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Collaboration Leads to 
Semester Success

ADMINISTRATION

Despite the sudden 
transition away from 
traditional classrooms, 

our teachers, parents and stu-
dents worked together to finish 
the year strong! “When we 
planned for eLearning, it was 
never intended for consecutive 
days of instruction,” super-
intendent Mary Harper said. 
“Teachers quickly stepped up 
to make the best of the world 
of virtual learning. Everyone, 
including parents and stu-
dents, played critical roles in 
making the eLearning experi-
ence a successful one.” 

This semester’s newsletter 
highlights each school, which, 
despite the challenges, fulfilled 
our mission and exceeded the 
expectation to educate every 
student, every day, no excep-
tions and no excuses.

UPDATES

Student Items: Principals will 
communicate the schedule 
regarding when parents may 
pick up their students’ items 
that were left in cubbies, desks, 
and lockers. Yearbooks that 
were ordered earlier in the 
year will also be available for 
pick up. This will be a drive-
through type distribution. 
Watch your principal’s listserv 
for detailed information. 

Moving Ahead: As we look 
forward to the 2020-21 school 
year, we hope to start on a 
traditional schedule. However, 
with the uncertainty of Indi-
ana’s reopening, we will closely 
monitor and develop alterna-
tive plans based on Governor 
Holcomb’s executive orders.

Giving Back: SCS has been 
pleased to help the community 
during the pandemic by donat-
ing the following items:

• Three thermometers 
and 1,800 ear probe 
covers to the Shelbyville 
Fire Department 

• 300 protective eyewear 
glasses, 1,000 latex 
gloves and 100 masks 
to MHP

• 7,200 ear probe covers 
to Ashford Place

• Cots offered to MHP 
for an emergency make-
shift clinic, if needed

We also donated the following 
to Homeland Security:

• Two temporal lobe 
thermometers,

• Six adult blood pressure 
cuffs,

• Six single head stetho-
scopes,

• Two dual head stetho-
scopes, and

• Three pulse oximeters.

DINING SERVICE
UPDATES

The closing of school buildings 
did not stop food services at 
Shelbyville Central Schools. 
“We got our ducks in a row 
and figured out how best to 
reach out to the community,” 
Chartwells dining services 
director Nick Koenig said. 

Those efforts were visible all 
over town, with meals provid-
ed not only at the preschool 
and each of the three SCS 
elementary schools, but also 
at several remote locations. 
Food was served daily during 
the week with additional meals 
offered on Friday for the week-
end. The dining staff averaged 
approximately 4,300 meals 
served each day, provided free 
to anyone 18 years old and 
younger.

“We were expecting about 500 
meals per day,” Koenig said. 
“It has been very encouraging 
for my team to see such great 
participation.”

Meals will continue to be pro-
vided at the current sites until 
May 22. There will be no meals 
served between May 25 - 29. 
The summer feeding program 
will begin on June 1. The pick-
up sites will be SHS and Loper, 
and the three mobile sites will 
continue, as well. At this time, 
children will not need to be 
present for the summer meal 
program, but this may change.
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“We got our 
ducks in a row 
and figured out 
how best to 
reach out to the 
community.”
— Chartwells dining services 

director Nick Koenig



Golden Bear Preschool 
administrators and 
staff hoped to attract 

200 children to the new facility 
when it opened last fall. By Au-
gust, enrollment had already 
landed at 236 and climbed to 
345 by the final day of classes 
this spring.

“To be able to offer students 
high-quality early education 
in this new facility has been 
amazing for our community 
and our families,” principal 
Lora Nigh said.

Although parents of prospec-
tive students could not tour 
the building while it was under 
construction last summer, they 
were eventually able to see the 
hands-on classrooms, rock 
climbing wall, SENSES play-
room and more at a fall open 
house and a special friends 
and grandparents night, which 
attracted over 800 attendees. 

“The hallways looked amazing 
as they were filled with student 
work,” Nigh said. “Everything 
was bright and beautiful.”

