
February 6, 2022 

Dear District 165 Families: 

For the past two years, we have continued to steer through the shifting and challenging school guidance 
as it relates to COVID-19. Throughout all of the changing narratives, our primary goals have always been 
to maintain a safe school environment and to keep students in school learning.  As you may recall, we 
were the only school district in McHenry County that stayed in school every day last year.   

I am sure that many of you are aware there are several lawsuits that have been brought on behalf of 
hundreds of parents and teachers throughout the state of Illinois regarding mask and vaccination 
requirements in schools. We think it is important for you to know that the Marengo Union Elementary 
School District has not been named in these lawsuits; however the current ruling does have an impact 
on the enforcement of Governor Pritzker’s Executive Orders in our schools. A Temporary Restraining 
Order (TRO) was issued on Friday February 4, 2022 against the Governor’s Executive Order requiring 
masking and some other mitigations in Illinois schools. We have spent the weekend working to 
determine the impact of these rulings. As of Monday, February 7, 2022 the Board’s July decision that 
students and staff are recommended to wear a facemask will be implemented.  The choice to wear a 
facemask will be left to the student and their family. Any bullying or harassment toward a student or 
staff member based on their individual or family choice will not be tolerated. 

 Please note, masks will still be required on school buses as this requirement falls under a federal 
regulation that is not affected by the TRO.  Masks will still be available for students, staff, and visitors if 
they choose to wear one in our buildings. SHIELD testing will still take place on Thursday for students 
and staff who still wish to participate. We will continue to assist the McHenry County Department of 
Health with reporting of positive COVID-19 cases and support with any follow-up that may be required. 
The District will also maintain its current social distancing in classrooms and cafeterias, robust daily 
cleaning, and monitoring closely for any connected cases of COVID.  In the Friday Update, the number of 
positive cases will still be reported.  The District would like to remind parents to keep symptomatic 
students home to keep our students and staff safe and healthy. Students and staff with confirmed 
COVID-19 will still be required to isolate for a minimum of 5 days per current guidelines.  

We know that there will likely be mixed feelings in our community and with our staff regarding this 
change. Please understand that if or when a stay or reversal of the TRO occurs, we may have to follow 
those court orders, which means that these changes regarding mask wearing and other mitigations in 
our schools could be temporary.  We appreciate your continued patience, and understanding as we 
implement mitigation strategies that support our students academically and emotionally while 
maintaining a safe and secure environment for our students, staff, and community. 

Dr. Lea Damisch, Superintendent of Schools  

 


