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Multiple Assessments
Some will argue that allowing students multiple 
opportunities to reassess (retake tests/quizzes) 
will cause them to not study/prepare because 
they can “just retake it.” While some students 
may “take undue advantage” of this policy, re-
assessment is the right policy for many reasons. 
First, not all students learn at the same rate. The 
most important component of learning is that 
students master the content, not that they learn 
it in one day, one week (or some other arbi-
trary frame of time). Allowing students multi-
ple chances to reassess allows the opportunity 
to demonstrate their mastery of the content/
skill. Second, students are required to show the 
teacher that they have improved their knowl-
edge/skill prior to reassessing. That might be 
accomplished through additional practice, extra 
reading, or completing tasks that were previously 
incomplete. Third, students will realize that they 
can actually save time by properly preparing for 
the first assessment (rather than having to pre-
pare for a second). Fourth, we want the grade to 
be the best representation of what the student 
knows/can do. If the student continues to devel-
op their skills during the course of the class, then 
their grade should reflect that - rather than being 
an average of points from different times. Finally, 
we want students to be intrinsically motivated to 
perform to the best of their abilities regardless of 
the course content.

Masks
Notwithstanding the Governor’s recent proc-
lamation reducing mask requirements, we will 

continue to require masks at school when social 
distancing is not possible. Guthrie County Public 
Health continues to follow the guidance of the 
Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH). IDPH 
have not changed their guidance regarding quar-
antine or contact tracing. In order to prevent the 
quarantine of significant numbers of students, 
we will continue to require masks when social 
distancing is not possible.

Spring Break
Due to a snow make-up day, Spring Break will 
be abbreviated this year. There will be no school 
on Friday, April 2, and Monday, April 5 (teachers 
will have professional development). Students 
will return to school on Tuesday, April 6. 



Counselor’s Corner
Seniors: It’s that time of year!
• Visit colleges that have invited you to enroll.
• Review your college acceptances and compare 

the colleges’ financial aid offers.
• Contact a school’s financial aid office if you 

have questions about the aid that school has 
offered you. In fact, getting to know your 
financial aid staff early is a good idea no mat-
ter what—they can tell you about deadlines, 
other aid for which you might wish to apply, 
and important paperwork you might need to 
submit.

• When you decide which school you want to 
attend, notify that school of your commit-
ment and submit any required financial de-
posit. Many schools require this notification 
and deposit by May 1.

• Make informed decisions about student loans; 
the following resources are important at this 
point:

 i.  Federal Versus Private Loans
 ii. Federal Student Loans: Basics for Stu-
dents

What is vaping?
You might have heard people talking about vape 
pens, vapes, or e-cigarettes (e-cigs). These are 
names for battery-operated devices that people 
use to inhale nicotine, flavoring, or other chemi-
cals. They can look like cigarettes, pipes, pens, or 
USB memory sticks.
How do vaping devices work?
Puffing on a vape pen or e-cig heats up the de-
vice, which turns the liquid in the device into 
vapor. The person then inhales the vapor and the 
flavor or nicotine goes into their body.
https://youtu.be/s_wZxNKVhkM
Can vaping devices help you stop smoking?
Some people think that vaping can help you stop 
smoking. But actually, there is not enough sci-

ence to prove this. In fact, some research shows 
that non-smoking preteens and teens who vape 
nicotine might go on to use other tobacco prod-
ucts like cigarettes.
What if someone I know needs help?
If you think a friend or family member has a 
problem with tobacco or drugs, talk to an adult 
you trust—like a parent, coach, teacher, admin-
istrator, or counselor—right away. Remember, 
treatment is available and people can get better.
https://youtu.be/Avi9pHvTw-k 

Have Your Children Do Chores
Asking children to help out at home is very im-
portant. Even if it seems easier to do everything 
yourself, assigning chores has important bene-
fits:
• It encourages kids to learn new skills.
• It shows them that they are important and 

have a significant role in the family.
• It builds thinking skills, problem-solving 

skills, and helps them remember directions.
Counselor’s Corner/See page 8

https://youtu.be/s_wZxNKVhkM
https://youtu.be/Avi9pHvTw-k


Technology Update
GC network able to handle school-based traffic

Enterprise Network
The Guthrie Center School District utilizes a 
robust enterprise level network powered by 
Extreme Networks hardware.  The switches are 
capable of up to 1GB of throughput per data port 
and up to 10GB fiber optic throughput between 
switches. With the addition of the networking 
to the new Fitness Center we will have 7 edge 
switches all connected via fiber optic cable, in 2 
buildings (High School and Elementary).