Educational leaders from 
surrounding communities and 
parents have enjoyed numer-
ous tours and events. One 
popular program featured a 
partnership between preschool 
staff and MHP to model child 
development activities.

“There were six stations 
around the school where 
families learned about de-
velopmentally appropriate 
practices in the areas of nutri-
tion, engagement in reading, 
independence, social-emotion-
al skills, communication, and 
fine and gross motor skills,” 
Nigh said. “The goal was to 
share activities you could do 
at home without purchasing 
fancy toys and that you could 
use to replace screen time.”

Adventures were not limited 
only to scheduled events. 
Every day featured songs, play 
and active learning through 
programs such as  Japanese 
Cultural Day, community 
guest readers and speakers, 
a special visiting reader from 
an assisted living facility and 
engaging STEM (Science 
Technology Engineering and 
Math)

activities. There was truly 
something for everyone, 
including special education 
students.

“The elementary schools will 
soon see the impact we have 
made,” Nigh said of the 183 
Golden Bear Preschool stu-
dents who are now age-appro-
priate for kindergarten. “And, 
while we will not see it for a 
while, we are building a better 
workforce for our community.”

Golden Bear Preschool is now 
accepting applications for 
fall 2020. For more informa-
tion visit https://preschool.
shelbycs.org/apps/pages/
application or call 317-392-
2449. During the 2020-2021 
school year, the preschool 
will be accepting On My Way 
Pre-K and federal Child Care 
Development Fund (CCDF) 
vouchers.

GOLDEN BEAR PRESCHOOL
1115 E. State Rd. 44, Shelbyville, IN 46176 • 317-392-2449

Principal Lora Nigh

Golden Bear Preschool Exceeds Expectations
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shelbyville high school
2003 S. Miller St., Shelbyville, IN 46176 • 317-398-9731

Principal Brent Baker

SHS Seniors Moving Forward

The Class of 2020 may 
have left the building 
but we are not finished 

recognizing your outstanding 
accomplishments yet. Thanks 
to the generosity of local busi-
nesses, every senior has been 
honored with a yard sign on 
display in front of SHS. Fami-
lies will be able to retrieve the 
signs later in May. We also held 
a virtual awards banquet and 
will soon recognize our Top 10 
seniors. The SHS administra-
tion, faculty and staff addition-
ally expresses our appreciation 
for graduating seniors entering 
the armed services. 

Each SHS student has gone 
above and beyond over the 
past few weeks. Below is just 
one example of your contin-
ued accomplishments. We 
wish you a safe and enjoyable 
summer!

SHS STUDENTS GIVE 
FROM AFAR
 
Hannah Lux was planning 

to run the virtual version of 
this year’s 500 Festival Mini 
Marathon when SHS principal 
Brent Baker reached out to Na-
tional Honor Society members 
for help. “With campus closed, 
the usual 
school 
fundraisers 
had been 
scrapped,” 
he said. 
How could 
involved 
students 
still play 
a role in 
helping 
with the 
local unit-
ed fund? 

“I decided 
to take the 
opportunity to complete the 
run with a purpose and donate 
to SCUFFY afterwards,” Lux 
said. 

She is not alone. Fellow NHS 
members Ethan Aspley and 
Paige Blackketter also person-

ally donated. So did Mr. Baker, 
who even started a social 
media challenge.
 
“I do not like TikTok, but I am 
going to do it to raise money 

for SCUFFY,” 
Baker admitted 
on the SHS an-
nouncements.

Students had 
extra time for 
the challenge 
since school 
moved to virtual 
learning. They 
took the changes 
in stride.

“My favorite 
eLearning class 
is both of my 
band classes 

because Mr. Smith and Mrs. 
Anderson choose fun music 
lessons that we can also use 
for quarantine entertainment,” 
Blackketter said.

Aspley said “Introduction to 
Engineering Design” has been 

a highlight of each day. 

