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On Friday, February 4, 2022, the Sangamon County Circuit Court granted a temporary
restraining order (TRO) affecting certain school districts and specific individuals in those
districts. The TRO temporarily suspended enforcement of mask mandates for students and
exclusion for asymptomatic close contacts. Our District was a party to that case. The case is
being appealed and a request to stay the court’s TRO ruling has been filed. As a result, a final
and certain outcome has not been reached at this point.

In response to the court ruling that came out on Friday, United 304 Schools will be mask
optional as of Monday February 7, 2022.  The ruling clearly states that, at least for a temporary
period of time, schools cannot mandate masks and close contact quarantines for plaintiffs.  For
practical purposes, the United CUSD will suspend our return to learn policy for ALL students.
Effective immediately our return to school plan will change to our previous mask optional policy.
We will also cease close contact exclusion of asymptomatic students through the duration of the
court order.Federal law requires masks on buses - that will not change.  We ask that you not
strain our bus drivers - who already have a difficult job and please voluntarily wear a mask on
the bus.

This has been a grind.  Throughout this entire process we’ve tried to be consistent in meeting
the letter of the law with every decision.  I know that every decision has not been widely agreed
too - and some haven’t even been successful - but our intentions have always been to be safe
and follow the mandates as prescribed.  We will do the same with this new order.  For the last 2
years we’ve accommodated those that were fearful and concerned about the virus.  With this
new order those most concerned will continue to accommodate for the rest.

For now, the ball is in your court.  Every family needs to determine the best course of action for
their students.  Let’s all be conscious that one person’s decision and reasoning may be different
than their own.  Hopefully we can all appreciate those differences.  We continue to urge families
to keep home children that are exhibiting symptoms - no different than we would have Thursday
or 3 years ago.  For Monday - if your wishes are for your child to wear a mask throughout the
day - please put a note in your child’s book bag indicating that.  We will continue to find those
moments during the day where they can have a break from the mask like we have been.

While the pandemic is not over and this order is temporary as it stands, this step signifies a
return to pre-pandemic ways - but I  assure you we are still conscious of the health and
well-being of our kids and will do anything we can to keep them safe within the confines of the
law.

As always, thank you for your patience as we maneuver through a time period we’ll not soon
forget.

Sincerely
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