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On a Tuesday au-

tumn evening, I looked 

across the Peach Springs 

Elementary Library. I saw 

a crowd of our students 

and their parents, guardi-

ans, grandparents and rela-

tives visiting on October 

26, 2021 at our school for 

our Parent/Guardian In-

formation Night. We, ad-

ministrators, teaching staff 

and support staff, orga-

nized this event so we can 

get to know the students 

and their families. This 

gathering of parents, 

guardians and relatives 

also provides opportuni-

ties for students’ families 

to connect with teachers. 

This is a way to support 

and care for our students. 

I want to express 

Continued on P.  3 

  

Second Grade Teacher In-

spires Students to Learn 

By Sararesa Hopkins 

PEACH SPRINGS, 

Ariz. – Second-grade teacher 

Carolyn Sachkowsky is teach-

ing her students to love learn-

ing. On a chilly fall morning, 

Sachkowsky’s students gather at 

the front of her classroom for 

morning circle.  

“They have kind hearts,” 
she said.  Continued on P.  2 

Superintendent William Santiago 



(l-r) Sararesa Hopkins 
and fellow “Pageite” 
Desiree Fowler, PUSD 
School Board President. 

Sachkowsky who grew up in Las Vegas, Nev. holds a red-colored 

hand crafted educational poster titled Red is a Ladybug. Other primary colors 

follow and are partnered with a frog; sun; dog; sky; cat; flower and bat. Her 

bright-eyed students repeat after their teacher, two students raise their hands to 

tell their teacher about what they know about animals. She has 11 second-grade 

students enrolled in her class.  

Sachkowsky’s dedication and passion for teaching shines through 

when she is able to reach all her students. All small bodies, hands and eyes are 

engaged, and learning from Sachkowsky during the morning circle. Sachkow-

sky who has a Bachelor of Science degree in Communications Studies with a 

Spanish Minor from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. She earned her Mas-

ter’s of Arts degree in Elementary Education from Sierra Nevada College, and 

earned a Post-Bachelor’s Certificate in TESOL from Seattle Pacific University, 

Seattle, Wash. TESOL stands for Teaching English to Speakers of Other Lan-

guages.  

“I have taught elementary as well as adults for the past 20 years,” 
Sachkowsky noted.  

A well-seasoned educator, Sachkowsky is a student of Grace H. Pilon 
(1909-1995). Pilon founded the Workshop Way, and was a Sister of the Blessed 
Sacrament, a religious order whose focus is on education. Continued on P. 3. 

      

 

  

EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK 

CONTINUED SECOND-GRADE TEACHER INSPIRES  

By Sararesa Hopkins 

On a crisp Sunday night as I 

took a break from a three-hour 

drive back in Flagstaff from 

my hometowns of Page, Ari-

zona and Tuba City, Arizona, 

I saw my Omaha, Nebraska 

friend, Takako Johnson, had 

texted me.  

She was catching me up about 

her life, and other Nebraska 

friends who lived in Lincoln, 

Nebraska.  

“Good Evening, Takako, it’s 
awesome to hear from you. As I 

write stories of the National Indi-
an Education Association confer-
ence in Omaha…my thoughts 
turn to you and our visit.” 

I do not want to sound self-
centered, but seeing my good 
friend after 15 years is a per-

sonal highlight I had during 
my work trip to the N.I.E.A. 
conference. Do not get me 
wrong, I learned a tremendous 

amount of valuable formal ed-
ucation knowledge, and Na-
tive American            

       Continued P. 8 
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Peach Springs Unified School District Su-

perintendent William Santiago was one of 

seven PSUSD participants to attend this 

year’s National Indian Education Associa-

tion Conference.  



CONTINUED SECOND-GRADE TEACHER INSPIRES 

Sister Grace held a Master of Education Degree from St. 

Louis University and an Honorary Doctorate from Ball State Univer-

sity.  