“Mr. Parsons has done a great 
job keeping us involved with 
hands-on projects while we 
are away from school,” Aspley 
said.

Although Lux, a graduating 
senior who will attend Purdue 
University in the fall, said 
she misses communicating in 
person with her teachers, she 
has appreciated the flexibility 
of course assignments.

“I have been able to work at 
my own pace, whenever I can, 
which has opened the oppor-
tunity to spend more time with 
my family,” Lux said.

She is also taking advantage of 
regular video conferences with 
teachers so she does not have 
to resort to mere email.

“I believe we all are acknowl-
edging how the ‘grass is always 
greener’ and school was not 
too bad after all,” Lux said, 
laughing.
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“I have been able 
to work at my own 
pace, whenever 
I can, which 
has opened the 
opportunity to 
spend more time 
with my family.”

— Hannah Lux



shelbyville middle school
1200 W. McKay Rd., Shelbyville, IN 46176 • 317-392-2551

Principal Ryan Mikus

Virtual Learning Relevant 
for Middle School Students

The real world has 
become the classroom 
for SMS students, and 

teachers are pulling out all the 
stops to guide the journey.

“In biology class, we have 
actually done assignments 
on the coronavirus itself,” 
eighth-grader Olivia Bowman 
said. “We watched Brainpops 
and answered questions after 
reading from responsible, 
trusted sources.”

Sixth-graders are learning 
how small choices lead to big 
changes through a novel study 
of “Seedfolks” by Paul Fleis-
chman. Students researched 
how to grow various flowers 
and crops. They also created 

videos based on book chapters 
and chose an area of the local 
community that could use 
improvement, offering detailed 
proposals.

“I have several students who 
are really rocking this,” English 
Language Arts teacher Heidi 
McIntire said. 

She is actively participating, 
too. McIntire recently finished 

poring through 
student Jesse Ham-
lin’s research on the 
saguaro cactus. “That 
was definitely inter-
esting to learn about,” 
she said.

Many staples of the 
traditional classroom 
have been modified 
to meet the digital 
world. 

Eighth-grade students 
participated in a 
virtual leadership fo-
rum featuring school 

superintendent Mary Harper, 
Major Health Partners vice 
president Ryan Claxton, and 
Shelbyville Mayor Tom De-
Baun. The panelists discussed 
how they have led through the 
pandemic and shared leader-
ship pointers.

Seventh- and eighth-grade 
Biology students have also 
remained on track for high 
school success. In addition to 
lessons on the virus, teacher 
Scott Hughes has shared fun 
songs about social distancing 
and even arranged virtual 
dissections for students.

“It was very gross,” Biology II 
student Isabella Matney said. 
“The website gave us a place 
where we could drag and drop 
the different internal organs of 

the animal. I do not know how 
Mr. Hughes could handle it all 
day.” 

While nothing replaces the 
collaborative dynamics of a 
classroom, SMS students ap-
preciate the faculty’s focus on 
relevant topics.

Bowman especially enjoys 
daily Google Meet chats with 
classmates and staff.

“(Teachers) ask us real-world 
questions, things about the 
government and health care, 
just to hear our opinions,” 
Bowman said. “I am so grate-
ful that teachers are doing 
these things because it is some-
thing I look forward to every 
day, and it is truly making this 
whole situation a lot easier.”
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“I AM SO GRATEFUL 
THAT TEACHERS 
ARE DOING THESE 
THINGS...”

— Olivia Bowman



Not even a 
pandemic 
could stop 

Coulston Elemen-
tary teachers.

“We have worked 
hard to build a 
sense of commu-
nity and belonging 
for our students 
and their families 
at Coulston,” third-
grade teacher Beth 
Small said.

Despite the build-
ing’s closure, they 
carried that same 
focus into virtual 
learning. One of 
their most popular 
activities was a 
rotating masked 
reader. The idea 
was conceived 
by second-grade 
teacher Tara 

Harmon while watching “The 
Masked Singer” television 
show.

