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By Sicily Stahl and Emily Dickey  
Travel nursing is the thing to do these days and for obvious reasons. 
There are many factors that attract nurses to this gypsy way of life: short-
term contracts, vibrant new cities, meeting new people…and apparently 
running into people from your hometown. As was the case for alums Sicily 
Stahl (’16) and Emily Dickey (’13) when we quit our nursing jobs in Kansas 
City and moved to San Diego, CA in January of this year.  We signed a travel 
contract at one of the myriads of large hospital organizations in Southern 
California.  The chance of seeing a familiar face is implausible, or so we thought.  
As a travel nurse, you receive one day only of orientation on the assigned unit, and 
you are paired with a preceptor that day to show you around the hospital, explain 
policies, etc.  Because we have separate areas of expertise, we were assigned to 
different units.  Sicily was assigned to a Medical/Surgical-Telemetry unit and Emily 
was assigned to the Intensive Care Unit.  On our orientation day, Emily received a text 
from Sicily late that morning that said, “You’ll never believe who my preceptor is!”  When 
we got home that night, Sicily began to explain “I got paired up with a nurse and she 
was quick to say, ‘you look very familiar’ but I told her ‘there’s no way you know me, I just 
moved here two weeks ago’ and that was that. But then a little later, the nurse said ‘okay 
you look really familiar. Where did you say you’re from?’ When I said I was from a small-town 
in Kansas, I was surprised to hear her say ‘OMG me too! Which city?’ I told her I was from 
Pittsburg and she said ‘I’m from Pitt too! I went to Colgan’ and my mouth fell open ‘no way! I 
went to Colgan, too!’ “ Turns out Sicily’s preceptor was Jamie Naylor (‘09)! 

Travel nursing also brought Jamie out 
to Southern California a few years ago 
and she loved San Diego so much, 
she quit travel nursing and accepted a 
full-time job.  Turns out it was the right 
move for her, as she met her fiancé 
and the two get married in September 
of this year!  The three of us have 
since met up for dinner and Jamie has 
given us great recommendations on 
things to do in the area.

What are the chances that, out of all 
the hospitals in San Diego, all the 
units, all the nurses, Sicily and Jamie 
got paired together?  What a small 
world! 

Sicily Stahl and Jamie Naylor pictured
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Ring the Bells!
Embellish Boutique
Clara (VanBecelaere) Barnes (’89)
• Clara has owned Embellish for 7 years
• Clara has six employees
• She moved to Broadway for better parking and exposure
• Clara previously worked as a Para for St. Mary’s Elementary
• Responsibilities: Placing orders, keeping inventory stocked, paying bills, 

helping customers…anything you can think of 
• Why Embellish? Clara wrote, “Just something that came about, and I was 

ready to be back in the retail world.  I saw a need for shopping options in 
Pitt and decided to go for it!”

The Pitt Restaurant
Blaise Main (’10)
• Blaise has owned The Pitt for 4 years
• Blaise has 30 employees
• Responsibilities: General manager in charge of daily operations, 

marketing, scheduling, inventory/ordering, public relations, and 
event planning

• Blaise had previously done freelance marketing for multiple small 
businesses as well as bartending

• Why The Pitt? “I had worked in the bar/restaurant industry for years”, 
Blaise wrote, “A downtown establishment was closing, and we saw it as an opportunity 
to open our own place. We realized that Pittsburg was lacking a good hometown sports 
bar with a friendly and upbeat atmosphere and consistent upscale bar food.  We’ve built a 
solid base over the last couple years and look forward to growing in the future.”

Mazzio’s Italian Eatery
Christy (Hubbard) Handshy (’85) and Donna (Hubbard) Baze (’80)
• Owned Mazzio’s for 18 years
• Mazzios has 30 employees
• Duties: Christy takes care of the restaurant management and Donna handles the 

paperwork plus works a couple days a week so Christy can have a break.
• Christy started working for Ken’s pizza as a waitress and cook right out of high school.  

She soon entered the management training program. She ran a store in Mississippi 
and Joplin before returning to Pittsburg where she has been for 34 years.  

• Donna worked in shipping and purchasing for National Mills and National Screen Print 
Equipment before purchasing Mazzio’s with Christy.

• Why Mazzio’s?  Christy wrote, “Mazzio’s is all I have ever known.  I have worked for 
them since I was 19 and it has given me and my family a great life.”  Christy wrote.

Harry’s Cafe
Betty (Tierney) Farris (’58) and Shirley (Farris) Hensley (’87)
• Betty and Henry Farris (’55) bought Harry’s Cafe in 1991. 
• In 2000, their daughter Shirley went to work for her parents at Harry’s.  Henry passed 

away in 2006.  Betty still works on the weekends.
• Shirley had previously worked at Jack’s Steak House and Farris’ Cafe
• Shirley and Betty have 8 employees who go above and beyond
• Shirley’s daily role has always been to help her parents at the restaurant however they 

have needed her.  
• Why Harry’s – “My parents have always made sure I was taken care of, so the least I 

could do was the same for them.  I’ve been very blessed, more than I deserve.  I was 
pretty lucky to have such great role models.  They were amazing to all of us.  I just 
want to carry on their legacy.” Shirley wrote.