The district internet connection is 1GB which is 
plenty of bandwidth for the amount of data we 
use.  See here a typical daily usage of our band-
width:

We don’t usually go above 250mb bandwidth 
usage, so you can see we have plenty of room for 
growth.  A typical 4G LTE phone will get data 
speeds of around 15 mb, our district connection 
is 67 times that speed.
The network is also comprised of an enterprise 
level wireless network.  The wireless network is 
made up of 60 WAPs (Wireless Access Points) 
soon to be 64 when the network goes in the Fit-
ness Center, and one controller.  The controller 
tells all of the WAPs what networks to broadcast 
and on what channels and wavelengths.

Finally the network is protected and sits behind 
a SonicWall Firewall.  A firewall is a network se-
curity device that monitors incoming and outgo-
ing network traffic and decides whether to allow 
or block specific traffic based on a defined set of 
security rules. 
All components of the network can be managed 
remotely via web browser or command line 
which makes management easy, especially in this 
time of remote learning.



First-graders learn about helping the environment 

Mrs. Schlueter’s first grade class, at Adair-Casey 
Elementary, are learning about helping the envi-
ronment. They are collecting dried-out markers 
throughout the school to be taken to be recy-
cled. The students have learned how millions of 
markers end up in landfills each year and that by 
recycling the old ones from just our school they 
can help make a difference in the environment 
for their future. ~ Written by Callie Bruner

Adair-Casey Elementary



Adair-Casey Elementary

Mrs. Schlueter’s first grade class, at Adair-Casey 
Elementary, had the spectacular opportunity to 
take a virtual field trip to the Des Monies Per-
forming Arts to watch the David Gonzalez Col-
lection. The first graders watched some of Mr. 
Gonzalez’s best stories like AESOP’S BOPS and 
The Frog Bride. His performance was high ener-
gy, hysterical, and jammed packed with surprises 
that the students thoroughly enjoyed. 
Mrs. Schlueter also won a free virtual theater 
adventure called Mountain Goat Mountain. The 
students had the opportunity to create their 
own adventure by listening to an interactive 
narration. They went on an imaginative journey 
through rivers and mountains. The students also 
created their own friendly creature to meet on 
the way.  They had so much fun using their own 
imagination to create a journey together. ~ Writ-
ten by Callie Bruner

First Grade class takes 
virtual field trip to Des Moines 
Performing Arts Center

Guthrie Center Community School District
Is seeking applicants for the 

Head High School Varsity Volleyball Coach
position at AC/GC High School in Guthrie Center.

The successful applicant will have a coaching authorization or endorsement. 
While not required, prior coaching experience is preferred. 

Applicants will apply at https://iowa.schoolspring.com/Home/JobDetail/3473401. 
Applicants need to apply no later than April 16, 2021.

All employers submitting a job opening for posting on the Teach Iowa system will not discriminate in hiring on the basis of race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, age, physical disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, marital status, or status as a veteran. A bona fide 

religious institution may choose to exercise the allowances in Iowa Code section 216.6.(6)d. Employers may have additional developed specif-
ic equal employment opportunity policies and procedures; please check with employers.



Guthrie Center Elementary

GC Elementary students explore STEM



Guthrie Center Elementary

G-C Elementary honored by state
By ERIEONNA BEAVER
Staff Reporter 

Guthrie Center Elementary earned an Honor 
Level Award from the Iowa Department of Ed-
ucation for the year 2019-2020. Teachers and 
students are trying hard this year to receive the 
Honor Plus Award and hope to keep moving for-
ward with it in the future. 
They earned this award through the Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
and have been in this program for seven years. 
Guthrie Center Elementary is working hard on 
rewarding positive behavior instead of focusing 
only on the negative behavior. 
“We have set common expectations for the hall-
ways, bathrooms, lunchroom and playground,” 
Brooke Boals said. With those common expecta-
tions they have made a chant to go with it: 

