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Building Hours: 

9:10 1st Bell (students may enter)  /  9:15 2nd Bell (school starts)  /  4:07  Dismissal 

This month, Huron Valley Schools begins a partnership with the Milford Independent 
Cinema (known to us as the MIC).  The MIC is a local non-profit organization focused 
on becoming a resource for families in our great community.  Each month, your Hu-
ron Valley elementary schools will recognize two students for their individual creativ-
ity and/or for their positive leadership attributes demonstrated in school or out in 
the community.  Students who are selected will receive a certificate recognizing the 
exceptional contributions they are making and a special Golden 
Ticket reward that can be turned in at the MIC for two free tickets 
to an upcoming movie, two small soft drinks and two small bags of 
popcorn.  This program offers our students a chance to take a spe-
cial person to a movie at no charge.  We are very excited about 
this new program and look forward to celebrating these Students 
in the Spotlight each month. 

From the Principal’s Desk… 
This week marks the completion of our second quarter at Kurtz Ele-
mentary School.  Our staff and students have certainly been working 
diligently to grow and most importantly these days… stay healthy.  I 
continue to be so impressed by the support our parents have demonstrated as we 
navigate our new normal.   

It is important to remind parents to err on the side of caution and keep kids home 
when they are not feeling well.  There have been many examples of parents reluctant-
ly picking up children only to find out their child tests positive for COVID-19.  Although 
Kurtz has not been immune to the effects of the pandemic, we have been able to re-
frain from having to send classes home to learn virtually with only one exception.  I 
can tell you that your office team, in collaboration with our COVID coordinators, are 
consistently watching and evaluating each and every case that comes our way.  This 
process is something we hold in high regard and work hard to do with the utmost fi-
delity.   

My thanks go out to our community members for supporting us in the execution of 
our mission and responsibilities in this area.  If you would like to learn more about our 
district’s COVID-19 protocols, numbers of cases, or to seek answers to important 
questions, please check out the COVID-19 Dashboard on www.hvs.org.   
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Fourth and Fifth Graders Go to the Show 

Last month, all of our fourth and 
fifth graders walked over to the 
Milford Independent Cinema to 
watch the movie Tiger Ris-
ing.  Tiger Rising is based on a 
book of the same name written 
by Kate DiCamillo.   

Fourth graders at Kurtz have 
read this book together for sever-
al years.  The book has a great 
deal of value as it has created 
many opportunities to examine 
so many unique and diverse ide-
as that teachers and students 

have enjoyed unpacking in their 
classrooms.   

Both fourth and fifth graders 
shared how much they loved see-
ing the movie and actually going 
on a field trip for the first time 
this year.  Our team loved this 
field trip because we are only a 
ten minute walk away and we 
were able to have the whole thea-
ter to ourselves.  We look forward 
to being able to make this hap-
pen again soon!     

Students in the Spotlight 

This month, our Students in the 
Spotlight are Jazelle Hysko and 
Brady Carlson.  These students 
were recognized for their posi-
tive contributions at school and 
in our community.  



Page 3 

Lunch/Recess Supervisors are on Duty 

We would like to recognize our 
lunch/recess team.  Our veter-
ans Mark Goener and Rose-
mary Leffert welcomed new 
team members Deanna 
Keough, Melissa Clark and Mar-

Safety and Security at Kurtz 

Huron Valley Schools has adopted 
the Run, Hide, Fight protocol in 
response to the possibility of a 
dangerous person on site, in one 
of our schools.  Kurtz Elementary 
School was the first school in the 
district to run a scenarios-based 
training session with our entire 
staff.  The session was led by our 
own Milford Police Detective Dan 
Caldwell and Officer Chris 
Lapari.  The team led our team 
through drills that helped us to 
better understand how we can 
keep our students safe in an ac-
tive shooter event.  Each scenario 
gave team members chances to 
debrief and ask important ques-
tions.  We could not be happier 
with the outcome of the time we 

spent with friends from our local law 
enforcement agency.   
 
You may not be aware that each 
school in Huron Valley is required to 
have a minimum of two staff mem-
bers who are First Aid/CPR certi-
fied.  As of last month, twelve mem-
bers of the Kurtz team completed 
the training and have created a layer 
of protection that will help to ensure 
we are ready to support our commu-
nity members in the event of an 
emergency.  
  
We should also throw another shout 
out and thank you to our PTA for 
funding our Walkie-Talkie project this 
year.  After years of making due and 
executing plans to share the materi-

als we have had on hand, each 
classroom teacher and mem-
ber of our support staff now 
have a designated, high quality 
device to use each day.  Our 
new situation impacts our com-
munity in many positive 
ways.  Most importantly, Kurtz 
Elementary staff member com-
munication is now optimal, 
which is the best possible re-
sult we could ever ask for.   
 
When it comes to safety and 
security, our Kurtz community 
is dedicated to ensuring our 
team members have what they 
need to provide peace of mind 
and are able to maximize our 
ability to keep everyone safe. 

