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One of the primary concerns parents pose regarding 
standards-based grading (SBG) is whether or not it 
will hinder the success of their student when they 
go to college. A recent article (cited below) report-
ed that students from standard-based learning high 
schools encountered no additional obstacles as they 
transitioned to college. The study involved freshmen 
completing their first semester of study at a private, 
midwestern university who had graduated from high 
schools implementing standards-based grading (SBG). 
Analyses were completed using surveys and individual 
interviews. Major challenges that students named were 
unrelated to grading and included (Guskey, Townsley, 
& Buckmiller, 263):

1. Learning to be away from home/friends/family
2. Meeting new friends/getting involved
3. Time management

The article also notes that SBG is still in its early stages 
in many schools and teachers need to continue to 
discuss assessment policies and practices and struc-
tured opportunities for students to correct learning 
errors. Our teachers are regularly having these types 
of discussions during their professional development. 
The authors of the article also state that the clear tar-
gets utilized in SBG may reduce the need for remedial 
courses at the post-secondary level.  

Guskey, T. R., Townsley, M., & Buckmiller, T. M. 
(2020). The Impact of Standards-Based 
Learning: Tracking High School Students’ Transition 
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to the University. NASSP 
Bulletin, 104(4), 257–269. https://doi.
org/10.1177/0192636520975862

Fitness Facility
 
We are expecting a March 15 opening for the commu-
nity fitness center. Upcoming work includes:
• Feb 22-26: elevator work begins
• Mar 1-5: elevator work completed
• Mar 8-12: flooring/equipment on lower level 

placed



Counselor’s Corner
The holidays are a whirlwind of fun and activity for 
children. The lights, presents, parties, new toys - it 
certainly can be the most wonderful time of year. But 
starting in January, children often feel let down as life 
returns to a routine of school, homework, and the 
winter blahs. Between 10 to 20% of the U.S. population 
experience some form of “cabin fever.”  The following 
suggestions are ways to help your child cope with the 
winter blues. 
Spend a few minutes discussing your child’s feelings. 
Saying something like, “Wow! Wasn’t winter break 
fun? What’s it feel like now that all the activities are 
over?” Sometimes simply letting your child verbalize 
his or her feelings helps put things into perspective. 
Plan a few low-cost special activities. Suggest the fam-
ily have a game night or a movie night once a week or 
eat dinner by candlelight. Do an inexpensive craft as a 
family or read a good book to your children. 
Encourage your child to think about others. Food 
banks and homeless shelters experience a dramatic 
drop off in donations after the holidays. Look for ways 
your child can help by preparing a meal for an elderly 
neighbor or visiting with residents at a nursing home. 
Thinking of others is the best way to build your child’s 
confidence by putting the emphasis on other people. 

Spend “floor time” with your child. Sit on the floor and 
let your child direct the activity. Keep quiet and simply 
respond to your child. Braid doll hair, race cars under 
the table, build a pillow fort, or color in a coloring 
book. The point is to give your child undivided atten-
tion doing what he or she wants. 
Get outside. We tend to stay inside during cold winter 
weather. Put those snow clothes to good use and get 
outside. Take brisk walks or ride bikes on a gloomy 
winter day. Take part in winter sports like skiing, 
sledding, ice-skating, building a snowman, or snow-
boarding. The entire family benefits from fresh air and 
exercise. When it’s just too blustery to go outside, bring 
the snow inside – fill the bathtub with snow, bucket by 
bucket for tons of winter fun.
Eat healthy. Limit comfort foods like pasta and mashed 
potatoes and eat plenty of fruits and vegetables. Sweet 

Help Your Child Cope With The Winter Blues
potatoes can be a substitute for starchy white potatoes 
and are an excellent source of vitamin A and C and 
antioxidants, which help prevent sickness. 
Know when it’s more than just the “blues” and when to 
seek help. If your child is experiencing Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder (SAD) or “winter depression”, you may 
see the following signs: loss of interest in things that 
used to be fun; feeling sad, irritable, hopeless or angry; 
crying and worrying a lot; spending lots of time alone; 
eating or sleeping too much or too little; having low 
energy or feeling restless; having trouble paying atten-
tion; headaches, body aches, and stomach problems; 
thinking about death or suicide.       
If these symptoms last nearly every day for two weeks 
or more, talk to your child’s school counselor, a com-
munity-based counselor, or to your health-care provid-
er.