I am a Guthrie Center Great Citizen
I am Respectful

I am Responsible
I am Ready  

Everyone is working hard to continue building 
a positive culture. Each classroom has a star 
card system. Each student needs 10 stars to fill 
up one star card. Once each star card is filled all 
classrooms place their star card on a window by 
the main office 
Stars are earned by following the three R’s Re-
spectful, Responsible and Ready. When a teacher 
feels like a student is following the three R’s they 
will give a student a star sticker to put on their 
star card. Once the window is filled the class has 
a school-wide reward. The last reward was class-
room karaoke. 
“We also have a reward system in each class-
room, the students are also given tickets when 
following the three R’s. There is a treasure box 
in each classroom and they are allowed to get 

things from it with their tickets,” Boals said. 
Staff have monthly meetings to identify prob-
lems and suggest solutions for them to see what 
the students need more work on or can improve 
on. Once they figure out what that is they do an 
attack. The attack this month is the hallways. It’s 
a race to see if they can get more stars than x’s. 
Once a student is caught doing the right thing 
they get a star put up in the cafeteria and if, at 
the end of the day, a teacher feels like the stu-
dent isn’t doing their best at it they put up an x. 
“This is a way for the students to know that they 
can do the right thing,” said Boals. 

Last November I planned and hosted a large-
scale STE{A}M festival, of which afterwards 
Mrs. Flanery mentioned that she hoped it would 
be the first annual event.  One of the full-day 
breakout sessions for 6th grade last year (before 
COVID was ever on our radar) was called Out-
break Alert- Engineering A Pandemic Response.  
Jotham Arber, our Guthrie County Public Health 
Director and Kent Irwin, Environmental Health 
Safety Specialist teamed up to present using an 

STEAM Festival comes to GC 
Elementary

Steam Festival/See page 8



• It helps kids learn to be responsible.
Only assign chores appropriate for your child’s 
age. Do new jobs together, and break them down 
into easy steps. Be sure to praise your child’s 
hard work! Happy Parenting!

For information  or for student or parent re-
sources, please contact your child’s
school counselor. ~ Submitted by the AC/GC 
Counseling Dept. 

AC/GC Newsletter
Counselor’s Corner/Continued from pg. 2

Engineering Everywhere curriculum that we had 
on hand.  Little did we know that that is exactly 
what our world would need to do in the coming 
days.  They talked about viruses, pandemics, and 
even put on the large biohazard suits from the 
hospital. ~ Submitted by Amber Wetzel

Steam Festival/Continued from pg. 7

AC/GC Class of 2020 Graduates
If  you believe you may have ordered a yearbook 
for 2020, please contact Mr. Coop at the high 
school at ecoop@acgcschools.org, or call the high 
school office at 641-332-2236 to make arrange-
ments to pick up your book.
Didn’t order a book, but would like one? We have 
extra copies available for only $55! Contact Mr. 
Coop or the school office to purchase your copy 
today!

Guthrie Center Community School District
Is seeking applicants for the 

High School Junior Varsity Volleyball Coach
position at AC/GC High School in Guthrie Center.

The successful applicant will have a coaching authorization or endorsement. 
While not required, prior coaching experience is preferred. 

Applicants will apply at https://iowa.schoolspring.com/Home/JobDetail/3455325. 
Applicants need to apply no later than August 1, 2021.

All employers submitting a job opening for posting on the Teach Iowa system will not discriminate in hiring on the basis of race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, age, physical disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, marital status, or status as a veteran. A bona fide 

religious institution may choose to exercise the allowances in Iowa Code section 216.6.(6)d. Employers may have additional developed specif-
ic equal employment opportunity policies and procedures; please check with employers.

Guthrie Center Community School District
Is seeking applicants for the 

High School Head Wrestling Coach
position at AC/GC High School in Guthrie Center.

The successful applicant will have a coaching authorization or endorsement. 
While not required, prior coaching experience is preferred. 

Applicants will apply at https://iowa.schoolspring.com/Home/JobDetail/3473402. 
Applicants need to apply no later than April 16, 2021.

All employers submitting a job opening for posting on the Teach Iowa system will not discriminate in hiring on the basis of race, ethnicity, na-
tional origin, gender, age, physical disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, marital status, or status as a veteran. A bona fide 

religious institution may choose to exercise the allowances in Iowa Code section 216.6.(6)d. Employers may have additional developed specif-
ic equal employment opportunity policies and procedures; please check with employers.