Panther Business Owners in 
downtown Pittsburg
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Wheeler & Mitchelson, Chartered
Kevin (’75) and John (’76) Mitchelson
• Fred Mitchelson, Kevin’s and John’s father, joined Charles 

Wheeler in 1950 to form the law firm of Wheeler & Mitchelson
• John joined his dad in 1983 and Kevin joined in 1985
• Both Kevin and John received their undergraduate business 

degrees and law degrees from the University of Kansas
• Kevin had previously worked for the Stinson Law firm in Kansas City, Missouri.  John began working with his dad right 

out of law school
• The Firm has 11 employees
• Wheeler & Mitchelson is a general practice law firm that specializes in corporate, estate, probate and tax law.  Their 

daily roles are to counsel clients and advise them to help them with their various legal matters, especially business and 
estate planning

• Fred retired in 2014 and passed away in 2016, leaving the practice to be owned by Kevin and John
• Why Wheeler & Mitchelson? “It’s home,” John said. “We grew up in the practice of law with our dad.  It’s the community 

where we grew up and raised our families, and we are proud to be part of Pittsburg and the surrounding area.”

Ray’s Barber Shop
Ray Peak (’77)
• Ray has owned his barber shop on Broadway for 27 years
• He has been cutting hair for 45 years
• He started on 1995 at 715 N Broadway and in 2005 moved to Stillwell Hotel building 

after a car ran into his shop
• He is the sole owner and barber
• His daily role is to cut the hair of men and boys.
• Prior to becoming a barber, Ray received his degree in Printing management and 

worked for PittCraft
• He also worked with his dad, Leo in his barber shop. Leo was a barber for 60 years 

before retiring
• Why Ray’s Barber Shop? “Because this is home!” Ray said.

Bud’s Jewelry
Buddy Benelli (’57)
• Buddy took over Bud’s Jewelry from his dad in 1965.
• Bud Benelli (Buddy’s dad) started Bud’s Jewelry in 1949 at 720 N. Broadway.
• Buddy’s grandpa, Desidemo Benelli, started Benelli’s Jewelry store in 

Frontenac, then moved to Pittsburg to avoid the mafia who wanted him to 
launder money.

• Buddy worked in his dad’s jewelry store from a young age. “I told my dad I 
wanted to run track. And he told me track would be how fast I could run from 
St. Mary’s to the store.”

• On May 21, 2011, a fire destroyed Bud’s Jewelry.  He moved to his current location in the Stillwell Hotel.
• Buddy is the sole employee
• His daily role is to repair and order jewelry
• Why Bud’s Jewelry?  “There’s no place better than Pittsburg.” Buddy said. 

Wilbert’s Screen Printing
Bill Wilbert (’64)
• In July, Wilbert’s Screen Printing will be 50 years old
• Currently Bill has one other employee who has worked for him for 31 

years, plus his wife Vicky who does the bookkeeping.  At one time he 
had 5 employees but has scaled back.

• Bill does all his artwork by hand for the screen prints.  Their niche market is car shows and MoKan dragstrip.  Bill is 
sought out to design, draw and print shirts for car shows throughout the four states.

• Most of his work is repeat customers.
• Bill grew up working at MoKan Dragstrip, helping his brother Jim. Then he worked for Jayhawk Specialty where he did 

all the artwork for their commercial jobs.  He also studied art at Pittsburg State University.  
• Why Wilbert’s Screen Printing?  Bill wrote, “Before I opened the shop, I was designing and printing shirts to earn extra 

money when I was approached by Chicken Annie’s Original to design them a shirt.  I am still printing that same design 
for them today.”
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Katie Nance graduated in the SMC Class of 2012, during which she spent her 
time heavily involved in Cheer and Theatre. After graduation, she attended 
Pittsburg State University and graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of Science 
in Biology with minors in Chemistry and Physical Science. Katie briefly worked 
at Triple T Foods (now Diamond Pet Foods Inc.) in Frontenac, KS managing 
their Microbiology laboratory. In 2017, she moved to Champaign, Illinois to 
attend the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Katie graduated from 
UIUC in 2019 with a Master of Science in Food Science and Human Nutrition. 
Immediately after graduation, she moved to the Chicago metro area and 
began work for Synergy Flavors, a company that provides taste solutions 
for the global food and beverage industry. There, Katie works as a Sensory 

Scientist and trains a taste panel to provide detailed flavor profiles of products 
like alcoholic beverages, dairy, and plant-based protein. In 2018, she married 
John Kolarik (SMC Class of 2009) and they live together in Crystal Lake, Illinois 
with their little cat, Cannoli. John is a Welder for Zurn Industries and also uses 
those skills to make metal art in their spare time. Katie’s favorite memory of 
attending SMC is going to the Church and singing to the Nuns after football 
games, as well as all of the irreplaceable memories with close friends spent 
rehearsing for plays. Some of the most important ways attending SMC has 
affected her is the drive to put your best foot forward and give 110% to 
everything you do, and to always strive to be a kindhearted person. Katie also 
met the love of her life while attending SMC and will cherish that gift forever.