The Workshop Way is a system of human growth for learners of all 
ages developed by Sister Pilon, according to the Workshop Way web-
site. The Workshop Way provides holistic and systematic approach  

NEW HISTORY 

(Continued from Page 

One) express my grati-

tude and thankfulness 

for 39 of our students’ 

parents/guardians/

family members who 

took the time to attend 

our Parent/Guardian 

Information Night. I 

believe this brings us to 

the next level of collab-

orating, working to-

gether so we can sup-

port and teach your stu-

dents. It shows you 

have a concern for your 

students’ growth and 

well-being. This is part 

of our new history for 

PSUSD, and that is 

something I am proud 

of.  

One action in further-

ing our new PSUSD 

history is the admin-

istration and school 

board members sent 

eight members from 

our PSUSD school 

community to this 

year’s 52nd National 

Indian Education Asso-

ciation Convention and 

Trade Show October 13

-16, 2021 in Omaha, 

Nebraska. This year’s 

theme was Native Con-

trol of Native Educa-

tion: A Time to Lead.  
Continued on P.4. 

Second-grade teacher Carolyn Sachkowsky began teaching  
elementary school students in 2005. 
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which enables 
students to learn how to 

learn, learn how to think, 
and learn how to manage 
their lives. Further, this 
system recognizes the 

uniqueness and value of 
each student’s way to 
learn, to grow and to de-
velop. It also promotes 

living and working with-
in the community, ac-
cording to the website 
Immaculate Conception 

School, Growing in 
Grace and Wisdom.  

 

Continued on P.4 

Colorful, paper mice decorate 

Sachkowsky’s classroom. 

Sachkowsky Inspires Students Continued 



CONTINUED SECOND GRADE TEACHER 

Sachkowsky began 
teaching elementary students 

in 2005, after working for the 
Las Vegas, Nevada-area Re-
gional Transportation Com-

mission of Southern Nevada 
during 2003-2004. During 
2005-2007, Sachkowsky 

taught Adult ESL (English as 
a Second Language) in Las 
Vegas, Nev.  

Then Sachkowsky 

worked for Clark County 
School District in Las Vegas, 
Nev. for more than seven 
years as an Elementary 

Teacher. She furthered her 
formal education and range of 
teaching skills by returning to 

school in 2006-2009 as a 
graduate student at Sierra Ne-
vada College. Sachkowsky 

earned her Master of Arts in 
Elementary Education.  

“I have a very creative 

group of students,” Sachkow-

sky said. “They enjoy doing 

crafts.” 

She shares a quote 

from Sister Pilon that guides 

her teaching, “No human be-

ing has to know everything, 

but each human being must 

become someone early in his 

or her existence.”  

For more information visit 

About- Learn More About Us 

· Workshop Way. 
Workshop Way - Immacu-
late Conception School 
(google.com) 
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New History 

Continued from P. 3 

I along with our new 

Vice-Principal Pat Wolfe, our 
Social and Emotional Learning 
Specialist Kayla Crowe and 
our Community Liaison, 
Sararesa Hopkins, and four 
members of the P.S.U.S.D. 
school board attended the con-
ference. The school board 
members who attended the 
conference are Michelle Zeph-
ier, President; Juanita Cooper, 
Board Clerk; Gensean Putesoy, 
Board Member and Pearl Sulli-
van, Board Member. Board 
Member Jodi Donohue was 
unable to attend the conference 
due to a scheduling conflict, 
but was there with us in spirit 
at the conference.  

We, along with 800 
conference attendees,  learned 
from distinguished formally 
educated colleagues about is-
sues and topics in Native 
American education.  

“The Mount Adams 
School District and the Yaka-
ma Nation have worked inten-
tionally to build a strong and 
enduring relationship based on 

efficiency, timely interaction, 
and trust,” Dr. Guaglianone 
said. I believe P.S.U.S.D. is 
strategically on track, and we 
are creating value for the 
school community. Let us fo-
cus on working together for 
our students, the future of the 

Hualapai Nation.  