AC/GC Junior High
Junior High students learn about foods during FCS

Photos by Mrs. Annie Inman, AC/GC Photos by Mrs. Annie Inman, AC/GC 
Junior High 7-8th Grade English TeacherJunior High 7-8th Grade English Teacher



AC/GC Junior High
Junior High English students explore character development

Photos Provided by Photos Provided by 
Mrs. Annie InmanMrs. Annie Inman



AC/GC High School
High School art classes display 
their work for the community

Advanced Art, Graphite, by Sarah Hall Advanced Art, Elvis, by Sydney Noland Color Match Acrylic, by Audrey Stowe - Painting 

Color Match Acrylic, by Kael Grasty - Painting Color Match Acrylic, by Erieonna Beaver - Painting

Artwork/See pg. 12



AC/GC High School
Artwork/Continued from pg. 11

Color Match Acrylic, by Preston Kopaska - Painting 

Color Match Acrylic, by Kylie Young - Painting 

Pinch Mug, by Cooper Tunink - Pottery

Slab Vessel, by Keira Reed - Pottery Tripod Mug, by Nolan Wheatley - Pottery

Artwork/See pg. 13



AC/GC High School
Artwork/Continued from pg. 12

Tripod Mug, by Reese Coffman - Pottery

Tempera Pop Art, by Erieonna Beaver - Painting

Tempera Pop Art, by Kylie Young - Painting

Artwork/See pg. 14



AC/GC High School
Artwork/Continued from pg. 13

Tempera Pop Art, Audrey Hepburn, by Audrey Stowe - Painting

Tempera Pop Art, by Javin Smith - Painting

Tempera Pop Art, by Kael Grasty - PaintingTempera Pop Art, Samara Jones - Painting
Artwork/See pg. 15



AC/GC High School
Artwork/Continued from pg. 14

Tempera Pop Art, Marilyn Monroe, by Audrey Stowe - Painting

View from Above, Acrylic, by Audrey Stowe - Painting

Watercolor, by Kylie Young - Painting

Wayne Thiebaud:Cherry Pie, by Audrey Stowe - Painting



AC/GC High School
Foods classes teach students new skills
By CHARLIE SCHMELING
Staff Reporter
Creative foods is a class where there are five 
groups and there are 3-5 students in each group, 
and each group receives a recipe to make a cre-
ative food which will take a couple days to make.

Family and Consumer Science teacher Cathy 
Lange brought fresh strawberries and bought 
some from the store so on February 24, they 
could start making strawberry jam and when 
they were making strawberry jam they were 
making  it fresh. While they were grinding the 
strawberries they were using some sort of a 
masher to mash the strawberries so they could 
separate the seeds so it does not get into the jam. 
The reason why they did that is because they 
don’t want to have people choking on the seeds. 
When they are done making the jam they put the 
jam in containers and then put them in the fridge 
so they can be ready to be sold. 
When a farmers’ market comes around, Ms. 
Lange goes there and sells the jars of jam.
“The kids are talking about the dietary needs for 
their recipes that they are making,” Lange said. 
“They are reaching and they have to get it ap-
proved by me.  

Charlie Schmelling/Black & Gold Photographer
 Students Miranda Sloss (left) and Angel Nunez (right) work on a 
project in Foods class. 

“We are going to go to the store so they can get 
their things for the food that they are going to 
make,” she continued. 
After February 24, Lange and the students took 
two cars to Hometown Foods in Guthrie Center 
to get groceries. 
When they get their things for their recipes they 
have to present it in front of the class. This in-
cludes showing how to make the food. 
Other students are given the opportunity to try 
what everyone has made. A final step for a grade 
is each group must create a poster about their 
project, including an explanation of ingredients. 

High School vocational writing class introduces broadcasting  
By HUNTER TEMPLEMAN   
Staff Reporter 
Starting in March, AC/GC High School will 
introduce radio broadcasting to its students as a 
part of the vocational writing class.
 The students will learn more about the program 
and have more experience in journalism and 
talking over the radio. The class will be part of 
vocational writing and expose select students 
to broadcasting and see what it is like and have 

more experience for the future. The students 
who are going to participate in the broadcast-
ing are still being decided by the teacher who is 
running it. Vocational Writing teacher and news-
paper and yearbook advisor Eric Coop introduced 
the idea to the school of radio broadcasting 
events that take place at the school like sports, 
art, and other classes and said, “ We are going to 
add one facet to the journalism program and give 
students the opportunity to talk over the radio 
Radio/See pg. 17



AC/GC High School
High School holds a pie auction for NHS
By HUNTER TEMPLEMAN
Staff Reporter 
A pie auction was held at AC/GC High School on 
March 11, one in which everyone took part. 
There were 18 different pies up for auction that 
the students and teachers could buy and share 
with their advisory groups. The auctioneer was 
Cole Stetzel, who is a GC alumnus. 
The pie auction was different this year because 
of COVID. The school used Zoom to have ev-
erybody bid on pies. The students and teachers 
donated a combined total of $1,300 for the pie 
auction and the money goes towards the Nation-
al Honor Society. The pies that were auctioned 
off were donated by NHS members and resi-
dents around town and Mrs Ruhland who was in 
charge of the auction said that “This event was 
such a success and I think that the students and 
staff had fun with it!  My sincerest thanks to the 
parents of the NHS students for providing the 
pies, and to the administration, teachers, staff 
and students for their generous bids.” 
Over the years at the high school there has been 
a pie auction so students and teachers can do-