KATIE NANCE 

Shannon (Gilmore) Duncan graduated with the SMC class of 2002. She 
continued her education at Pittsburg State University where she earned her 
bachelor’s degree in Nursing in 2006. Shannon’s first nursing job was on the 
medical/oncology floor at Freeman Hospital in Joplin, MO. In July of 2006, she 
married Brant Duncan. Brant is the Custom Order Specialist at Home Depot. 
They live in Pittsburg with their two children, who both attend SMC and are 
the third generation of the Gilmore family to attend SMC. Noah, will be a 
sophomore in the ‘22-‘23 school year, and Katie will be in 7th grade. Shannon 
spent time as a nurse in a doctor’s office, then 10 years as an Operating Room 

nurse at Via Christi in Pittsburg. She was a member of the first BSN (Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing) to DNP (Doctor of Nursing Practice) at Pittsburg State 
University and graduated in 2019. She currently is the nurse practitioner for 
the Via Christi Women’s Health Clinic in Pittsburg. Shannon wrote about SMC, 
“The traditions are some of my fondest memories and now that my kids are 
getting to participate in those same traditions, I am very grateful to have had 
the opportunity to attend Colgan and am proud to be an alumnus.” 
Shannon is the daughter of Gene (’75) and Penny Gilmore

SHANNON (GILMORE) DUNCAN

Gary Schiefelbein graduated from Colgan High School in 1992. After 
graduation, Gary earned his bachelor’s degree from Missouri Southern State 
University (MSSU) in 1997. He has spent his career in the risk management and 
transportation industry. Gary has two daughters who both graduated from 
McAuley Catholic High School in Joplin and a 15-year-old stepson. His oldest 
daughter, Abby recently graduated from MSSU with her nursing degree, and 
younger daughter Taylor is currently attending Pittsburg State University. 
Gary lives in Joplin with his wife Suzanne and stepson Max. Suzanne owns 
Blue Water Pools in Joplin. Gary enjoys spending his free time mountain 
biking, trail riding motorcycles and painting. Gary’s artwork has been featured 

in Club 609 in Joplin. Gary wrote that his favorite memory from high school 
was the news coverage the football team received leading up to the State 
football championship. Gary’s good friend and classmate, Travis Newton, 
was the first person who had received a heart transplant to play in a state 
football championship in Kansas. Gary wrote, “One of the things I miss most 
about SMC (Colgan in my day), is the community support and the feeling that 
you were part of something greater than yourself as an individual. You were 
part of a large family that you can count on.”  Gary is the son of Mark (‘65) and 
Mary Sue Schiefelbein 

GARY SCHIEFELBEIN 

Tim Conrad graduated with the Colgan High School class of 1982. He received 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s of Science in Education from Pittsburg State 
University and later his District Superintendent License from Emporia State 
University. Tim entered the education field immediately following graduation 
from Pittsburg State in 1986. After beginning his teaching and coaching career 
at Bishop Ward High School in Kansas City, Kansas, he served as a teacher 
and coach at Gridley and Jayhawk-Linn. He served nine years as principal at 
Lebo and KC Piper, and 15 years as school Superintendent at Lebo-Waverly, 
Pleasanton, and KC-Piper. During his tenures, Tim was responsible for helping 
his school districts achieve statewide academic performance recognition, 
worked directly with KSDE in beta testing state school budgets for all school 
districts in Kansas and served on various boards. Tim was also responsible 
for two successful bond issue campaigns totaling over 60 million dollars that 
led to the construction of new schools in three different communities. After 
retiring as superintendent at KC Piper in 2019, Tim became principal at St. 
Patrick Catholic School in Kansas City, Kansas, where he continues and will 
begin his 37th year in education in the fall of 2022. Tim is married to 1983 

Frontenac graduate Robin Titus. The Conrad’s have four children - Jessica 
35-years-old, who is a Pitt State graduate, Caitlyn, 33, and Morgan, 31, who 
are both University of St. Mary’s graduates, and 17-year-old Titus who is a 
junior at Piper High School. They have five grandchildren, Derx, Duke, Cartyr, 
Landon, and Bo. Tim, Robin, and Titus reside in Kansas City, Kansas. Lifelong 
friends and godparents to each other’s children, Mike Compton (‘82), who Tim 
sat behind in alphabetical order in most classes while at Colgan, remains his 
best friend. They often share laughs and fond memories of their high school 
days. Tim has many family members who are Colgan graduates including 
both parents, Conny (’58) and Maxine (Ray ’60), two brothers Eddie (’81) and 
Todd (’85), an aunt and uncle, and several cousins. Tim wrote, “The impact 
that Marcel Normand made on me has been life changing. While giving 
convocation addresses in school districts where I was superintendent, I have 
always shared the impact Mr. Normand made on my life, and even to this day 
with my staff at my current school.” While mentoring new teachers each year, 
Tim always tries to share the traits learned from Mr. Normand and the values 
instilled while attending Colgan. 

