
Dear District 54 Families,

I write to ask for your patience and understanding as our district navigates the latest changes to the
COVID-19 guidance and rules for Illinois schools.

A short time ago, an Illinois judge ruled on a lawsuit filed by more than 700 parents across the state
that challenged state-mandated COVID-19 mitigations.  Our district was not part of or mentioned in
the lawsuit for the Temporary Restraining Order (TRO).

Effective immediately, we will change to a mask optional policy for students and staff, cease close
contact exclusions, and  or cease mandatory vaccinations or testing for staff. Note: Federal
Law still requires masks on buses and this will not change.

District 54 has taken a position throughout the pandemic to follow guidance and minimize risks
associated with COVID-19 for all students and staff.  Our intentions have always been focused on
the safety of our students and staff.

Our Board of Education fully recognizes local control in making decisions for what is best for
District 54 students. Please be aware the Court's decision has already been challenged and we will
be responsive to further changes as deemed appropriate.

I encourage each family to determine what immediate steps they feel are most appropriate for their
children and family circumstances.  I also encourage everyone to be tolerant and empathetic to
others' choices.  We are in this together and must find common ground in making safety a priority
throughout these waves of changes put upon us.

Despite the challenges of the last two years we are all advocating for our students.  This must be the
focus and beacon in guiding us through this pandemic.

Thank you for your continued support of our students, teachers, and staff. While it has been a
difficult year, there is no question we are better together.

Sincerely,

Dr. Shannon Dudek
Superintendent
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