 Photo provided by Amy Ruhland
AC/GC Superintendent Dennis McClain sits with students in the high 
school student commons during the National Honor Society Pie 
Auction on March 11.

nate money to the NHS members. The pie auc-
tion was crazy this year because the students 
were trying to outbid the teachers. On some pies 
the students would outbid the teachers, but the 
teachers would always outbid the students right 
away with a higher price for a pie that the teach-
ers wanted to share with others in the teacher’s 
lounge. 

Radio/Continued from pg. 16
and gain more experience in journalism.” 
Coop is very excited about starting the radio 
broadcasting program and is looking forward to 
seeing how it develops and helps the district. He 
is currently talking with Raccoon Valley Radio to 
set up a date to start the program.
The plan is for the program to be a permanent 
part of the class at the high school with a broad-
casting time of about 20 minutes per month 
for the students to talk about what is going on 
around the school. Beginning next year, the 
broadcasting program will be part of the schools’ 
curriculum and the time will run for 15 to 20 
minutes per week. 



AC/GC High School
Danker hangs up coaching whistle after successful 
wrestling season
By JUSTIN DAVIS
Staff reporter
The winter wrestling season has come to an end.  
This season had several great things that had 
happened this season.  There were many great 
words said at the AC/GC wrestling banquet 
including some awards given.  Managers Jenna 
Rowley second year manager, first year managers 
Adalyn and Anaston Benson, and six year manag-
er Sophie Danker.  Freshman Hunter Rasmussen 
who had wrestled at 106 pounds for JV had a 
win to loss ratio of 9-4.  Freshman Xavier Boblett 
who had wrestled at 138 pounds for JV had a win 
to loss ratio of 1-5.  Freshman Tegan Slaybaugh, 
the 106 pound varsity wrestler, had gotten a let-
ter, qualified for districts, and qualified for state 
this season and had a win to loss ratio of 36-10.  
Sophomore Justin Davis 152 pound JV wrestler 
had a win to loss ratio of 1-1.  
Junior Austin Wetzel wrestled 132 pounds 
he wrestled varsity with a win to loss ratio of 
4-4.  Junior Dawson Muller had wrestled at 138 
pounds for varsity and had a win to loss ratio 
of 23-20 and had gotten his third letter.  Junior 
Cayden Jensen had wrestled at 152 pounds for 
varsity, had a win to loss ratio of 24-19, and had 
gotten his second letter.  Junior Bryce Rocholtz 
195 pound varsity wrestler had a win to loss ra-
tio of 16-22 and had gotten his second letter.  
Senior Devon Jackson, a 160 pound varsity wres-
tler had a win to loss ratio of 2-12.  Senior Gun-
nar Larsen had gotten a letter, and had made it to 
state 3 times during his AC/GC wrestling career, 
and had gotten the adversity award after bat-
tling and training his very hardest with an injury 
during the season, had a win to loss ratio of 14-
4, and had one of the captains awards for leading 
the team.  Senior Cale Rowley with a win to loss 

ratio of 29-10 had wrestled 152 for varsity and 
had gotten the coaches award for doing what the 
coaches said when they told him to do it and one 
of the captains awards.  Senior Cristian Nolte, 
the 170 pound varsity wrestler, had received the 
most improved award, and his first letter and had 
a win to loss ratio of 31-15.  Senior Seth Dank-
er the varsity 138 pound wrestler with a win to 
loss ratio of 34-3 had received a captain award, 
third at districts, broke the record for the most 
3 point near falls with 57, sectional champion, 
a letter, broke the record for most tech falls in 
season with 15, has had 100 wins in his AC/GC 
wrestling career, and won the award for Most 
Valuable wrestler.  
After all of this had happened, Coach Shawn 
Danker had sprung a surprise amongst all of us 
saying this is his last year being a head coach for 
the wrestling team. 
Danker said, “This was my last year being head 
coach.  I will be hanging up my wrestling shoes 
and becoming just a wrestling dad now.”  
Danker continued, “I will be spectating not from 
the corner of the mat but from the bleachers.  I 
know I am loud enough for you all to hear me 
from there.”