Carolyn Sach-

kowsky, second-

grade teacher 

reaches all her 

students when all 

students’ eyes; 

minds and bodies 

are engagement.  

Sachkowsky, an 

experienced edu-

cator, is a student 

of Grace H. Pilon 

(1909-1995). Pilon 

founded the 

Workshop Way.  

https://www.workshopway.org/about/
https://www.workshopway.org/about/
https://sites.google.com/a/icsdayton.org/immaculate-conception-school/workshop-way
https://sites.google.com/a/icsdayton.org/immaculate-conception-school/workshop-way
https://sites.google.com/a/icsdayton.org/immaculate-conception-school/workshop-way


By Sararesa Hopkins 

OMAHA, Neb. – The soothing, celestial sounds of Frank 

Waln’s Native American flute song titled Calling Your Spirit Back, 

filled the brightly lit modern conference room where Native Ameri-

can students and educators listened on October 15 at the CHI Health 

(Photo Courtesy of Chance Rush) 

(l to r)  Frank Waln, Chance Rush and Rudy Indigenous participated in 

this year’s Student Days as a part of the N.I.E.A. conference.  
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Center Arena. According to 

National Indian Education 

Association conference or-

ganizers, there were 800 

students and educators who 

attended this year’s confer-

ence.  

“This is for all of 

you who have experienced 

trauma, young, old,” said 

Frank Waln. “(To those) 

who know what it feels like 

to have your spirit leave 

you.” 

The NIEA two-day 

Student Days on October 15 

and 16, were led by musi-

cian Frank Waln, Sicangu 

Lakota, and community 

A Native youth wears clever Native 

American-themed patches on her 

jacket during the NIEA conference. 

leader Chance Rush, a member of 

the Hidatsa Nation. Rush, a Dallas, 

Texas resident, facilitated a session 

titled, Empowered Through Our 

Voice, that included high school stu-

dents, college students, professionals 

and invited guests.  

The discussion was orga-

nized to motivate the high school 

students to college and career 

readiness. Some of the college 

and career readiness panel discus-

sion included presentations by 

Ben Baldwin, NIEA Student 

Board, Alaska Pacific University; 

Anadarko Oklahoma Public 

School Students; Bryce Johnson, 

Omaha Burke High School, and 

Dr. Siobhan Wescott, Director, 

American Indian Health Program 

at UNMC, College of Public 

Health.  

“I had a great past two 

days,” Chance Rush said. “I’m 

grateful to be here to encourage 

our young adults to take on the 

responsibility to be one of a kind. 

To get on the front line to make 

an impact, get on the front line 

and make difference.” 

Rush serves as a consult-

ant to Native Nations and organi-

zations in reference to business, 

community outreach, staff train-

ing and curriculum development. 

He has a passion for strengthen-

ing Native American communi-

ties and has traveled throughout 

the country and Canada to work 

inspire, heal, motivate and ener-

gize Native American communi-

ties.   Continued on P. 6 

National Indian Education Association Brings Back ‘Student Days’ 



CONTINUED NIEA STUDENT DAYS 
Rush has a talent for using his 

energy and humor to spread a simple 

message.  

His co-facilitator, Waln, an 

award-winning hip hop artist and 

music producer talked about growing 

up on a reservation and using music 

to educate Native American youth. 

Waln, who was born and raised on 

the Rosebud Lakota Reservation in 

South Dakota, earned a degree in au-

dio arts and acoustics from Columbia 

College Chicago. By the age of 16, 

the young poet, performer and musi-

cian had saved up enough money to 

purchase a home studio, and pro-

duced, wrote and recorded his first 

song.  

One of the conference organ-

izers, Melanie Johnson, who is a 

member of the Sac & Fox of Oklaho-

ma, said her colleagues were very 

supportive of organizing the “Student 

Days.” “It makes me feel good that 

this is the right decision and right 

time to do this,” Johnson added. She 

is a National Indian Education Asso-

ciation Program Coordinator. 

