Our Staff… 
Diane Muller 

1. The position I hold is 8th grade Math Teacher and 
this is my 15th year. 

2. I grew up in Hickory Hills and now live in Orland 
Park. 

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is 
with relaxing with my husband and playing with our 
daughter Rylee. 

4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would still work 
with kids. 

5. Growing up, my mom was the greatest influence 
in my life. Diane Muller, 8th Grade Math Teacher

Congratulations to Mr. Brian Everson, District 128 
Band Director, on his newest addition to his family, 
Nathan Gerard Everson…

Hello, Nathan!