The 2020-21 Yearbooks are now available 
for $60! Order yours today at

http://www.jostens.com

 

Adair-Casey Parents!
It is now time to call the school 
and sign your child up for pre-

school this fall.  If you are planning 
to send your child, and they are go-
ing to be four-years-old by Septem-
ber 15, 2021, please call or email 
Cindy at 742-3310, 746-2242, or 

cllundy@acgcschools.org. 



Counselor’s Corner
Post-secondary resources for high school seniors
Senior Year! It is your final semester of high school! 
This is an exciting time as you transition on to your 
next role in life as a postsecondary student or into 
the workforce. There are many dates and deadlines to 
remember and many things to do.
• Complete the FAFSA form. Submit the form as 

soon as possible. Be sure to submit it no later than 
March 1. You improve your chances of receiving fi-
nancial aid if you submit your forms early. Colleges 
are handing out aid as the applications come in 
and there is a limit to how much they have to give. 
Get your application in late and all their available 
money may be gone.

• Call the financial aid offices to find out if they 
require any other special financial forms of their 
own. This is most common at private colleges. If 
they require specialized forms, ask them to mail 
them to you now. Find out the deadlines for all 
financial aid forms. Look for notification via email 
and on Twitter of financial aid seminars and other 
similar programs. Remember to keep copies of all 
financial aid forms you submit.

• Apply for scholarships. Keep checking for schol-
arship applications in the scholarship database list 
every week and explore other sources. For example, 
parents/guardians might belong to organizations or 
work in businesses that award scholarships.

• 
• Watch for your Student Aid Report (SAR). This is a 

one-page summary of the FAFSA information you 
submitted. It is sent to you to confirm the accura-
cy of all data one last time before it is forwarded 
to your colleges. Occasionally the SAR will note 
that information is missing or incomplete. In all 
cases, follow directions on the SAR and return it as 
quickly as possible. If you have not received your 
Student Aid Report within five weeks after sending 
in your FAFSA, contact the Federal Student Aid 
Information Center at 301-722-9200. The report 
arrives by mail or by email if you filed the FAFSA 
electronically.

• Compare financial aid packages from each college. 

If a financial aid offer is not what you expected, 
do not hesitate to contact the college’s financial 
aid office to discuss your concerns. They may have 
the ability to adjust the offer. Submit your deposit 
and corresponding forms to the college you will 
be attending. Be sure to call the admissions and 
financial aid office of the colleges that you will not 
be attending. Watch for important deadlines at 
your college of choice. These may include housing 
deposits, financial aid and more.

Important Links:
FAFSA - https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
Scholarship Database - https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/d/13jOm-GAv-Qox_5JlMPki6KSd9Xnp-
FmoP5vOgUdimr18/edit?usp=sharing
ICAN - Troy Andersen, Student Success Advisor 
https://www.icansucceed.org/about-ican/ican-loca-
tions/central-iowa-ankeny
Twitter - https://twitter.com/ACGC_SCdept

iBoss Filtering Platform Overview
The iboss cloud protects student and staff Internet ac-
cess regardless of location to ensure CIPA compliance 
and security is always in place. The iboss cloud lives 
in the cloud and eliminates the need to purchase and 
install web filtering appliances. As school bandwidth 
increases, iboss cloud automatically expands to handle 
the growth ensuring students, teachers and staff always 
have fast, secure and compliant connections to the 
cloud.
iBoss filtering extends protection across all student de-
vices regardless of location, including on campus and 
at home.  Our district uses both MacBook Airs and iP-
ads for student 1 to 1 devices.  Our iBoss cloud imple-
mentation works on both devices as well as anything 
connected to the district network.  So even if you are 
on our GCGuest network the connection is protected 

Technology Update

Technology/See Page 5



Nutrition News
The USDA has issued nationwide waivers which 
allow school districts and community organizations 
to extend the operation of the Summer Food Service 
Program into the current school year through June 30, 
2021, or until available funding runs out.
Adair-Casey Community School is participating in 
the USDA Summer Food Service Program during this 
time, which will allow for a safe and streamlined ser-
vice of nutritious meals. Meals will be provided to ALL 
children without charge. FREE meals will be provided 
at the sites and times as follows:

• A-C Elementary School 10:55 am – 12:30 pm
• AC/GC Junior High School 12:15 am – 1:15 p.m

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or admin-
istering USDA programs are prohibited from dis-
criminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity in any program or activity conducted or 
funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
of communication for program information (e.g. 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Lan-
guage, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) 
where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are
deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, com-
plete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, (AD-3027) found online at:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
USDA-OASCR%20P-ComplaintForm-0508-0002-
508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, and at any USDA office, 
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form.

To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 
632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to 
USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
Iowa Non-Discrimination Statement: “It is the policy 
of this CNP provider not to discriminate on the basis 
of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, national origin, disability, age, or religion
in its programs, activities, or employment practices as 
required by the Iowa Code section 216.6, 216.7, and 
216.9. If you have questions or grievances related to
compliance with this policy by this CNP Provider, 
please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, 
Grimes State Office building, 400 E. 14th St. Des 
Moines, IA 50319-1004; phone number 515-281-4121, 
800-457-4416; website: https://icrc.iowa.gov/.”

Summer Food Service Program Notice for Adair-Casey 
Community School District

The USDA has issued nationwide waivers which 
allow school districts and community organizations 
to extend the operation of the Summer Food Service 
Program into the current school year through June 30, 
2021, or until available funding runs out.
Guthrie Center Community Schools is participating 
in the USDA Summer Food Service Program during 
this time, which will allow for a safe and streamlined 
service of nutritious meals.  Meals will be provided to 
(ALL children OR ALL Enrolled Children) without 
charge.  FREE meals will be provided at the sites and 

Guthrie Center Community 
Schools extends operation of 
Summer Food Service Program

Summer Food/See Page 5
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times as follows:  

• Guthrie Center Elementary School Monday – Fri-
day 11:00 am – 12:45 pm.

• Guthrie Center High School Monday – Friday 
11:00 am – 12:45 pm

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and 
employees, and institutions participating in or admin-
istering USDA programs are prohibited from dis-
criminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, 
disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity in any program or activity conducted or 
funded by USDA.  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
of communication for program information (e.g. 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Lan-
guage, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) 
where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are 
deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information 
may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, com-
plete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-
508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, and at any USDA office, 
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To 
request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA 
by: 

(1)  mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
 1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Iowa Non-Discrimination Statement:  
“It is the policy of this CNP provider not to discrimi-
nate on the basis of race, creed, color, sex, sexual orien-

Summer Food/Continued from Page 3 tation, gender identity, national origin, disability, age, 
or religion in its programs, activities, or employment 
practices as required by the Iowa Code section 216.6, 
216.7, and 216.9.  If you have questions or grievances 
related to compliance with this policy by this CNP 
Provider, please contact the Iowa Civil Rights Com-
mission, Grimes State Office building, 400 E. 14th St. 
Des Moines, IA 50319-1004; phone number 515-281-
4121, 800-457-4416; website: https://icrc.iowa.gov/.”

by iBoss filtering.
With our one to one initiative, the goal is to assign one 
device to every child so that digital learning can con-
tinue at home. The challenge is that CIPA compliance 
must be met for all school owned devices regardless 
of location. With the iBoss cloud, security follows the 
student, as it is delivered in the cloud. This ensures that 
the same level of protection and compliance is applied 
to a student regardless of whether they are on campus 
or at home. This also alleviates the challenges of secur-
ing one to one devices by leveraging a cloud solution 
that can be deployed in minutes.
Safe search can automatically be enabled and forced 
across popular search engines such as Google, Bing 
and Yahoo. The setting is enabled automatically and 
transparently to the user.

Technology/Continued from page 1

Parents and AC/GCHS Graduates!
If you think you may have 

purchased a 2020 yearbook, 
please contact the high school 

office!
Didn’t buy one, but would like to 

now? Call the high school office! We 
still have 2020 yearbooks available 

for sale. Only $55 each!
641-332-2236

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28
http://program.intake@usda.gov
https://icrc.iowa.gov/


Guthrie Center Elementary

2nd Graders celebrate Thanksgiving

Second-grade students at Guthrie Center Ele-
mentary celebrated the Thanksgiving Holiday 
in class by dressing up as Pilgrims and Native 
Americans. The students wrote using feather 
quills and learned about the holiday and it’s 
history. 