This is the 52nd year the Na-

tional Indian Education Association is operat-

ing. According to the NIEA website, “during 

the ‘First Convocation of American Indian 

Scholars held at Princeton University, several 

American Indian educators discussed the con-

cerns facing Indian educators and issues with 

the education of Indian children.” 

“The NIEA conference was such a 

beautiful gathering,” Waln said. Waln has trav-

eled the world telling his story through perfor-

mance and doing workshops focusing on self-

empowerment and expression of truth.  

For more information:  

https://frankwaln.com 

             https://chancerush.com 

https://www.niea.org/history-of-niea 
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Photo by Ernie Perez 

Frank Waln is an award-winning musician and a 

passionate advocate for Indigenous resilience, de-

colonization, and youth empowerment. Waln told 

a National Public Radio Producer in 2017, “I 

think it’s really important that young Native 

youth see positive Native role models doing what 

they love and succeeding, and getting our stories 

out there to the world.” 

http://frankwaln.com/home/


By Sararesa Hopkins 

 OMAHA, Neb. – Johanna 

Farmer’s passion to serve the Native 

American community comes from 

her grandparents’ encouragement 

and role modeling. Her late grandfa-

ther Gilbert LeBeau was a World 

War II veteran and a public servant.  

 Farmer who holds a Juris 

Doctorate saw how her grandfather 
was a public defender and judge but 
did not get the opportunity to attend 

law school. Farmer’s grandfather 
always said he wanted to be lawyer, 
and he got his wish when Johanna 

became his first grandchild to be ad-
mitted as a member to the state of 
Arizona Bar Association. Farmer’s 
grandfather, Gilbert, passed away 

more than 10 years ago.  

Today, Farmer, an enrolled member 
of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, is a pro-
gram manager of the program, 

“Tiwahe.”  

Johanna Farmer has worked for the Pascua Yaqui 

tribe since 2009.  
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Tiwahe Program Coordinates Social Services to Ad-

dress Native American Family and Community Needs 

Farmer along with two participants of the Tiwahe pro-
gram Pascua Yaqui Nation presented October 14 dur-
ing the National Indian Education Association confer-
ence at the CHI Health Center Arena. The presentation 
was titled, “Tiwahe Means Family: Coordinating So-
cial Services to Address Family and Community 
Needs.” Two participants, Rita Estella, Attendance 
Achievement program specialist, and Caesar 
Buenamea, a staff member who was a student adviser 
before the new Tiwahe program job shared how the 
Tiwahe diversion program has help support students 
and families. Farmer’s co-presenter was Crystal 
Keung, Nga Tamanuhiri, Rongowhakaata, a New Zea-
land Supporting Partner of Whanau Tahi Ltd. The 
word “Tiwahe,” is a Lakota word for “family.” 

Estrella shared a story about a student participant in the 

Pascua Yaqui Nation Tiwahe program where the stu-

dent had a difficult time attending school, and through 

the Tiwahe program is successfully attending school 

and doing well.  

Farmer, an attorney, works as the program manager for 
Itom Yoemia Initiative (known on the national level as 
the Tiwahe Initiative) at the Pascua Yaqui Tribe in Ari-
zona. of service delivery among Yaqui government 

agencies to Yaqui families.                 Continued P. 8 



CONTINUED ON INNOVATIVE  TIWAHE PROGRAM 
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The Initiative works to strengthen the Pascua Ya-

qui community and families through tribally driven and 

culturally relevant service models with an emphasis on 

intervention and prevention services. Farmer has worked 

for the Pascua Yaqui Nation since 2009, and developed 

and managed youth programming including all children’s 

services at the Social Services Department.  

The Tiwahe program is created in a bold, innova-

tive way by using the Native American values of being 

tribally led; family centered; outcomes focused and cul-

turally integrated, according to Farmer’s PowerPoint con-

ference presentation. The Tiwahe program is a successful 

pilot initiative that began in 2014. Tiwahe is implemented 

among six pilot Native American tribes.  