“I started 
thinking about 
how I had been 
posting videos 
of myself 
reading books 
for my class 
to enjoy and 
how we could 
do a spin-off 
show to make it educational,” 
Harmon said. “I know my 
students love having stories 
read to them. Plus, this would 
be a fun way for students to see 
our staff and play along in the 
guessing!”

Students were kept guessing 
over the next several weeks as 
a welder, Kermit, a dinosaur 
reading “How Do Dinosaurs 
Go To School?” and vari-
ous disguised teachers read 
different stories. Each masked 
reader appeared early in the 
week, read and offered three 
clues to his or her identity. The 
much-anticipated unmasking 
occurred a few days later.

Small ensured the process 
stayed on track through social 
media platforms.

“It gives us a way to add a little 
fun to these days that can seem 
uncertain and stressful,” Small 
said. “I like that we can reach 

out and remind our students 
and their families that we are 
still here.”

Participating 
readers were 
Principal 
Patrick Guil-
foy, Assistant 
Principal Nicci 
Sargent and 
teachers Kayla 
Gaddie, Susan 
Lockridge, Joni 

Ramsey, JJ DeArmitt, Emily 
Burrow, Ashley Heller, Taylor 
Olson, Keri Weiler, Shyla Van 
Cleave, Jill Scott, Sarah Run-
ion and Harmon. 

Parents and grandparents 
relayed the guesses online and 
expressed appreciation for the 
continuous efforts.

“We love this!” one parent 
wrote. “Thanks so much for 
making our quarantine fun!”

For Coulston’s staff, it was all 
part of using new methods to 
finish strong.

“We get the chance to be a lit-
tle silly and make our students 
smile, even if we cannot see 
those smiles in person,” Small 
said.

Coulston Elementary School
121 Knightstown Rd., Shelbyville, IN 46176 • 317-398-3185

Principal Patrick Guilfoy

Coulston Keeps ‘Sense of  Community’ Alive
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“THANKS SO MUCH 
FOR MAKING OUR
QUARANTINE FUN!”

— Parent



Hendricks Elementary school
1111 St. Joseph St., Shelbyville, IN 46176 • 317-398-7432

Principal Deryck Ramey

Hendricks Staff Go Interactive 
for Virtual Learning

Second-grade teacher Mi-
chelle Karmire, contacted 
all of her students’ par-

ents immediately following the 
shift to virtual learning, and 
of those completing the online 
coursework, 100 percent of 
them are turning it in. After all, 
no one wants to miss the vid-
eos of Karmire 
reading to her 
goats, Leonard, 
Molly, Sheldon 
and Raj.

“If I cannot read 
to my children 
at school, I will read to these 
kids here,” Karmire said in 
the opening of one clip. But 
Karmire goes way beyond 
reading stories such as “Llama 
Llama and the Bully Goat” to 
four goats at home. She also 
holds weekly Zoom meetings 
that feature spelling games and 
hangman.

“The game they loved was 
a fun version of show-and-
tell,” Karmire said. “Some-
one would pick a color, then 
everyone would all go look for 
something of that color and 
bring it back and share.”

Since her class had just started 
a geometry unit when the 
building closed, she also has 
students find and share cylin-

ders, quadrilaterals, spheres 
and objects with right angles. 

 
The sharing has extended 
beyond the classroom, too. 
Fourth-grade teachers Melissa 
Gerline-Clagg and Kayla Craft 
delivered goodies directly to 

students’ 
homes. Craft 
provided 
the balloons 
and candy 
and Ger-
line-Clagg 
created gift 

bags with books, candy and 
Play-Doh.

There was even a car parade 
featuring Hendricks teachers 
and staff. They snaked through 
the district honking and 
waving, complete with a police 
escort. Kids on bicycles co-
alesced throughout the parade 
route, adults without young 
children stepped out onto 
porches, and both young and 
old waived signs of encourage-
ment to each other. 