TIM CONRAD 
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Margaret (Keegan) Cosgrove is a member of member of the 1972 graduating 
class at Colgan. She attended St. Mary’s grade school from kindergarten 
through eighth grade. Her aunt, Helen Delaney was her kindergarten teacher. 
After graduation she attended Pittsburg State University, and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education. She also received her 
Master of Science in Education at PSU with emphasis in Reading and Special 
Education. While working on her masters she taught Special Reading at St. 
Mary’s Elementary. She still cherishes the wonderful memories that she has 
from teaching in that position. It was a bonus to have worked with some of 
the teachers that were teaching there when she was a student. Margaret also 
worked with the SEK special ed coop in Girard. She worked with students from 
kindergarten through twelfth grade. Margaret moved to Wichita and taught 
reading at both the junior and senior high levels. While in Wichita, she met 
her husband, Dan Cosgrove. He taught high school social studies and was the 
assistant men’s basketball coach at Newman University. They were married 
on June 6, 1987. They have three daughters; Danielle, and twins Hilary and 

Emily. Danielle is married to Anthony Marrone and they have two children, 
Blakely, age 3 and Laken, age 2. They reside in Wesley Chapel, Florida where 
Anthony works for Amazon and Danielle is a homemaker. Hilary is married 
to Nathan Mick and resides in Osborne, Ks. Nathan works in agribusiness 
and Hilary is a fifth-grade teacher and owns her own dance studio. Emily is 
engaged to Dylan Lumpkins and they are planning a wedding next summer at 
Magdalen Catholic Church in Wichita. Emily teaches first grade in Newton, Ks. 
Margaret and Dan are both retired and enjoy traveling, especially to see their 
grandchildren in Florida and family in Osborne and Pittsburg. Margaret has 
many fond memories of her time at St. Mary’s Colgan. She is grateful for her 
Catholic upbringing and the opportunity to attend K-12 Catholic Schools. She 
is also grateful that her daughters could attend Catholic schools in the Diocese 
of Wichita. She remembers all the activities that she and her classmates could 
participate and excel in due to the small class size. She feels blessed to have 
been a part the Colgan community and always looks forward to seeing fellow 
classmates.

MARGARET (KEEGAN) COSGROVE

Mary (Benelli) Polfer graduated from St. Mary’s High School with the class of 
1962. Mary’s parents, Margaret and Bud, owned a jewelry store two blocks 
from St. Mary’s. From the age of ten years old, Mary could be found working at 
the jewelry store. Mary’s formal education continued after high school, as she 
received her Bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Pittsburg State University 
in 1966, became a CPA (Certified Public Accountant) in 1969, received her MBA 
from the University of Tulsa in 1971 and AMP (Advanced Management Program) 
from Harvard University in 1994. Mary met her husband Neil Polfer while at 
PSU. They were married at Our Lady of Lourdes in 1967 after Neil returned from 
active duty service in the National Guard. They lived in Tulsa, Oklahoma, most 
of their adult lives, transferring to Houston and Kansas City for brief stays. 
Neil spent his career in computer sales and related products. Mary worked in 
accounting and finance. She began as an Accounting Management Trainee in 
the oil industry and advanced through managerial and leadership positions. 
After surviving three major mergers in the oil industry, being transferred to 
Houston without any support system while having two children, ages 3 and 
4 at the time, Mary and Neil decided they needed to move closer to home. In 
addition to the oil industry, Mary also worked in the utility, financial services, 
and federated coop industries. Mary told the people who reported to her that 
if they were not happy in their careers, they need to “Move On.” Mary wrote, 
“Life is too short, and it is essential to enjoy your work. Too many hours are 

spent at work to not enjoy it.” After her third retirement, Mary and Neil decided 
to move to Grand Lake in Oklahoma. That retirement lasted six months before 
Mary was climbing the walls. Neil agreed to move back to Pittsburg if they 
could have a small acreage. On their 3 ½ acres, just outside of Pittsburg, Neil 
has had horses, cows, and a small garden. Mary began her 4th career when 
she began teaching accounting at Pittsburg State University. Her ties to PSU 
began long before her teaching career as she had spent many years on the 
Kelce Advisory Board and the PSU Foundation Board which she served on for 
15 years, serving as Chair for two years. She taught at PSU for 14 years before 
retiring (again) in 2019, believing that her 65 years in the work force was long 
enough. Mary wrote, “Of all the various positions I held through the years, I 
believe the last 14 years as an Accounting Instructor at PSU were the most 
rewarding personally, because I was able to make an impact on many of the 
students and give them some ideas as to what the “Real World” is like.” While at 
PSU she also taught many students from SMC. Mary has two close friends she 
still communicates with who all began kindergarten together in the upstairs of 
the McCullough Gymnasium and graduated from PSU together. “Last year we 
lost four classmates. That’s why I am really looking forward to the All School 
Reunion this year.” Mary credits her parents, as well as the teachers at St. 
Mary’s for her value system, great work ethic and for instilling in her the fact 
that one can do anything to which they set their mind.