FCCLA Strawberry Sales
FCCLA Strawberry Sales will run through March 2. 

Cost is $30 per flat or $17 per half flat. Delivery will be 
the week of Monday, March 15, and more information 

will follow. If interested, see link for Google form.
             https://forms.gle/uAFNhjAuKUxJuSHDA

Attention Senior Parents!
The AC/GC Yearbook is looking for your 

senior student’s senior picture for 
inclusion in the 2020-21 yearbook. 

Please submit your student’s photo by 
emailing Mr. Coop at ecoop@acgcschools.org

or submit a hardcopy by sending it to the 
high 

school. Please address it as follows:
Mr. Eric Coop

c/o AC/GC High School
Yearbook

906 School St.
Guthrie Center, IA 50115



Guthrie Center Elementary

5th Graders learn about Earth’s resources, human impact

Ms. Algreen’s Guthrie Center Elementary 5th graders 
have been studying how humans impact the Earth in 
Science. They have learned about natural resources, 
energy resources, how our actions affect the Earth in 
positive and negative ways, and how we can protect 
our resources and environment. On January 29th, 
Anne Riordan from the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources joined the class virtually to participate in a 
hands-on learning experience called The Enviroscape. 
It is a 3-D model of a community, complete with ag-
ricultural, construction, factory, residential and rec-
reational aspects. Her presentation led the two classes 
through an exploration of the human impacts on a 
community and how those affect the environment and 
the entire community. The exploration used powdered 
cocoa, liquid cocoa, and Kool-Aid powder to illustrate 
pollutants and soil erosion. A spray bottle of water to 
simulate rain made it obvious that the pollutants affect 
the entire watershed and community. One Enviros-
cape model was sent to our classroom and Anne had a 
model as well, so students could not only participate, 
but follow along with her on the screen.

~ Submitted by Ms. Algreen

Photos Submitted
Left: Students watch Anne Riordan from the Iowa Department of  
Natural Resources talk about positive and negative impacts humans 
have on the Earth. 
Right: Students gather around a hands-on learning model called 
The Enviroscape. The model allowed students to learn how several 
human activities impact the earth and their local community. 



Adair-Casey Elementary
A/C preschoolers learn about recycling
By ELIZABETH MORELAND 
Adair-Casey Instructional Coach

Miss Kacey and the preschool class at Adair-Casey 
Elementary have been learning about recycling.  Some 
of the fun activities to help them learn have included 
singing recycling songs and making new treasures 
from recycled materials in the ‘Beautiful Junk’ center.  

One of the favorite activities was visiting a recycling 
center from the classroom using Virtual Reality (VR) 
Goggles.  Students got to see how recycling was turned 
into bales and moved by forklifts.  They enjoyed the big 
equipment that was used in the recycling center such 
as conveyor belts and bulldozers.  It was a joy to see 
old machines be put to good use in the ReUse Room 
where broken objects are fixed. 

A/C Elementary Student Council shows 
appriciation to first responders

The AC Elementary Student Council members along 
with the help of all of their classmates made Valentine’s 
Day cards for all of the local Fire Departments and 
EMS workers. They included hand written notes of 
thanks and decorations  showing  our sincere apprecia-
tion for all that they do to serve our local communities. 
~  Submitted by Mrs. Amy Ruland

2nd-Grade classroom welcomes 
student teacher

The second grade class had a student teacher from 
Iowa State come join them in January and February. 
Her name is Macy Wagner. She brought in many great 
ideas and she learned a lot in the process. Thank you 
again for joining us Miss Wagner!!  ~ Submitted by 
Mrs. Stacy Brown



