
e-learning Day (in lieu of emergency day) Message 

 

Multiple weather forecasts call for freezing rain beginning tomorrow morning and 
transitioning to significant snow accumulation.  Such forecasts give district officials 
increased confidence that closing our schools through Friday is the best decision aimed at 
ensuring the safety of our school community.  When an emergency school closing is 
declared, our district now has two options: use an emergency day or an e-learning day.  
While the use of an emergency day has to be “made up” at the end of the school year, an e-
learning day does not.  Use of an e-learning day, however, must be declared by 8:00p.m. on 
the evening before the e-learning day.  While neither “easy” nor pleasing to everyone, such 
decisions are made after considering the multiple perspectives of staff and parents 
regarding how to best serves students. 

For these reasons, Charleston CUSD #1 schools will utilize e-learning days tomorrow 
(February 2), Thursday (February 3), and Friday (February 4).  It is important to note that e-
learning is expected to be a different experience from the remote learning days resulting 
from pandemic-related closures in that students should have more schedule flexibility 
without the reliance on synchronous, online instruction.  Our administrative team has 
collaborated and communicated with teachers to use the K.I.S.S. principle when planning for 
student’s e-learning activities – Keep It Super Simple.  Teachers have also been preparing 
students for this scenario by ensuring that students take home whatever is needed to 
participate in and complete e-learning activities.  While e-learning activities will vary 
depending on grade level (less reliance on computer technology for our younger students, 
for example), teachers are to be readily available and responsive to students and families 
during the day.  Specific class/course activities/assignments will be communicated by 
teachers through the district’s Learning Management System or email by 9:00a.m. on the e-
learning day.  Students will have the equivalent of two school days (including the e-learning 
day) to complete the e-learning day activities and assignments. 

To learn more about how e-learning works, please refer to our district’s e-learning plan on 
our website (https://core-
docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1823159/e-
Learning_Plan_8213_.pdf). 
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