The six Native American Nations who are partici-

pating in the Tiwahe program are the Red Lake Ojibwe 

Nation; Fort Belknap Indian Community; Spirit Lake Da-

kota Tribe; Ute Mountain Ute Nation; Pascua Yaqui Na-

tion and The Association of Village Council President 

(Yu’pik Alaska Native).  

Farmer earned her bachelor’s degree in political 

science, theatre arts and Native American Studies from 

the University of Minnesota, Morris, and her Juris Doc-

torate from the University of Arizona James E. Rogers 

College of Law. She also has a certificate in Indigenous 

Peoples Law and Policy.  

If one’s tribe has operated a Social Service de-
partment and ICWA programs since 2014, that tribe re-
ceives Tiwahe funding. To participate in Tiwahe webinars 
to learn more about Tiwahe by the six pilot Native Ameri-
can Nations. E-mail Johanna Farmer at 
jfarmer@pascuayaqui-nsn.gov and Crystal Keung at crys-

tal.keung@whanautachi.com.  

Continued on Editor’s Notebook 

education knowledge. I felt like my brain going to burst open with new, astute knowledge.  

For this edition of Peach Notes, I dedicated this edition to the Peach Springs Unified School District’s participation in 

this year’s N.I.E.A. conference To be, honest, I had never attended the N.I.E.A. conference because my career as a spe-

cial education teacher began during 2017 when I earned my teaching credentials. Before becoming a special education 

teacher, I was a public-relations practitioner/reporter/public radio producer. I dedicated my mass communications career 

to “Indian Country,” and lived in different Native American communities throughout the country where I learned valua-

ble Indigenous knowledge  before I became a special education teacher.  

Thusly, attending this year’s N.I.E.A.conference was enriching, insightful and a valuable experience especially for edu-

cators who are the “practitioners,” of forwarding a formal education to Native American students, according to Dr. Deb-

orah Jackson-Dennison, an N.I.E.A. conference presenter.  

During the morning of October 14, I sat across from Dr. Dennison, an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation and cur-

rent Superintendent of San Carlos Unified School District, along with fellow “Page person,” Desiree Fowler, the current 

Page Unified School District School Board President, during Dr. Clayton Small’s session at the CHI Health Center.                                                                      
Continued on P. 12 

Photo Courtesy of Johanna Farmer 

Rita Estrella and Caesar Buenamea, both Tiwahe 

staffers discuss a Pascua Yaqui student’s success. 

mailto:jfarmer@pascuayaqui-nsn.gov
mailto:crystal.keung@whanautachi.com
mailto:crystal.keung@whanautachi.com


By Sararesa Hopkins 

 OMAHA, Neb. - Dave Archambault Sr.’s left hand 

extended out and moved from left to right gesturing for em-

phasis during his presentation titled, “How to Implement 

Schooling Sovereignty,” on October 13 during the National 

Indian Education Conference at the CHI Health Center 

Arena.  

 A distinguish pioneer in Native American formal 

education, Archambault, a Hunkapapa Lakota from the 

Standing Rock Sioux Nation, said a long, long time ago, his 

Lakota ancestors saw something moving in everything that 

they saw. They term this “Daku sha ska. ‘Daku’ meaning 

what or something, ‘sha ska,’ meaning movement.” 

 Archambault used his left hand to move along an 

imaginary form along as he spoke and used his hands to 

gesture.  

 “And as time went on, they came to believe that this 

movement, this energy, this force that they saw in every-

thing is ‘wakan,’” Archambault said, adding that ‘wakan,’ 

means sacred, Holy, mysterious in the Lakota language. 

“Then after a while they came to the term, ‘Wakan Tanka,’ 

which means the ‘Great Spirit.’ God is in everything that 

we saw, and such, theoretically, if you have that disposition 

then, you better give respect to everything that you see. 

Philosophy, we, (Lakota people), have this power, we call 

it ‘nagi.’” 

 Archambault used his hands to hover together 

around his middle stomach-area, and said, “This spirit is in 

our abdomen section, here, and it radiated around the body. 