AC/GC Junior High
At the Junior High, Mrs. Inman and Mrs. Zeh-
ring-Filippelli have spent the first semester creating a 
community of readers at AC/GC. The students choose 
their own books and create a project to demonstrate 
their understanding of the book. With this the students 
are given the chance to invest in their interests and 
express their artistic and creative abilities. Students 
demonstrate their understanding of books through dif-
ferent choices of creative projects. The project is bro-
ken down into three sections: reading the chosen book, 
creating the project, and write-up which includes a 
summary of the book and explanation of the project. 
This gives students the opportunity to take ownership 
of their learning and get excited about reading. The 
students are given each early out Wednesday to work 
on their project in class and get ongoing feedback from 
their teacher. 
The English department has been doing Socratic Sem-
inars with the 7th and 8th grade students. A Socratic 
Seminar is a whole class discussion based on one or 
more texts that have been read by all participants. In 
7th grade we had our discussion based on “A Christ-
mas Carol” Act One. In 8th grade they are going to 
have the discussion based on the research paper they 
have done over the positive and negative aspects of 
social media. 
The students are given a chance to research and read 
the texts during class and then are given questions that 
they need to find the answer to using text evidence to 
prepare for the Socratic Seminar. During the discus-
sion, the students are in charge. They ask and answer 
each other’s questions, make connections to the text 
from their own lives, other texts, or movies they have 
seen. They make comparisons between characters, 
discuss the plot and whether or not they liked it and 
why. The entire goal of the Socratic Seminar is for the 
students to analyze the text and try to learn about the 
perspectives of others through conversation. 

Junior High English encourages educational growth



AC/GC High School
Wrestlers head to state

Brennan Pederson/Black & Gold Photographer
Charger wrestlers Tegan Slaybaugh (freshman, 106 lbs.), 
Gunnar Larsen (senior, 132 lbs.), and Cale Rowley (senior, 
152 lbs.) are pictured with their signs in the gym during the 
pep rally on Wednesday, February 17. 

Brennan Pederson/Black & Gold Photographer
Above: AC/GC wrestlers Cale Rowley (senior, 152 lbs.), 
Tegan Slaybaugh (freshman, 106), and Gunnar Larsen 
(senior, 132), listen to Charger Coach Shawn Danker speak 
during the pep rally held in their honor on Wednesday, 
February 17. 

Brennan Pederson/Black & Gold Photographer
Below: Charger cheerleaders (from left to right):Paxton 
Schneider, Cloe Hoyt, Alyson Embelton, Lauren Knutter, and 
Alondra Lopez, lead the student body in cheers during the 
pep rally held in honor of AC/GC wrestlers Tegan Slaybaugh, 
Gunnar Larsen, and Cale Rowley before the Iowa State High 
School Wrestling Meet held in Des Moines, Feb. 18-20. 



AC/GC High School
McClain Air Force Academy nomination
By SOPHIE DORSEY
Staff Reporter

Senator Joni Ernst was allowed 10 nominations to the 
United States Air Force Academy. One of her nom-
inations was given to EmmaKay McClain, who is a 
senior at ACGC High School.She is 
the daughter of Dennis and Donna 
McClain. 
“I’m excited to move on to the next 
step of being appointed to the Air 
Force Academy and I couldn’t have 
done it without my amazing support 
system of family and friends!” Mc-
Clain said of her nomination. 
Every year Senator Ernst nominated students wishing 
to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy, and the U.S. Naval Academy. While there 
were 31 total nominations given out, only 10 of them 
were designated for the United States Air Force Acad-

emy. 
McClain’s reaction to receiving the nomination from 
Senator Ernst was, “I was very excited to be one step 
closer to my goal of serving in the Air Force.”
“The admissions process to the service academies is 
highly competitive,” Sen. Ernst said in regards to the 
admissions process. Ernst also encourages students to 
apply to more than one academy for more chances of 
being nominated. McClain will be attending the Air 
Force Academy this fall in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
She applied to the Air Force Academy because, “I have 
always wanted to serve and I also want that higher 
level of education.”
“Each and every one of these outstanding young lead-
ers has demonstrated tremendous skill and commit-
ment to establishing a career in our military. This nom-
ination is an important step in the admissions process,” 
Ernst said of the 31 nominees.“I’m proud to support 
these students in their goal of serving our country in 
uniform.”