MARY (BENELLI) POLFER   

Jim Russian proudly graduated with the St. Mary’s High School class of 1952. 
When Jim graduated from Chicopee elementary school in 1948, he had a great 
desire to go to Catholic high school. Jim paid Frances Benedict $.20 a day for 
a round trip ride to school. Jim’s devotion to his faith can be credited in part to 
Fr. Finnegan who was pastor in Chicopee. While in elementary school, Jim was 
riding his bike and Fr. Finnegan stopped him and asked why he hadn’t been 
at catechism class. Jim started going regularly, then became an altar server 
and his parents began to regularly attend Mass. “I haven’t missed Mass since.” 
Jim said. Jim graduated from St. Mary’s in the middle of the Korean War, so he 
joined the Navy. He served on a Navy minesweeper that was stationed off the 
US East Coast – and they found three mines. After two years in the Navy, Jim 
was discharged and returned to Pittsburg to attend Pittsburg State University. 
On September 3, 1955, Jim and Johnna (Gilbert ’55) married at Our Lady of 
Lourdes. Jim graduated with his Bachelor of Business Administration with a 
major in Accounting in 1958. After graduation, they moved to the East Coast for 
one year where Jim worked for a catering company at major horse racetrack. 
When they moved back to Pittsburg, he worked for a year as office manager 
for Bowlus School Supply. He then left Bowlus to work for Bottenfield Beauty 
Supply for the next 33 years, three years as manager. Jim moved on to work 
for Peel’s Beauty Supply out of Hutchinson, working mainly out of his home. 
After seven years with Peel’s, Jim retired at the age of 63. Jim and Johnna 
were blessed with six children: Carol (‘74) Jameson, Jamie, Mark(‘77), Lisa (‘80) 
Jordan, Dennis (class of ‘78 passed away May 25, 1975), and Robert. Carol lives 

in Bolivar, Missouri, the rest live in the Pittsburg area. Johnna stayed home 
with kids over the years as a homemaker or “Domestic Goddess” according 
to Jim. They also have 17 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. To say 
that Jim and Johnna enjoy traveling would be an understatement. They have 
been on 69 cruises and traveled to 43 states. Their favorite cruises include the 
Amazon/Brazil, Alaska, and Panama. But the ultimate trip was 16 days to the 
Greek Isle where they went to Ephesus and were able to walk where St. John 
and Mary walked after Christ’s crucifixion. Jim has many fond memories of 
his high school days. He was a member of the football team who started the 
tradition of singing Good Night Irene to the Nuns to let them know that they 
had won a football game and going to the Church to sing and pray. “Sometimes 
we would wake them up with our singing and they would flash their lights to 
let us know they heard us,” Jim recalled. He also recalled Fr. Stremel taking 
the seniors to Eureka Springs, Arkansas, for their senior trip and Fr. Kokur was 
their chaperone. Jim’s dedication to the school did not stop after graduation 
as he, Joe Monsour, and Pete Murray began the Quarterback Club in the 1970’s. 
Membership was $10. They held dances at the Tower Ballroom and had raffles 
to raise money to buy equipment and uniforms for the teams. Jim recalled 
having hand-me-down equipment and mismatched uniform when he was in 
school. “But what we had plenty of was Spirit!” he said. Jim credits St. Mary’s 
High School and Our Lady of Lourdes with so much. “I owe everything to St. 
Mary’s High School. My faith and my education!”

JIM RUSSIAN  
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Panther Generations

Introducing the newest SMC Alumni – the Class of 2022.  The graduates are grouped by how many generations of their 
family have graduated from SMC.  Congratulations to all of our graduates, especially those who are the first generation of 

their family to graduate from SMC.  We hope to see more of your family in the future. 

1ST GENERATION  standing back two rows

Back: Marci Brown, Will Glover, Katie Voss, Bryce Simon, 
Jay Suarez, Beau Wilson, Stuart O’Brien

Front: Anabell Marji, Bianca Alvarado, Brooklyn Caskey, 
Julia Bradbury, Cheyanne Dickman, Jackie Musio-Piedro, 
Emily Imhoff

2ND GENERATION  four seated on the sides

Left side: Nicholas Ison (John Ison ‘78)

 Lauren Yaghmour (George Yaghmour ‘90)

Right side: Allie and Ashley Marietta (Jason Marietta ‘93) 

3RD GENERATION  seven seated on the bottom step 

Aidan Fleming*  
(Kyle Fleming ‘91, Bob Fleming ’60, Phyllis [Fields] Fry ‘46)

Matevz Kalan  
(Jasna [Lomshek] Kalan ‘95, Anna [Pecnik] Lomshek ‘69) 

Grace Orender 
(Don Orender ’85, Shirley [Farris] Orender ‘48)

Kaden Vogel  
(Kim [Emerson] Vogel ‘93, Pat [Swartz] Emerson 64)

Gabi Radell (Jim Radell ’81, Jim Radell ‘57)

Kelci VanBecelaere  
(Joel and Ami [Rose] VanBecelaere ‘93, Jim VanBecelaere ‘53)

Will Yartz (Kyle Yartz ’95, Cynthia [Lundberg] Yartz ’73)

*Aidan is a 4th generation SMC graduate

4TH GENERATION  two seated on the floor 

Jalen VanBecelaere  
(Crezentia VanBecelaere ’99, Jim VanBecelaere ’77,  
Jim VanBecelaere ’53)