We believe that we got that (nagi) from our parents, and 

they got that from their parents, and before then.” 

 He said the Lakota people believe that this force, 

the nagi, is in the children. “It was especially powerful and 

prevalent in our children. We call our children sacred little 

beings, and as such we allowed our children to move, and 

grow and learn and be as they wanted to as that force inside 

of them, guiding them.”  

PIONEERING LAKOTA EDUCATOR LEADS THE NATIVE 

MONTESSORI SCHOOL TRAIL FOR STUDENTS 

9 

Photo Courtesy of Dave Archambault Sr.  

Dave Archambault Sr., a pioneering educator, 

listens to Secretary of the Interior Sally Jew-

ell. Archambault champions Montessori 

schools across Indian Country.  

Archambault connects the Lakota people’s 

belief in ‘nagi’ with the belated Dr. Maria 

Montessori, an Italian physician and educa-

tor best known for her philosophy of educa-

tion that bears her name. Ultimately, Dr. 

Montessori believed in the nagi and called 

it a “spiritual embryo,” Archambault said.  

 Dr. Montessori designed a philoso-

phy of education where children work inde-

pendently in order to reach new levels of 

autonomy and become self-motivated to 

reach new levels of understanding.  

                         Continued on P.10 



CONTINUED PIONEERING LAKOTA EDUCATOR 

She opened on January 6, 1907, the Casa 

dei Bambini – Italian for “Children’s 

House,” according to the American Mon-

tessori Society. Dr. Montessori was deter-

mined to make the Casa a quality educa-

tional environment for these children, 

whom many had thought were unable to 

learn. Dr. Montessori. 

 At the Casa, the children were act-

ing chaotic, at first, they quickly illustrated 

viable interest in working with puzzles, 

learning to prepare meals and clean their 

environment. The children engaged in 

hands-on learning and began to grow. Dr. 

Montessori observed that children became 

calm, peaceful, displayed periods of deep 

concentration and a sense of cleanliness 

and order for their environment, said the 

American Montessori Society.  

 

 The Montessori education style 

spread throughout her home country of 

Italy during the early 1900s, and by 1915 

the Montessori teaching philosophy gained 

international recognition and growth. In 

the U.S., Montessori’s work began Ameri-

can Montessori Society. The first North 

American Montessori school was opened 

in the home of New York. Maria Montes-

sori’s educational philosophy continued to 

grow internationally, in the country and 

Indian Country. 

 Currently, Archambault champions 

the Montessori style of learning, and has 

advanced the growth of elementary Mon-

tessori. Archambault is a strong advocate 

for Montessori education.  

 Archambault projects a PowerPoint 

image of well-known Hunkapapa Chief 

Sitting Bull and Dr. Montessori onto the 

presentation screen and discusses their 

commonality.  

 “Maria Montessori was an abso-

lutely genius,” Archambault said. “She be-

lieved that there is a guiding force in every 

child. She called it the ‘spiritual embryo.’ 

And what is so significant about Maria 

Montessori is that she developed an educa-

tion system that allowed that child and that 

force to grow and be what it wanted to be.” 

 Archambault then projected a black 

screen with a yellow letters stating a quote 

from Dr. Montessori.  

 “It is the spirit of the child that can 

determine the course of human progress 

and lead it to a higher form of civiliza-

tion.” 

 “Our (Lakota) people, such as Sit-

ting Bull, saw eye-to-eye with her on these 

points. She believed in the ‘spiritual em-

bryo,’ and we believe in the nagi, the same 

thing,” Archambault said.  

 Chief Sitting Bull is one of the 

most controversial famous leaders among 

the Hunkpapa and throughout the world. 

He was born on the Grand River in 1834, 

according to the Sitting Bull College web-

site.                           Continued on P. 11. 
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“As a youth, historical accounts assert that 

Sitting Bull was already a deep thinker and a 
strong warrior. Throughout most of his life 
Sitting Bull strongly protested against any 

cessions of Indian land and opposed the 
confinement of the reservations.” 

