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February 3, 2022 
 
Good afternoon: 
 
The Garretson School District Board of Education and District Administration maintain a goal to keep its 
stakeholders informed of matters that impact the school district community. The ability of the district to 
inform its stakeholders may be limited by federal and state statutes governing privacy matters, as well 
as school district policies and basic human decency.  It is important to note that if an immediate concern 
for student safety were present, the district would inform parents immediately.  In this case, there are 
none. 
 
The Garretson Gazette published in today’s paper a story entitled “Why has Chris Long not been on the 
job?” We understand that people are curious. It is true that Mr. Long is currently absent from his duties. 
However, as noted above, the District will not release any details related to personnel matters.   
 
The District is aware that there are some students who may wish to stage a “protest” in the commons 
Monday morning, February 7th, and at the basketball games on Friday, February 4th. Certain students are 
encouraging others to protest by skipping first period class on Monday as well. As a school district, we 
recognize our students’ first amendment rights as allowed by law.  However, a protest may not be 
conducted in such a manner as to disrupt the school process. If those students behave in a manner that 
disrupts other students or visitors to the school, there may be consequences for those students. 
Likewise, if students choose to skip class on Monday, they also should be aware that there may be 
consequences applied for the unexcused absence. Finally, students who choose to behave in a manner 
that is not consistent with behavior expectations at school-sponsored events, including the basketball 
game, or at the school (as articulated in board policy) may be required to leave the venue and may be 
held responsible for their behavior.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my office. Thank you. 
 
 
Guy Johnson 
Superintendent 
Garretson School District 49-4 
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