Brooks Badart  
(CJ Badart ’99, Karen [Patterson] Badart ’70,  
Angie [Peak] Patterson ’46)
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Alumni Announcements

Alumni Wedding Announcements
And Two Shall Become One
Monica Soper (‘08) and Kyle Goodman February 10, 2022
Katie Sloan (‘11) and Max Lazzo February 19, 2022
Lisa Elmer (‘09) and Bryce Winklepleck April 23, 2022
Connor O’Brien (‘16) and Haydn Dawson (‘16) May 7, 2022
Ryan Cedeño (‘16) and Maddy VanBecelaere (‘16) June 4, 2022

Recently Deceased Alumni
May their souls and the souls of  

all the faithfully departed rest in peace.
 Michael Cooper (’87) January 14, 2022
 Jim Napier (’67) January 23, 2022
 Theresa (Lero) LaForge (’45) January 31, 2022
 Andrew Habjan (’61) February 2, 2022
 Sharon (Aubert) Kelly (‘70) February 6, 2022
 Rosemary (Simoncic’49) Ryan February 15, 2022

Alumni Birth Announcements: Welcome to the Baby Panthers
William and Emily (Sanders ‘15) Steppig 
Announce the birth of a son, Louis Bradley, on January 28, 2022 

Andrew and Kathleen (Sanders ‘11) Rowe
Announce the birth of a daughter Siena Joy, on February 3, 2022

Chas (‘09) and Emmy Smith
Announce the birth of a son, Brody Charles, on April 4, 2022

Fr. Jerome blessed our newly finished Rosary Walk, located 
on the east side of St. Mary’s Elementary School. This 
special area was built to honor Mrs. Hicks, former principal 
of SME, as well as the dedicated staff, past and present, of 
St. Mary’s Colgan Catholic Schools.

The project was funded by generous donations from our 
students, parents, and friends.  Special thanks to Crossland 
Construction for their work on this project.

Outdoor Rosary Walk
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BLOCK 22
How did an SMC graduate who lives in Springfield, MO 
become an integral part of one of the largest Pittsburg 
downtown renovations? Kind of by chance!! After a 
member of the City of Pittsburg Housing Department 
happened to see a presentation by the Vecino Group in 
2015, they contacted Vecino about downtown renovations.  
The project was passed along to SMC graduate Mat Burton 
who had recently begun working for Vecino in Springfield 
and is president of P3 – Public Private Partnerships. Mat 
had grown up in Pittsburg, graduating from St. Mary’s 
Colgan in 1992 and Pitt State in 1997. When he was 
presented the opportunity to help make improvements 
to his hometown and work with his college alma mater, 
he jumped at the opportunity.  Pittsburg was looking 
to renovate the National Bank Building at the corner of 
4th and Broadway, the heart of Pittsburg. “But, by itself, 
The National Bank Building was not enough to make the 
project work,” Mat determined.  The City reached out 
and found interest from three other buildings juxtaposed 
to the National Bank.  The project was named Block22 
and included two buildings on the east side of 4th and 
Broadway and two building on the west side. But so much 
more was needed than just the physical renovations of the 
buildings.

Mat’s previous experience as the Global Chief Marketing 
officer for the non-profit organization Enactus, helped pave 
the way for him to create a unique partnership between 
the City of Pittsburg, Pittsburg State University and the 
Vecino Group. Once the scope of the buildings to be 
renovated was determined, and the stakeholders were all 

on board, the real collaboration began in deciding what 
the buildings were going to become. “We had to create 
stability and communication with PSU and the City to 
make it work.” Major renovations transformed the over 
16,000 square feet in the four old buildings into nearly 100 
units of student housing, restaurants, a coffee house, office 
space and more.  The Vecino Group owns the buildings 
and leases them to Pittsburg State University, who in 
turn leases to each of the tenants. The partnership that 
Mat helped to craft, has benefited each entity involved.  
Opening in September of 2019, Block22 has made a major 
impact on the City of Pittsburg and PSU. “Block22 is a real 
accomplishment,” Matt said.  “It is a case study and is being 
looked at by other University’s and Cities.”  

Maryvale Press is a new business started by three SMC 
graduates that produces Catholic consumable booklets for 
elementary age children.  St Mary’s Elementary Preschool 
teacher, Jill (Normand) VanWey (‘89) is the Co-Founder/
Content Coordinator, Haydn Ward (‘94) is the Co-Founder/
Creative Director and Erin (Farmer) Hayes (‘09) is the 
Operations Manager. Jill’s desire for more Catholic-minded 
materials for preschool age children and Haydn’s passion 
for teaching the faith was the impetus for Maryvale Press’ 
first booklet series, ‘His Little Way’. This series consists of 
Catholic consumable booklets for PreK/K age children, 
is launching this August and available for order now. The 
‘His Little Way’ series guides PreK/K children through the 
liturgical year, presents foundational Catholic teachings, 
introduces many beloved saints and includes a fun activity 
page to reinforce material covered in each booklet. 
Maryvale Press’ future goals are to create two additional 
series, ‘His Holy Truth’ and ‘His Beautiful Life’ which will 
be geared towards grades 2-8.  Subscriptions to ‘His Little 
Way’ booklets include 18 booklets per year and can be 
purchased through their website, maryvalepress.com.