“Almost every neighborhood 
we traveled through, the kids 
had their own signs with 
messages for us,” second-grade 
teacher Nicole Terrell said. 
“That filled my heart so much.”

Several teachers are even visit-
ing students’ homes.

“I drive to their house and talk 
to them from my car,” Karmire 
said. She has also written 
“old-fashioned friendly letters,” 
she said, and several students 
have written back.

Principal Deryck Ramey 
has been impressed with the 
efforts, but not surprised.

“One of the things that makes 
me so proud as the principal of 
Hendricks Elementary is that 

our staff is constantly look-
ing for ways to support our 
students and their families,” 
he said.

From the kindergarten teach-
ers creating YouTube videos to 
students, staff and Mrs. Titus’ 
dog, Penny, filming a version 
of “The Git Up” song, the sup-
port has been universal. The 
fourth-grade teachers encap-
sulated everyone’s feelings best 
last week with a photo collage 
that spelled out their feelings 
on paper: “WE MISS YOU!” 
it read.
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“WE MISS YOU!”
— Hendricks Elementary



loper elementary school
901 Loper Dr., Shelbyville, IN 46176 • 317-398-9725

Principal Adam Harpring

Loper Staff ‘Paws and Pass the Mic’

Loper Elementary li-
brarian Jessica DeHart 
knew that maintaining 

a strong connection between 
students and staff would ben-
efit everyone. She just was not 
certain how to do it until Mr. 
Harpring suggested she “get 
a YouTube channel.” DeHart 
consulted with school social 
worker Leann Porter, and a 
sensation was born.

Six weeks and countless posts 
later, the “Paws and Pass the 
Mic” channel and Facebook 
page have amassed a regular 
following. Teachers post daily 
read-alouds, science exper-
iments, uplifting messages, 
Mindful Minute Monday 
meditations, nature educa-
tion videos and everything in 
between.

“Sometimes a two-minute 
video with a familiar voice can 
change your day; I even feel 
that when I watch the videos,” 
DeHart said. “While it is still 
kind of a one-way connection, 
I know they are there. It is 
awesome.”

Harpring has joined in on the 
fun, posting “Bulldog News 
Bulletin” videos each Friday 
featuring positive updates from 
Loper constituents.

All of this on top of regular 
school work.

“We are trying to keep things 
as normal as possible for our 
students by using the pro-
grams they have been using 
all year, such as Aleks, Reflex, 
and Edmentum,” third-grade 
teacher Traci Cox said. “This is 
in addition to the math, read-
ing, science and social studies 
practice assignments that help 
to reinforce the skills we have 
been working on and building 
all year.” 

Harpring reinforces that sense 
of normalcy by recogniz-
ing Reflex champions in his 
bulletin, displaying pictures 
of student artwork and even 
showing student videos.

Fifth-grade teacher Andy Snow      
said that he expects the same 
commitment to excellence, but 
has adjusted delivery methods 
to best fit virtual learning. He 
has even picked up a few new 
tools of the trade. 

“This has opened up the door 
to be a little more creative in 
the lesson structure as we have 
gamified some of the lessons 
using Go Formative and 
Quizizz instead of just filling 
out worksheets and PDFs,” 
Snow said.

“That spirit of creativity and 
exploration has spilled over to 
the kids,” Cox said.

“They are all doing what 

works for them and their fam-
ily during this unprecedented 
time and I could not ask for 
anything more,” she said. 
“They are using their brains; 
that is all that matters.” 

The overarching goal has been 
to keep students’ well-being a 
priority during a challenging 
time.

“Mr. Harpring always ends his 
Loper emails with, ‘We rise 
by lifting others,’ and that hits 
hard every time, but with this 
uncertain time, that quote is 
more important than ever,” 
DeHart said. “I feel so lucky 
to be surrounded with such 
amazing educators and ad-
ministrators that support and 
guide all of us at Loper and 
Shelbyville Central Schools.”
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