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815.695.5143
Newark Families and Staff,

Thank you for your patience with communication on the latest COVID19 updates.  Thank you for all of

your emails to the board and admin with your thoughts on the TRO decision from Friday.

On Friday, a judge in the circuit court in Sangamon County ruled in favor of the parents, students,

teachers against the mask, vaccine and close contact mandates.  Her decision affects those who sued

and not the entire state, just the districts named and the Governor.

Gov. Pritzker is already filing an appeal.  Mr. Devore will respond and the Appellate Court will hopefully

clarify for all Illinois school districts.

After meeting with our state organization and our attorneys this morning, I have recommended some

changes to the board of education, our union and staff.  The changes are highlighted in yellow on the

21 -22 In Person Learning Plan.  I would like to express on behalf of the board of education that we

were in favor of optional masks in August, but the liability was just too great to take that risk.  With this

recent ruling (even though we are not required to follow), the board and admin understand the risk is a

little less in regards to liability and sanctions by the state.  Although I am still concerned about student

and staff health and safety, we all agree masking should be optional at this time.  Please keep in mind

this is temporary based on the recent TRO ruling. If the Appellate Court issues something different,

that applies to the entire state,  we may have to go back to mandatory masking.

Also - masking on the buses is MANDATORY.  This court ruling in Sangamon County does not overrule

the Federal Mandate of masking on all transportation.  Bus riders and drivers will be required to continue to mask.  You may also drive your students to school.  If

you choose to drive your student, please be considerate and let your bus driver know so they can plan accordingly.  If your child will continue to ride the bus, please

make sure they have a mask for the morning, afternoon and all MJH shuttle routes.

I am including all of the resources here.  The TRO ruling, the Executive Orders that were renewed on Friday and the updates to ISBE’s FAQ and our In Person

Learning Plan with the highlighted temporary suspensions.

Mrs. Rowe and I would also like to express that there will be consequences for any behaviors from students who make fun of students choosing to wear or not wear

a mask.  We will not tolerate any bullying or making fun of others due to this mask choice.  We also want to express that all other mitigation measures outlined in the

plan remain in place.  Please continue to symptom check in Teacherease and please, please keep your student at home if they are sick.  We will continue to offer

testing on site if you choose.  If your student has symptoms at school, they will be sent home.
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Thank you again for your patience, understanding, support, kindness and respect as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters in this crazy time.  Our focus is

going to be continued on student learning and success!

https://bit.ly/Updatedlearningplan2622

https://bit.ly/TROruling

https://bit.ly/executiveorder2422

https://bit.ly/ISBEupdatedschoolguidance

In other news…………

The Illinois 5Essentals Survey is live from January 11 - March 11.  We encourage parents/guardians from both schools to take the 10 minute survey.  The data we

received last year helped with input on our Strategic Plan.  The survey can be found here: https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/

Students in grades 4 - 8 and our teachers will take the survey too! Thank you in advance for your input!

The Book Fair is here!  Book Fair is February 7 - 9 at NGS.  Literacy Night is February 8th.  Forms were sent home for grades K - 6.  You can set up an online

account for your student for the book fair here:

https://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/Eyj59PHsg_default/index.html?videoId=6275847261001

On Literacy night, Childhood 2.0 will be broadcasting in the Cafe.  Parents may also take the 5Essentials survey.  Thank you to PTO for setting up and arranging the

book fair this year.

Annie Jr. is coming!  Interested in an ad?  See the flyer below.  Annie Jr. performances are Friday, February 11th at 6:00 pm and Saturday, February 12 at 2:00 pm

and 6:00 pm.  Thank you to Mrs. Hager and the staff and all the cast and crew for their hard work on this production!

Don’t forget to download our Mobile App and check out the website!  Have a great week and stay healthy! !

Partners in Education,

Mrs. Turman & Mrs. Rowe

Millbrook Minute:
A One-Minute Read of Celebrations, News & Reminders for Millbrook Junior High Families
Celebrations: Thanks for a very good day of ELearning on Wednesday last week. We are pretty good at adjusting to different
situations!
News: It is TECH WEEK for our first-ever musical, Annie Jr., with three performances; February 11 at 6pm, February 12 at 2pm and
6pm.  Our 7th and 8th grade classes will be selling refreshments and Silent Auction items at the shows.  More show information is
further on here in ENews.Annie Jr. - our first musical is set for performances on February 11 & 12. Ticket information will be shared
soon!
Reminders: Freshmen Registration at MJH on Tuesday, February 9 at 6:30.
Please remind your student to bring a water bottle to school each day.
Please bring cold weather gear to school for outdoor recess. We go out every day for 20 minutes. It’s cold outside!   Have a great
week!
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Millbrook Junior High School

Activities Update

February 7-11, 2022

Reminder to self-certify COVID symptoms everyday!  Call the school if your child has a fever 100.4 or
higher or any other symptoms by 6:30 for bus riders and 7:45 for drop offs.

Mon, Feb. 7 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
7th-8th Girls BBall Practice -  3:00-4:30
Annie Rehearsal, 3-7:00@ NGS - Cast & Crew ride shuttle bus to NGS at end of day

Tues, Feb. 8 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
7th-8th Girls BBall Practice -  3:00-4:30
Scholastic Bowl Practice - 3-4:15
Annie Rehearsal, 3-7:00@ NGS - Cast & Crew ride shuttle bus to NGS at end of day

Wed, Feb. 9 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
7th-8th Girls BBall Practice -  3:00-4:30
Freshman Registration at Newark High School - 6:30pm (use Main Office Entrance)
Annie Rehearsal, 3-7pm @ NGS - Cast & Crew ride shuttle bus to NGS at end of day

Thurs, Feb. 10 8th Graders report to MJH  8am
7th-8th Girls BBall Practice - 6:15-7:45am
Annie Rehearsal, 3-7pm @ NGS - Cast & Crew ride shuttle bus to NGS at end of day

Fri,  Feb. 11 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
Annie 1st SHOW @ 6:00 PM    Cast & Crew Call time- 4:00 PM

Sat. Feb 12 Annie Jr. 2nd  SHOW @ 2:00 PM 3rd SHOW @ 6:00 PM
Cast & Crew Call time- NOON
Dinner/Snacks provided

Sun. Feb. 13 Annie Jr Set Strike 2-5:00 PM Adult volunteers ONLY
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The District reports weekly COVID information.

Daily Symptom Checks in Teacher Ease
Part of our back to school mitigation plan includes the parent responsibility of daily symptom checks in your
Teacherease Portal.   You should see the link below when you login.  Please click on it and then answer the
questions for each child in the morning.  Thank you for your help and support as we try to keep everyone safe and
healthy.
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