
NORTH LITTLE ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

AGENDA

Board Workshop - Board of Education
Administration Building

2400 Willow Street
North Little Rock, AR 72114

Viewers will be able to watch the meeting live on YouTube. The YouTube Channel is NLRSD Board Meetings.

Thursday, February 10, 2022 05:30 PM

ESSA Update
Presenter: Dr. Torrye Hooper, Deputy Superintendent

ESSA Update - February 10 2022 (p. 2)

1.

Got Books, Love Reading Campaign Presentation

Presenters:
Mrs. Lori Smith, Executive Director of Elementary Curriculum, Assessment, and Accountability
Ms. Crystal Barker, Parent and Family Engagement - VIPS Coordinator

Got Books Reading Campaign Board Presentation (p. 22)

2.
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https://app.eduportal.com/documents/view/821941
https://app.eduportal.com/documents/view/821939


North Little Rock 
School District 

Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) Overview 

 
Dr. Torrye Hooper, Deputy Superintendent   

February 3, 2022
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North Little Rock 
School District Purpose

● To inform the School Board and other stakeholders on the major components of the Every 
Student Success Act (ESSA) accountability measures for local school school systems within 
the State of Arkansas. 

● To establish strong solid systems for monitoring, analyzing and improving individual student 
performance and individual campuses.

● To begin creating goals with timelines, specifically as it relates to the content areas of Math 
and Reading.
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North Little Rock 
School District Our Current Starting Point

3

Every Campus has an 
area of improvement*
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability Update

Every Student Success Act (ESSA)

ESSA - is a federal policy from the US Department of Education 
(USDE) that replaced the No Child Left Behind Act of 1965. In 
addition, ESSA outlines specifically how the U.S.D.E will hold 
the State of Arkansas accountable for school performance and 
focuses on improvement and opportunity for all students. 
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North Little Rock 
School District Arkansas Accountability

Purpose:
To ensure compliance with federal and 
local policy, the State of Arkansas rating 
system has a multiple measure approach 
that includes the following:

Packet page 6 of 30



North Little Rock 
School District Accountability Continued
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North Little Rock 
School District Our Current Starting Point

7

Every Campus has an 
area of improvement*

**2021 Reading 
Data
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North Little Rock 
School District 

Presentation Title

Diving into 
“Student Growth”

**Growth is 
measured for all 
students in grades 
3-12 over a period 
of time in the areas 
of ELA, Math, and 
English Language 
Proficiency
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North Little Rock 
School District Student Growth Over the Past 2-4 years

Sample Student “A”
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North Little Rock 
School District 

State Expectations as it relates to 
“Growth”
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability Rules/Requirements

Description of Indicator (**participation is important) Assessment Participation. Schools are required to asses 
at least 95% of students in grades 3-10. If schools do not test 

at least 95% of their population, 95% the denominator for 
calculating achievement will automatically be adjusted to 

95%. **Everyone is required to test.

Included Subgroups •All students
•White

•African American
•Hispanic

•Economically Disadvantaged
•English Learner

•Students with Disabilities

Assessment and Grade Levels ACT Aspire; Grades 3-10
Multi-State Alternate Assessment (MSAA)

Arkansas Alternative Portfolio Assessment for Science (APA 
Science); Grades 5, 7, 10 for students flagged for alternate 

science portfolio

Included Subjects Math, ELA, and Science

Packet page 12 of 30



North Little Rock 
School District Accountability Rules/Requirements

Students excluded from calculations 
(**coding is important)

ACT Aspire
•Incarcerated/Juvenile Detention

•EL student with less than a year. Starting in 2018 every student 
must test

•Moved to a different state/out of country
•Deceased

MSAA
•EL student with less than a year. Starting in 2018 every student 

must test 
•Exempt

APA Science
•Moved out of state/out of country

•Out of state transfer enrolled after Jan 15th.
•Health problems or pregnancy resulted in extended absence or 

death

Determining percent tested (**must be 
completed in Reading/Math)
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability and ACT Aspire
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability and ACT Aspire
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability and ACT Aspire

Sample 3rd grade Reading 
Passage
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability and ACT Aspire

Sample 3rd grade Reading 
Passage and Question
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability and ACT Aspire

Sample 3rd grade Reading 
Passage and Question
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North Little Rock 
School District Accountability and Next Steps

1. Making our School Leaders aware of the State accountability system and the 
implications for each individual campuses. 