February 2022 

garet Leuchtman to the 
team.  We are so fortunate to 
have such child centered pro-
fessionals providing supervi-
sion to our students in the caf-
eteria and on the play-

ground.  Each team member 
is working hard to get to know 
our Cougars and are focused 
on helping them to have posi-
tive and safe interactions with 
one another.   

Construction Update 

Kurtz will be under construc-
tion for the last few months of 
the school year and through-
out the summer.  Starting this 
month, some preliminary work 
is going to be done to prepare 
the front of the building for our 
new entry way.  The area next 
to the gym will be gated off to 
give the contractors room to 
work and to store equipment.   

The main entrance will be 
closed during construction and 
moved to the next door to the 
right.  This door is labeled 
A5.  If we have learned any-
thing from the four buildings 
that were under construction 
last year, it is that we are all 
going to have to be patient as 
we navigate through the re-
modeling process.  

 Please keep in mind that we 
are going to experience addi-
tional challenges at Kurtz dur-
ing the months leading up to 
the end of the school year and 
that we are going to do every-
thing we can to minimize dis-
tractions and maximize the 
daily flow of traffic.  Thanks in 
advance for your understand-
ing!   
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Lunch and Recess Rocks! 

Principals for the Day! 

Last month, two of our Kurtz 
Cougars were able to partici-
pate in our Principal for the 
Half Day reward for being the 
highest individual fundraisers 
in our Color Run.  We had a 
blast creating a fun and unique 
experience for these top earn-
ers! 

The Kurtz Book Fair is 
open for students 
2/28 through 3/4 
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PTA Corner 

We hope January was full of 
fun family, winter activities. 
Families considering The Kurtz 
Ski Club can contact Susie 
Gallison 
at susiegallison@yahoo.com 

Kurtz PTA unanimously ap-
proved the fund request to 
purchase new Walkie-Talkies. 
They are currently being used 
buildingwide to improve safety 
responses and staff communi-
cation.  
 
Attention Artist! 2022/23 
Planner Cover Contest entries 
are due on 2/7! 
 
2022 Yearbook orders can be 

made on jostens.com until Feb-
ruary 28th.  

As Valentine’s Day approaches, 
we send heart-warming wishes 
to our fellow volunteers!  A 
heartfelt THANK YOU to all 
Kurtz parents and staff for stay-
ing involved, making our Cougar 
community stronger than ever!  
 
 

The Kurtz PTA welcomes      
EVERYONE!   

 
The next general membership 
PTA meeting will be held in-
person and on Zoom on Febru-
ary 9, 2022 at 7pm. Get in-
volved, share ideas and partici-
pate! 

2021/22 Kurtz PTA Board:   
Michelle Lauzon - PTA Presi-
dent   
Jenny MacDonell - Vice-
President   
Jodie Courtney - Treasurer   
Kristin Rolfe—Communications 
Secretary Amy Gritzinger - Re-
cording Secretary   
  
Follow us on Social Media   
Facebook - Kurtz Elementary 
PTA 2021-2022   
Instagram - Kurtz Elementary 
PTA  
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We are very proud of the pick- 
up and drop-off process we 
have in place at Kurtz.  We 
work hard to make this daily 
routine safe and effective.  
There are Kurtz staff mem-
bers assigned to ensuring our 
systems work effectively, 
while still making sure to use 
the time to connect with stu-
dents and provide support 
when and if support is need-
ed.   

We assure you that our sys-
tem works and is most effec-
tive when visitors follow our 
plan.  We are always focused 
on getting you in and out of 
the parking lot as quickly as 
possible.  Visitors can help us 
make pick-up and drop-off 
times flow best by not parking 
on the curb during pick-up and 
drop-off times.  Vehicles 
should be pulling up and 
quickly getting child(ren) in 
and out of the car.  Please do 
not get out and help children 
in or out of the vehicle.  Utilize 
Kurtz staff or park if your child 
requires extra support.   

Visitors should never pass in 

Pick-Up and Drop-Off 

the left lane of the loop be-
cause it is not safe for our stu-
dents and could (and has) re-
sulted in damage to vehicles, 
adding unnecessary stress on 
individuals.  We feel strongly 
that passing really only has the 
potential to save 
a few seconds on 
your commute 
and strongly ex-
pect you not to 
do it.   

If you are plan-
ning to park, 
please park in a 
designate park-
ing space.  Kurtz 
staff members 
park in the back of the lot in 
order to make it as easy as pos-
sible for parents to find a park-
ing space in our small parking 
lot.  Also, students should never 
be walking through the parking 
lot without an adult.   

Parents, please observe the 
posted speed limit sign on 
Kurtz Drive.  We ask parents to 
respect our neighbors and nev-
er block driveways when you 
are picking up or dropping off. 

  We have also been con-
tacted by our neighbors at 
the Document Store to ask 
parents not to use their 
parking lot as a pick-up 
space.    

We ask parents 
not to escort 
their child(ren) 
to their class-
rooms for vari-
ous health and 
safety reasons.  
Teachers meet 
their students 
outside each 
morning to start 
the day in a 
positive and 

personal manner.   

Your participation in this 
process is both expected 
and appreciated.  Please 
feel free to share ideas 
and suggestions in writing 
with me, Mr. Chisik, at 
your earliest convenience.  