Carney travels to Capitol to work as page
By KYLIE CHANDLER 
Black & Gold Editor 

Jaden Carney, a senior at ACGC, has taken this year to 
try something new and exciting. 
He has been chosen to be a page at the Iowa Capitol for 
the 2021 Legislative Session. 
This means he will go to the capitol instead of attend-
ing regular class - but that doesn’t mean he won’t do 
the school work. He will be taking his classes online in 
his free time and do his job as a page. 
Carney was asked what a page does and his response 
was, “A page is a junior or senior in high school that 
applies for the job at the statehouse.” He then goes 
on to say that they collect more information for you 
through an interview and through your academics. 
He is so excited and looking forward to this opportu-
nity but has one area he hopes to work in some time 

during his time as a page. “The thing I most look 
forward to is working in the Bill Room with all of the 
bills before they head to the House or Senate floor to 
be passed into law.” He goes on to say that this would 
be a great opportunity for him, since he is wanting to 
pursue a career in politics. He said he just filled the ap-
plication out since he had seen things about it on many 
different media.
When asked what things from this experience might 
help him for the future, he said, “I think it will be 
beneficial to learn how the Statehouse works, work on 
a bi-Partisan basis, and to learn how Iowa functions.” 
He then goes on saying that this experience can help in 
college and just for experience for if or when he de-
cides to be a politician. 
Carney took his shot during a time when many are 
nervous to try new things and it ended up benefiting 
him. He goes on to encourage others to follow what 
they believe in and to take every opportunity you can. 



AC/GC High School
NHS spaghetti supper raises funds for student, cancer organization

Charlie Schmeling/Black & Gold Photographer 
Charger Sophomore Alex Spack (red shirt) and Michelle 
Spack (gold sweater) go through the line during the Tori’s 
Angels/Liberty Ashworth Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser at AC/
GC High School in Guthrie Center on Feb. 2, 2021.

Myah DeFruscio/Black & Gold Assistant Editor
The AC/GC National Honor Society presents a check to 
Tori’s Angels on Wednesday, February 17, 2021. Presenting 
the check are (front, left to right): Audrey Stowe, Carter 
Hansen, Olivia Van Meter, Charlotte Colling, Jorja Hoover, 
Reese Coffman. (back, left to right): Kylie Chandler, Rylie 
Sloss, Breanna Kessler, Belle Policky, Ali McDermott, Jenna 
Andersen, Tori’s Angels Representative Julie Dent-Zajicek.

By CHARLIE SCHMELING
Staff Writer
Helping others is one of the main tenets of the Nation-
al Honor Society at AC/GC High School. They brought 
this to life February 2 by sponsoring a spaghetti supper 
to raise funds for cancer patients. 
Mrs. Amy Ruland said that the supper was for a 
fundraiser for Liberty Ashworth, who is a freshman 
at Panorama High School as well as Tori’s Angels, an 
organization that helps support families with children 
who have cancer. Ashworth was supposed to be at the 
school to tell her speech. 
Ruhland said National Honor Society students picked 
spaghetti because, “It is easy to make and everybody 
loves spaghetti.” 
When it was at half time during the girls basketball 
game, the director of the Tori’s Angels, JoAnn Alum-
baugh spoke. She was there at the game explaining 
what Tori’s Angels do to help children and their fami-
lies, and telling the crowd that  Liberty had surgery. 
AC/GC Senior Audrey Stowe read the speech that 
Liberty wrote. The speech said she was happy that 
people were donating to the program and helping save 
little girls and boys from dying and saving their lives so 

they can see their family and friends. She also said that 
the money can help her go through her cancer that she 
has. 
The reason schools do this is because they care about 
children and want them to have an education. So many 
schools want to save as many kids as they can. 
Many people donated to Tori’s Angels and they are 
glad that people care and want to help kids and want 
to get through the cancer safely.  People at the supper 
donated a lot of money and hoped that the surgery 
goes well for Ashworth. 
Her parents are thankful that people donated to her 
and other kids. 
Stowe said “I knew about Tori’s Angels since it started 
through the community events.” Stowe also said “I was 
able to work with them recently for a benefit in honor 
of Liberty Ashworth, a freshman at Panorama.
 “I think they are a great organization. I love what they 
stand for and the service that they provide for families 
in need. They do it completely out of kindness and 
selflessness, both characteristics that I admire.” 