Panther Spotlight

Pictured are Mat and his wife Kelly with their three  
children, Grace 13, James 11,and Isabel, 9

MARYVALE PRESS

Pictured are Erin (Farmer) Hayes, Haydn Ward, and 
Jill (Normand) VanWey.
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Cichon steps down 
as Colgan coach
This article first appeared in The Morning Sun, April 7, 2022
By Jim Henry, Sports Editor for The Morning Sun. Reprinted with permission.

When Wayne Cichon came to St. Mary’s Colgan as boys basketball 
coach in 1983, he had no idea he would still be here 39 years later. 
“I thought this was going to be a place where I would use it to 
sling-shot somewhere else so to speak,” Cichon said. “Maybe 
move up a level or two or three. 
“But I just kind of fell in love with the whole thing. I love what we’re 
doing. I love what we’ve done here and am real pleased to be able 
to send my kids to an institution like this for their education and for 
everything they get out of our school and our church.” 
After 655 victories and five state championships, Cichon has 
stepped down as the Panthers’ coach. 
“Former coaches and buddies of mine, people like Chuck (Smith, 
former Colgan football coach) and Frank Nacarrato (former Galena 
coach and assistant at Pittsburg State) have always said you’ll 
know when it’s time,” Cichon said. “I can’t tell you ... you just know 
it and it happens. 
“Practices were starting to wear on me, preparing and watching all 
the film you have to watch and doing all the extra things outside 
of just coaching the game. My wife wants to go places, and we 
haven’t really been able to go places when she wants to go. 
“Teaching and coaching for 45 years, I talked to my wife and said 
I think it’s time. I’m getting tired, run down. Those guys who gave 
me that advice, I know what they meant.” 
Cichon was an assistant coach at Bishop Miege for six years 
before coming to Colgan. “Chuck called me and told me there 
was an opening and I should apply for it,” said Cichon, who also 
coached football for 35 years at Colgan. “So I did, and the rest is 
history.” 
Cichon’s record is almost 400 games over .500 -- 655-260 with 
15 20-win seasons and seven losing seasons. His teams won 12 
CNC League championships, 26 sub-state championships and 
compiled a 121-36 record in postseason play with seven second 
places, two third places and three fourth places in addition to the 
five state titles. 
From 2002-10, the Panthers made nine consecutive appearances 
in the Class 2A championship game, winning in 2002, 2005 and 
2008.  
“We had a run of tremendous athletes,” Cichon said. “And 
sometimes it wasn’t a tremendous athlete. It was more of a 
tremendous team. That’s what’s always been so gratifying, to 
see kids develop and develop the camaraderie and the desire to 
succeed. 
“Now I can’t even fathom that we did that. It’s just something that 
is unbelievable. Who goes to nine straight championship games? 
“I didn’t really think about it at the time. In 2008 I was named 
coach of the year by Topeka (Capital-Journal) for all classes. There 
were some other coaches there at the ceremony from the Topeka 
area, and they go ‘Wow.’ That’s when it hit me that these guys 

were impressed with something that I’d never thought about.” 

The Panthers’ lone undefeated season was 26-0 in 2004-05, and 
their first two state titles are memorable to Cichon for different 
reason. 

“My son (Scott) got to play an important role in the 2002 
championship game,” Cichon said. “Obviously 1996, it was the first 
one and obviously the way we won it. 

We played Inman and Pat McNally hit the tying shot and winning 
shot. We were down one with six seconds left, and we ran an 
inbounds play and Pat took the ball, drove to the basket and got 
fouled. He knocked both free throws down, and they threw the ball 
to halfcourt and Kurt Duncan stole it and the game was over. That 
was pretty exciting.” 

It’s been a quick 39 years for Cichon. “And it got faster as the years 
went on,” he said. “Quite a bit faster. It seems like everything has 
flown by like this last year. It’s hard to believe that it happened so 
fast. Everything just flew right by.” 

He will continue to teach calculus and Algebra 3. “Two high-
powered math classes which I really enjoy,” Cichon said. “I love 
teaching the higher- level math. I’m going to do that as long as I 
feel like that, and they allow me to do it.” 

Of course, none of this is possible without a supportive family. 
“They’ve put up with a lot,” Cichon said. “It’s tough on the kids 
especially (Scott and daughters Tracy and Molly), and my wife. 
Kathy has allowed me to do it. I always looked up to her in the 
stands. 

“I’m grateful for all the athletes we’ve had,” Cichon said. “They’ve 
been good. It’s real rewarding to see the kids succeed the way 
they have. A lot of times it seems like it falls on me, but it’s really 
on them. They were the ones who did it all. I just kind of guided 
them a little bit, and most of the time they didn’t need much 
guidance. 

“The administration has always been good to us. I’ve been really 
fortunate with all the assistant coaches and the junior high 
coaches. Early on they started running the same stuff we do in 
high school. That has made our job in high school that much 
better. John Duncan has been a junior high coach for 22, 23 
years. He’s been a big plus for us, and three of his four boys won 
state championship for us. “Great assistants over the years, great 
players, and I get all the accolades,” Cichon said with a laugh. 

