
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 6, 2022 

 

 

Dear Parents and Staff, 

 

 As you may know, late on February 4, 2022 Sangamon County Circuit Judge Raylene Girschow entered a 

temporary restraining order (TRO) prohibiting the Illinois Department of Public Health, the Illinois State Board of 

Education, and the Governor (the State Defendants) from (i) requiring students and teachers to wear masks, absent 

a lawful order of quarantine issued in conformance with the IDPH Act; (ii) excluding teachers and students based 

on an alleged close contact unless due process is afforded and IDPH procedures are followed; and (iii) requiring 

weekly COVID-19 testing for unvaccinated employees without first providing due process of law.   

 

It is anticipated the State Defendants, will immediately appeal the Judge’s order to the Fourth District 

Appellate Court seeking to vacate the TRO. In fact, the State Defendants have already requested Judge Grischow 

stay the enforcement of the TRO until the appellate court rules on the matter. In other words, this ruling from 

Judge Grischow may be stayed or reversed as early as Monday, at which time Limestone Community High 

School would again be required to follow the Executive Orders and ISBE rules and guidance. 

 

 It is the intention of Limestone Community High School to comply with the TRO until otherwise 

directed by the trial or the appellate court.  We have reviewed the TRO closely with our legal counsel, and 

believe that the terms of the TRO prevent Limestone Community High School from enforcing the Executive 

Orders and ISBE rules and guidance, but it does not prevent Limestone Community High School from 

implementing its Board of Education approved Return to School Plan.  Under this plan, our current district 

positivity data puts us in the level one mitigation level which recommends masking.  A link to our Return to 

School Plan can be viewed on our COVID-19 webpage or directly at https://5il.co/158bh. 

 

While the district encourages the use of masks and COVID-19 testing, under the Board of Education Plan 

and our current mitigation level (Level 1), it will not exclude students or staff who choose either not to wear a 

mask or be tested. We appreciate your continued support as we navigate the changes to COVID-19 guidance in 

addition to the ever-changing legal situation. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Allan S. Gresham, Ed.D. 

Superintendent 

https://5il.co/158bh

