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In this Issue 

ASSESSMENT, 
TRANSPORTATION, 
MEET OUR STAFF, 

AND MORE… PATRIOT BLVD CLOSED 
SEPT. 29 - OCT. 1 

MATH NIGHT 
OCTOBER 7TH 

 PALOS HEIGHTS 128 ENEWS

There is ONLY One Me… 
Students in 2nd grade showed how there is only 
one me, by creating pictures of beautiful fish, 
representing their similarities and their differences.

CHIPPEWA PICTURE DAY 
SEPTEMBER 25TH 
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The state assessment that provides the district with a snapshot of how well 
our students are understanding the learning standards is called PARCC 
which stands for Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers. Last year was the first year of this test and asked students to perform 
at a much higher depth of knowledge than was previously assessed on the 
ISAT or Illinois Student Achievement Test, which mainly asked students to 
perform simple recall or recognition. While there may always be some bits 
and pieces that we don’t like about any assessment, this is the assessment 
that is most aligned to what colleges and careers tells us our kids need to be 
successful today. The Illinois State Board of Education listened to what 
schools and parents had to say regarding last years testing and made some 
positive changes including reducing to just one testing time frame and 
reducing the  length of the test in general.  Below are links to a handout from 
the Illinois State Board of Education Superintendent, Dr. Tony Smith. 

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/parcc/primer/12-primer-faq.pdf 

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/2016/assessment-facts-sy16.pdf 

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/parcc/primer/12-primer-faq.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/parcc/primer/12-primer-faq.pdf


SEPTEMBER 23, 2015 VOL. 3

Math Parent Night on October 7th… 
There will be a Math Parent Night for grades 3 through 6 at Navajo at 6:00 PM 
on October 7th. Look for more details to follow on our website! As a reminder, 
one of the biggest shifts we have seen is in the teaching and learning of math. Our 
children today are going to be far better at persevering and problem solving than 
ever before! However, teaching this might come with some uncomfortableness; as 
does anything that is new. It is ok if students can’t always find or remember the 
easy answer. It is ok if they become a little frustrated when they can’t get it right 
away. Approaches to teaching math go beyond comprehension and memorization 
and go in depth into problem solving instead. Please plan to attend our math night 
so that we can help you understand our math instructional practices.  

Join the 
Transportation 
Committee  
 
Some of you may have heard 
that we have been running a 
deficit in the transportation 
fund for several years and are 
looking to put a committee 
together to talk about the best 
ways to reduce transportation 
costs in our district.  

If you would like to be a part 
of this committee, please 
email Dr. Dawn Green at: 

dgreen@palos128.org.

mailto:dgreen@palos128.org
mailto:dgreen@palos128.org
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Bump, Set, Spike 

….victory tonight! 

IJHS Boys & Girls Volleyball in Full Swing… 

Patriot Boulevard Closed Sept. 29 - Oct 1 
 
Patriot Boulevard will be closed on Tuesday, September 29th, Wednesday, 
September 30th, and Thursday, October 1st as work is being done on the Palos 
Heights Recreation Center.  Buses will be re-routed; cars will use the same 
driveway as they do currently.  Mr. Kirk will send an email blast out to 
Independence families reminding them of this change for next week.

Teamwork Just Right 

….victory tonight! 
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Classrooms in Action… 

A common theme at Chippewa is 
a reminder that we all need our 
buckets filled from time to time. 
When students see someone 
down, or feel like they want to 
recognize a nice gesture, they 
write a positive note on a slip of 
paper and put it in someone's 
bucket. Imagine if us adults had 
someone who filled our buckets 
more often? Have you filled a 
bucket recently? First graders showing how they 

understand and write phonics. Mrs. Plecki's 
students are showing their skills already!

Preschool students ready to head out 
after a busy day of school. 
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Meet Our Staff… 
Carolyn Rolla 

1. The position I hold is Science and Physical Education 
teacher at Independence Junior High, and this is my 
13th year. 

2. I grew up in Orland Park and still live in Orland Park. 

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is 
spending time with my family 

4. If I weren’t in this line of work, I would be a dental 
hygienist. 

5. Growing up, my  parents were an important influence 
in my life.

Marilyn Castellana 

1.  The position I hold is a 5th grade teacher at 
Navajo, and this is my 14th year in the district.  

2.  I grew up in Chicago, and now live in Tinley Park. 

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is a 
sit-down, old fashioned family meal. 

4.  If I weren't in this line of work, my dream would 
be to own my own yoga/wellness center.  

5.  Growing up, my grandmother was an important 
influence in my life.  

Carolyn Rolla, IJHS PE/Science Teacher

Marilyn Castellana, 5th Grade Teacher

Meet Carolyn and Marilyn!!!
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Meet Our Staff… 
Jennifer Hunter 

1. The position I hold is preK-5th grade art teacher and 
this is my 13th year teaching. (10th in this district)  

2. I grew up in Brown Deer Wisconsin and now live in 
Mokena Illinois.  

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon in 
relaxing, watching movies, hanging out with my kids!  

4. If I weren’t in this line of work I would be the director 
of my own community art center that was intentionally 
seeking to provide art experiences that are accessible to 
children with significant disabilities.  

5. Growing up, my soccer coach was an important 
influence in my life. I played with the same team and had 
the same coach for eight years. It was a blast!

Amy Agema 

1. The position I hold is 2nd grade teacher and this is my 
14th year.  

2. I grew up in Orland Park and now live in Crestwood. 

3. My favorite way to spend a Sunday afternoon is with my 
2 year old son, Ryan. 

4. If I weren't in this line of work, I would be an event 
coordinator 

5. Growing up, my mom and dad were an important 
influence in my life. 

Jennifer Hunter, Pre-K to 5 Art Teacher

We are Off to a Great Year!

Amy Agema, 2nd Grade Teacher