“It’s been a great ride. I’d like to go one more year just to say I did 
it for 40 years here. But it’s time.”

PHOTO BY SETH POTTER / THE MORNING SUN

THANK YOU COACH

for the years &  
            the memories!
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We have created a Veteran’s Honor Wall in the St. 
Mary’s Colgan High School Commons so that all can 
pay tribute to our SMC graduates who have served 
our country.  The Honor wall, flanked by the American 
flag and the Papal flag, has our SMC logo in the 
middle surrounded by the Stars and Stripes and an 
emblem of each branch of military service.  Hanging 
on the wall in graduation year order are blue dog 
tags etched by our technology class.  Each dog tag 
is etched with the veteran’s name, branch of service, 
school name (St. Mary’s High School, Colgan High 
School, or St. Mary’s Colgan High School) followed 
by their graduation year.  Above the Honor Wall are 
pictures of our SMC graduates who are currently in 
active-duty service.  Dog tags of our deceased alumni 
are wrapped in white silencers.  A duplicate dog tag 
has been mailed to each of our service members, or 
their family.  Next to the display is a list of the names 
of the dog tags that are displayed.  

Below is the current list of names on display.

Veterans’ Honor Wall

GRADUATE BRANCH OF SERVICE CLASS OF
Lewis Blessant USN 1971
David Boyd USANG 1964
Logan Brake USAF 2009
Leo Brown USAF USAF-R 1983
Nicholas Bullard USA 2006
Harvey Castagno USA 1948
Michael Chapman USN 1967
Casey Clugston USA 1963
Michael Cooper KSANG 1987
Gene Corsini USN 1959
Ken Corsini USA 1957
Frank Crespino USA 1951
David Cronister USA 1965
Frank Cukjati USA 1962
Kevin Decker USMC 1984
Jack Deveney USA 1965
William Dorsey USMC 1960
Rudy Draper USMC 1996
Becky (Hogue) Duncan USAF 1996
Kirk Duncan USA 1997
Jim Dunlap USA-R 1952
David Elder USA 2000
Matthew Emerson USA 1991
Raymond Evans USN 1964
Robert Fleming USAF-R 1960
Abbe Friend USN 1960
Peter Gallagher USA 1981
Albert Gariglietti USA 1940
Donald Gariglietti USAF 1966
William “Bill” George USAF 1966
Bob Gilmore USN 1964
Jason Gorman USANG 1987
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To have a name added please email Chris Flood at  floodc@OLLsmc.com or call 620-231-2135.

GRADUATE BRANCH OF SERVICE CLASS OF
Bill Graham USAF 1965
Alex Grimaldi USA 1943
Joseph Habjan USA 1965
Dan Hallacy USA 1966
Kenny Hallacy USANG 2003
Patrick Hallacy USA 1968
Renee (Willingham) Hamilton USAF 1983
David Herman USA 1964
Steve Herman USN 1965
Alexander Herod USAF 2018
Fr. Derek Hooper USA 2000
Michael Horgan USA 1953
Anthony Htwe USA 2014
Andrew  Johnson USA 1958
Brian Kavanagh USA 1997
Steve Kleiber USN 1971
Mariah Klenke USCG 2013
Sarah Klenke USN 2006
Tony Lemanski USA 1965
Douglas Lomshek USA  1990
Edward Lomshek KSANG 1987
Michael Manfre USAF 1953
Matthew “Lane” Maple USAF 2021
Bill Martinous USA 1965
Mark Mayerske USN 1987
Matthew Mayerske USA 1990
Patrick McNeil USAF 1960
Dan Miller USN 1965
Roger Misasi USAF 1972
Bill Mobley USN 1964
Gary Morella USN 1964
Joseph Murphy USA 1966
Walter Murphy USMC 1949
Jessica (Russell) Nicholson USN 2001
Randy Peak USA 1972
Freda (Wettstein) Peaster USA 1959
Bryan Peters  USMC 2003
John Peterson USA 1999
Kenneth Powell USMC 1960
Bill Price USN 1965
Edward Quinn USA 1953
Randy Reed USA 1965
Charles Joseph “CJ” Russell USMC 2013
James Ryan USN 1950
Jeff Scott USA 2003
Richard Shaw USA 1956
Nicholas Smith USMC 2001
Andrew Stewart USMC 2016
Mitch Tener USA 2003
Brian Usher USA 1983
Thomas Vacca USA  1994
James VanBecelaere USA 1953
Ray Vietti USA 1965
Joseph Wachter USA 1945
Matthew Webber USN 1982
Paul Webber USA 1977
Donald Wilbert USMC 1942
Howard Wilbert USA 1945
Riney Wilbert USA 1941
Robert Wilbert USA 1950
Ronald Wilbert USA 1958
Paul Willingham USAF 1988
Jeremy Wishall USA 1999
Tedgar “Ted” Yoakam USAF USN-R 1947
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ALUMNI & FRIENDS

Congratulations to Lily Brown 
for her first place win of the 
Triple Jump at 2A State Track 
and Field!

Lily jumped 37 feet and 6.75 inches.