Sitting Bull whose Hunkapapa name was 

Tatanka Iyotake is best known for his part in 

the Battle of the Little Bighorn, according to 

the Sitting Bull College website.  

 Archambault shared with the confer-

ence participants that a Montessori educa-

tion that offers student-driven learning; peak 

learning condition; social and emotional 

learning and project based learning.   

 He discussed when he started a new 

Montessori school and focused on project 

based learning and emphasized learning the 

Lakota language. He has spent his career as 

a voice for future generations by advocating 

empowerment schooling models for Native 

American learners of all ages.  

 “I want to change this paradigm for 

Indian people,” Archambault said.  

Dave Archambault, Sr., Hunkpa-

pa Lakota, is best known as the 

Indian School Whisper, and aka, 

Joe Bucking Horse. He is an edu-

cation consultant from the Stand-

ing Rock Sioux Nation. He has 

earned a Master’s degree from 

Penn State and has headed the 

American Indian Higher Educa-

tion Consortium, American Indi-

an College Fund, Sitting Bull Col-

lege, with experience as Tribal 

Councilman, School Superinten-

dent, Principal. He was a member 

of the BIE grant school and Fort 

Yates public school board, and 

was the chairman of the Board for 

the American Indian Business 

Leaders. He is an expert on alter-

native models of learning, 

 For more information contact 

Archambault at joebucking-

horse@gmail.com. 

Who Was Sitting Bull? | Sitting Bull Col-

lege 

Montessori Resources for Schools, Teach-

ers, Families and Parents | American Mon-
tessori Society (amshq.org) 
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CONTINUED PIONEERING LAKOTA EDUCATOR 

 

Chief Sitting Bull.  

mailto:joebuckinghorse@gmail.com
mailto:joebuckinghorse@gmail.com
https://sittingbull.edu/about-sitting-bull/
https://sittingbull.edu/about-sitting-bull/
https://amshq.org/
https://amshq.org/
https://amshq.org/
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK CONTINUED 

I enjoyed that one point of the conference where I visited with fellow Navajo-Diné wom-
en. One highlight of Dr. Small’s session is when he asked his Lakota relative to sing the 
earth song, the spiritual Four Directions Song. That sacred song reminds me of my Oneida 
women sister-friends in Oneida, Wisconsin where I sit in the lodge with them and pray to 
ShekwayaɁtísu (“He Who Made Everything,” in Oneida).  

Other highlights are listening to North Dakota education activists and community activi-
ties from the five Federally Recognized Tribes such as the Mandan-Hidatsa Nation, Stand-
ing Rock Sioux, Sisseton-Wahpehton Nation, Spirit Lake Nation, Turtle Mountain Chip-
pewa Nation and many other vested organizational members  were at the N.I.E.A. confer-
ence sharing their legislative and Native American educational victory. 

“The work we do as educators, it’s not about us, it’s about those ancestors who came be-
fore us, and the generations coming up,” said one of the educational activists who pushed 
for the passing of North Dakota Bill SB#2304.  

The North Dakota Bill SB#2304 is a historic bill that mandates North Dakota public and 
nonpublic school to teacher Native American history in their curricula. North Dakota Gov-
ernor Doug Burgum signed SB#2304 on April 23, 2021, and it went into effect August 1, 
2021, according to the N.I.E.A. “The Bill sets a new precedent in the state of North Dako-
ta and serves as an example of tribal-state partnerships in advancing Native education for 
all,” said N.I.E.A. representatives. “The Bill includes an active timeline for implementa-
tion of the new curriculum integration with the high school requirement for graduation 
becoming effective in 2025.” 

Lastly, I have decided to write more N.I.E.A. conference  stories for Peach Notes because 
the month of November is Native American Heritage Month, and I believe in doing the 
right thing. I have more stories to share from many distinguished master educators who are 
affiliated with Native American Education. The next issue of Peach Notes will be a Part II 
of the Special Edition of the 2021 National Indian Education Association conference. 
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