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What do 
pre-literacy 

skills mean 
to you? 





What does a preschooler know about writing?

 Writing has a variety of functions

 Writing has many forms

 Writing has certain, distinct features

 Print carries meaning

 What we say becomes what we write

 Letters and words are written in a line



Emerging  Literacy Skills:

3-4 year olds

 Points out to you when you make an error in 
their favorite story

 Enjoys new stories and asks lots of questions

 Can sequence the events of a story

 Enjoys listening to bedtime stories

 Knows the letters of their own name

 Can ‘write’ by scribbling

 Can find a book when asked

 Has one or more favorite books or rhymes

4-5 year olds

 Knows their favorite book by its name

 Knows a section of their favorite book

 Prefers one book over another

 Has a certain reading routine they follow at 
home and school

 Knows the purpose of reading

 Understands that the story remains the same

 Talks about the story sequence



What are some ways you 

can turn everyday 
moments into an 
opportunity for building 

language and literacy?

For instance, how can you support 
your child’s literacy development:

 At the grocery store? 

 In the car or on public 
transportation? 

At the playground? 

 Walking down the street 
together? 

 At a restaurant? 



What are some examples of print 
we see and use everyday?



ENVIRONMENTAL PRINT

Provides information about the world 

around us

Examples: Street signs, store signs, book 

jackets, schedules, bills, price tags, 

coupons



OCCUPATIONAL 

PRINT
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o Used to do one’s job. 

o Children see this type of 
print in the workplace 
and sometimes at home.

Examples: 

o Dentist: appointment 
book, health records

o Waiter: menus, order 
pads, money



INFORMATIONAL PRINT

 Sorting, organizing, and retrieving 

information.

Examples: Calendars, clocks, diagrams, 

receipts. 

Informational print can also be found on 

health records, which are also occupational 

print, showing that print can serve MORE than 

one function!



RECREATIONAL PRINT

 Used for leisure activities

Examples: novels, storybooks, magazines, poetry books, travel 

books



Children will want to write more if it is meaningful to them, so incorporate it into their play!
When they realize their “writing” can deliver a “message” they are more inspired to write!

Play with your children, 
showing them real-life use 
of written language. Talk 
with children about what 

you are writing, telling 
them WHY you are writing 

it.

Reading aloud to children 
gives you the opportunity 
to draw attention to print. 

Point out words and 
phrases and discuss them.

Label things around your 
house and point out words 

everywhere! (cereal 
boxes, toys, street signs)

Ask questions such as 
“What do you think it 

says?” This gives you an 
idea of what their 

concepts are about print 
and helps you to help 

them more.

Provide opportunities for 
children to draw and 

experiment with writing. 
Ask them to read what 

they have written.



To support your 
child’s early ideas 
about writing you 
can….

a variety of print materials accessible for them to explore—post 
its, envelopes, paper, pensMake

them daily opportunities to write (their name, a shopping list, a 
note or letter to a family member)Give

their unconventional attempts at writing—even if it looks like 
scribbling to youAppreciate

them opportunities to use print in play (if you’re playing 
restaurant, have them write your order down; if you’re playing 
cards, make street signs)

Give

your child to talk about writingEncourage

children in their writing—know where they are in their thinking so 
you can best support themObserve



To support 

literacy 

development…

Ask questions such as “What do you think it says?” ”What 
makes you think it says that?” “What would make sense 
here?”

Demonstrate and model predicting as a reading strategy. 

While reading a menu, you could say “Let’s see. We know 
we are reading in the drinks section, and we know this starts 

with a C. What could the word be? What are some drinks 
that start with C?

Surround your child with all kinds of print in it’s real-life 
contexts. 

Children do not become confused when we teach letters 
and sounds in context (as opposed to isolating them). They 
sort out everything else in their worlds when it is in real life 

context…why not the same for written language?

Facilitate your child’s ability to manipulate sounds by 
sharing poems, songs, finger plays and stories with rhyming 
or alliterative patterns. 



Supporting 
literacy 
development 
(con’t)…

Support your child as they sound out words. Ask …

What do you think it starts with? 

Listen to me say the word. 

Do you hear any other sounds? 

Write down what your child says and encourage 
them to read and reread what you have written.

Make available a collection of familiar words from the 
environment.

Children can cut words they can read from food 
package labels and hang them up around the house

Make charts with your child of fun or interesting word

Color words, names, action words, rhyming words, 
words that sound like their meanings, compound words



Ready 
Rosie 
Activities 
for Print & 
Alphabet 
Knowledge



Ready Rosie Activities for Drawing 
and Pre-Writing



Ready 
Rosie 

Activties for 
Writing



Questions? 
Comments?


