
CRESSKILL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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(201) 227-7791, Fax: (201) 567-7976

February 4, 2022

Good Afternoon,

Here is our latest update on the current status of the Chodae Church Educational Center in
Northvale for all of our Grades 6-12 students.

● Northvale Mayor & Council Meeting: We just received a copy of the formal resolution
adoption from the Northvale Mayor & Council meeting on Wednesday. This provides
official clearance for our use of the Chodae Church Educational Center.  Many thanks to
Mayor Marana and the entire Northvale Council for their support.

● Storage Units: We have secured 12 portable storage units to be placed in the parking lot
of the educational center. The storage units will be delivered next week, allowing us to
start transporting all of the necessary furniture and supplies to Northvale in preparation
for our first day.

● Safety & Security: Many thanks to Frank Delvecchio and Chief Shawn Stewart of the
Bergen County Public Safety Operations Center in Mahwah for loaning us the security
communication system for use at the building. Chief Stewart delivered the system to my
office today. We will be testing the communications channels next week with the
Cresskill Police and our administration. We will have a second safety and security
meeting with the Northvale, Norwood, and Cresskill Police next week to address specific
concerns raised by all three groups.

● Technology: Our Technology Director, Kevin Whitney, and assistant Christian Guerrero,
confirmed signal coverage and connectivity in every designated classroom space at the
building. There are a few small areas that need to be adjusted, and Chodae is currently
addressing problem areas.

● Cresskill Staff Orientation: Due to the projected weather concerns, we needed to move
our HS/MS staff orientation to next Monday, February 7th. All 6-12 students will have a
half-day of instruction next Monday.  Both elementary schools will operate on a regular
full-day schedule.

● Operational Concerns:  There is a huge concern with getting the building prepared for
use by Chodae Church on Friday afternoon. The amount of tables, chairs, technology,
materials, etc, that need to be removed from the building to be stored in the outdoor
storage units each weekend is extensive. It is critical that we ensure every Friday that the



building is returned in the exact same conditions we receive it each Monday. Not only do
we need to remove all of our materials, but we also must then set up the entire building
with the Chodae Church materials for their weekend students.

Therefore, the Cresskill HS/MS students will be virtual on Fridays when we
officially begin at the Chodae Educational Center. There will be no in-person
instruction or transportation at the educational center on Fridays. Students will
attend school in-person at the educational center on all other days.

While the turnaround on Sunday night/Monday morning will also be a challenge, it is
critical to provide our students at least four days of in-person instruction per week for the
remainder of the school year.

● Busing: Due to today’s weather concerns, the bus company postponed their practice run
of the route until Monday, February 7. This allows them to assess the timing, drop off,
and pick up procedures for the roughly 450 students that need transportation.

● AED (Automatic External Defibrillator): We have received approval from Chodae
Church to affix an AED to the building.

● Health/Sanitary Inspections: The Northvale Borough clerk has scheduled the inspection
with Bergen County for next week. There is a separate inspection that needs to be
completed with any public school location.

● Bergen County Approval: We are scheduled to have Bergen County approve our use of
the buildings for students next week. Fortunately, there are no boilers in the building.
There is a RTU (Roof Top Unit) that uses gas for heat and electricity for A/C. We are also
fortunate that there is no asbestos in the building, saving time for our approval as well.

● Target Starting Date:  We are tentatively planning on Wednesday, February 16th, as our
first official day for students at the Chodae Educational Center. This is contingent upon
the extensive amount of approvals and inspections next week, but we have indicated to
all parties that this is our strong preference for the first date of occupancy.

I hope to have a final update next week that secures all the information listed above. Thank you
again for your patience and support.

Best,
Michael Burke
Superintendent of Schools


