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_____________________________________________________________________________________

February 6, 2022

Dear BR Families,

This letter is to update you regarding COVID-19 mitigations in Blue Ridge School District. You may have
read the Sangamon County court decision, which can be found here, that resulted in a Temporary
Restraining Order (TRO) stating that named school districts cannot mandate masks, quarantine "close
contacts", or require vaccinations or testing of staff.  While Blue Ridge is not named in the suit, we are
aware that the impact of this decision does indeed affect us.

In response, at this time, Blue Ridge School District will pause the enforcement of all mandates. During
this pause, we will return to our original plan to recommend, not require, masking. I encourage each
family to determine what immediate steps they feel are most appropriate for their children and family
circumstances.  I also encourage everyone to be tolerant and empathetic to others' choices.

Due to federal law, masks are still required on all school district transportation.

Close contacts will not be excluded, but we will provide courtesy calls to let you know if your student was
potentially exposed to COVID-19 at school.

Please understand that the recent TRO is indeed temporary. Our pause of COVID-19 mitigations may
also be temporary, as we await action from the appellate court in the next two weeks. We will continue to
be responsive to additional rulings and we will continue to communicate how that impacts Blue Ridge.

Thank you for your continued understanding and we appreciate your patience as we continue to navigate
this complex issue that rightfully does not belong at the schoolhouse doors.

Respectfully,

Dr. Hillary Stanifer
Superintendent

Dr. Hillary Stanifer, Superintendent
Mr. Brian Easter, BRHS Principal      Mrs. Mary Diener, BRHS Interim Assistant Principal

Mrs. Katie Nichols, BRIJHS Principal    Mr. Ryan Peyton, Ruth M. Schneider Elementary Principal

https://www.iasb.com/IASB/media/Documents/2022/TRO_Order_2-4-22.pdf