2. Begin triangulating individual school data, setting goals and implementing a 
progress monitoring system with follow up.

3. Track our attendance rates by campus and looking at the trends.

4. Track and review our participation rates and review the trends.
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North Little Rock 
School District Conclusion

We will continue to increase the 
knowledge, and build the capacity 
of our school leaders and district 
personnel to ensure we are 
implementing researched based 
instructional practices district 
wide.

Our goal is to ensure each student 
is provided the opportunity to 
maximize on their full potential.
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North Little Rock 
School District Contact and Questions

Dr. Torrye Hooper

Deputy Superintendent

hoopert@nlrsd.org

(501) 771-8066
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North Little Rock 
School District 

NLRSD
“Got Books? Love Reading! Reading is C.O.O.L.”

(Creates and Opens Opportunities to Learn)
Community Reading Campaign

Presented by:

Mrs. Lori Smith
Executive Director of Elementary Curriculum, Assessment, and Accountability

Ms. Crystal Barker 
District Parent and Community Engagement Coordinator

February 3, 2022
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North Little Rock 
School District Purpose

● To engage parents and stakeholders in supporting reading across the district.

● To educate parents and stakeholders about the following: 
       Reading Initiative for Student Excellence (R.I.S.E.)
        Wilson Language program (Fundations and Just Words)

● To increase parental involvement with reading at home. 

● To increase reading scores among all subgroups in the district. 

● To increase the percentage of students at each grade level who are reading on or above grade level 

● By increasing all students' activity in reading, long term positive benefits include creativity, 
imagnitaiton, improved concentration, motivation, reduction of  stress and much more. 
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North Little Rock 
School District Background Information

● All elementary schools received the Successful Outcomes for Arkansas Readers 
(S.O.A.R) Grant from The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE).

● Goal 2 of the Reading Initiative for Student Excellence (R.I.S.E) is to create 
community collaboration around reading.

● The S.O.A.R. Grant is used for:
○ reading instructional resources 
○ community outreach 
○ education around the importance of reading
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North Little Rock 
School District Event Timeline 

● January 31, 2022
○ Parents are invited to a virtual Parent University to learn more about how reading is 

taught and the Wilson reading curricula.

● February 10, 2022
○ The NLR Community is invited to our Parent and Family University session to learn  

information about the campaign and how they can get involved.

● February 14-March 4, 2022 
○  “Got Books? Love Reading!”campaign kicks off at each elementary building.

● March 7-11, 2022
○ “Got Books? Love Reading!” culmination week 

■ A night at each building (virtually) that involves activities for parents and students 
to celebrate reading.
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North Little Rock 
School District Parent/Community Survey/Feedback  

A survey has been emailed to parents and community stakeholders, to collect
data around questions such as:

● How much time do you spend reading with your child daily?
● How familiar are you with the reading program used in all NLRSD elementary schools?
● Would you be willing to attend a class/meeting to learn more about how to help children 

with reading at home?
● Do you have a variety of books available for your child to read at home?

The same survey will be sent after the campaign to see if parents and  
stakeholders indicate that they know more about the reading program and how 
they can support their child.
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North Little Rock 
School District Next Steps and Timeline 

● Continue to engage parents with information, instructional tools,  and strategies 
to support their child’s reading growth and achievement.

● Post survey to parents, community leaders, and stakeholders - April 2023.

● Reflect on campaign with administrators to begin planning 2022-2023 “Got 
Books” reading campaign.

● Continue to monitor NWEA data to track progress toward reading growth 
goals.
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North Little Rock 
School District 

Be watching for more information and join us in our efforts to get students to LOVE reading…
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North Little Rock 
School District             Parent and Family University 
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North Little Rock 
School District Contact and Questions

Mrs. Lori Smith, NBCT, Ed. S.
Executive Director of Elementary Curriculum, Assessment, and Accountability

smithl@nlrsd.org
(501) 771-8120

Ms. Crystal Barker, M.A.
District Parent, Family and Community Engagement Coordinator

barkerc@nlrsd.org
501-771-8013
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