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The Cassia County Joint School District No. 151 recognizes the importance of providing options 

for students and families in the types of schools offered.  The Mini-Cassia Online Learning 

Academy (the “Academy”) was developed for students and families who desire a solid alternative 

to the in-person learning experience while maintaining a rigorous curriculum taught by Cassia 

teachers.  Students attending the Academy are expected to follow the specific policies applicable 

to the Academy set forth herein, as well as all other District policies set forth in the approved Board 

Policy Manual. 

 

The Mini-Cassia Online Learning Academy is a completely online experience, supported by 

Cassia teachers, for students in grades K-12.  Students are part of the Cassia County School District 

whose school is the Mini-Cassia Online Learning Academy.  Students will attend classes 

completely online and will follow the same learning requirements and standards as the in-

classroom experience.  Just like in the classroom, parental involvement is a key factor in the 

educational success of students. 

 

ENROLLMENT, WITHDRAWAL AND TRANSFERS 

 

Any student residing within the boundaries United States may enroll in the Academy.  Open 

enrollment is available on a case-by-case basis consistent with District Policy 632.  Like all Cassia 

County School District schools, the Mini-Cassia Online Learning Academy abides by all federal, 

state and local policies and guidelines for student admission and does not impose admission 

requirements that are inconsistent with these policies and guidelines.  These policies and guidelines 

include compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act regarding homeless 

students, including but not limited to, enrolling homeless students in a timely manner even if the 

student is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment (e.g. proof of residency or 

previous academic records), and providing those students with services comparable to services 

offered to students not experiencing homelessness.   

 

Kindergarten and First Grade Enrollment Policies 

 

Consistent with Idaho Code §33-201 and District policy, unless the student is eligible for special 

education, a student must be five (5) years of age on or before September 1 to enroll in 

kindergarten.  A student must be six (6) years of age on or before September 1 in order to enroll 

in first grade, with the exception that a 5-year old who has completed or attended 450 hours of 

kindergarten in a private school or out of state public school may also enroll in first grade. 

 

Enrollment After the Start of the School Year 

 

Students may enroll after the start of the school year, provided that there is space available in the 

school at the time of application.  Families should contact the enrollment team for details on the 

school’s enrollment capacity at the given time of application or inquiry.  Families enrolling after 

the start of the school year or semester are subject to all the same enrollment requirements as 

families that enroll prior to the start of the school year.  Enrollment may be closed before the end 

of the school year at the discretion of the school. 
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Students who are dependents of members of the United States armed forces who have received 

transfer orders to a location in Idaho may be able to enroll without proof of residency. 

 

Enrollment 

 

Pursuant to Idaho Code §33-203 and District policy, students attending Mini-Cassia Online 

Learning Academy may enroll in another public school, including a public charter school, for dual 

enrollment purposes.  Dual enrollment in the Academy and traditional in-person schools within 

the District for purposes of academic classes is not permitted.  However, students interested in 

participating in extracurricular activities and athletics may participate in such activities through 

their home school (i.e., the traditional school in whose attendance boundaries the student resides). 

 

Denial of Enrollment 

 

Consistent with Idaho Code §33-205 and District policy, the Academy may deny enrollment and 

attendance to any student who has been expelled from a public school district within the state of 

Idaho or any other state.  In addition, the Academy will follow the process of denying enrollment 

for students who are habitually truant as is allowable by Idaho Code §33-205. 

 

Withdrawal from School 

 

Students may withdraw from the Academy to attend a traditional, in-person school within the 

District only at semester.  Students may withdraw from the Academy to attend another public or 

private school at any time. 

 

Transfer 

 

Consistent with Idaho law and District policy, the Academy is required to request the records of a 

transfer student from the former school within fourteen (14) days of the student’s enrollment.  The 

Academy’s enrollment date is the student’s first day of school as indicated by the student’s “school 

enrollment date.” 

 

According to Idaho law, the parent/guardian of a student transferring from out-of-state to the 

Academy is required, if requested, to furnish the school accurate copies of the student’s school 

records, including records containing information concerning violent or disruptive behavior or 

disciplinary action involving the student.  This information will be contained in a sealed envelope, 

marked to indicate the confidential nature of the contents, addressed to the principal or other 

administrative officer of the school.  Failure of the parent/guardian to furnish the required records, 

or failure to request of the administration of the previous school to provide the required records, 

will constitute adequate grounds to deny enrollment to the transferring student or to suspend or 

expel the student if already enrolled. 

 

The Academy shall comply within ten (10) days of receipt of a records request from the student’s 

new school and will forward a copy of a transferred student’s record. 
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If any student record has been “flagged” as provided in Idaho Code §18-4511, relating to missing 

and runaway children, the copy of records will not be forwarded to the new school.  In addition, 

when a “flagged” record is requested, the Academy is required to notify law enforcement of the 

request for the “flagged” record.  Upon notification by law enforcement of the returned child, the 

Academy can remove the “flag” from the record. 

  

ATTENDANCE AND TRUANCY 

 

Students attending the Academy have no physical classroom but still must meet all statutory 

requirements for attending public schools as set forth in Idaho law.  Parents/guardians and students 

are jointly responsible for ensuring that students meet the school’s attendance requirements, and 

that the student’s attendance is properly documented as required herein.  School authorities are 

responsible for enforcing attendance requirements.  Students not attending school as mandated by 

law will be considered truant as defined in Board Policy 522. 

 

For purposes of Idaho Code §33-5208(10)(a) funding calculations, the Academy shall utilize a 

percentage of coursework completed, up to the maximum of one (1) full-time equivalent student, 

in State reporting calculations.  The Academy reserves the right under Idaho Code §33-5208(10)(a) 

to utilize actual hours of attendance in our public virtual school on a flexible schedule, up to the 

maximum of one (1) full-time equivalent student when this calculation is more advantageous to 

the Academy.   

 

Parents/guardians should review student attendance in the District’s education management 

system (PowerSchool) on a daily basis, and the school verifies that the attendance records are 

accurate.  Attendance records are a reflection of the amount of coursework (completion of lessons 

and assessments) a student completes on a weekly basis. 

 

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION AND ROLES 

 

Parents/Guardians 

 

Parents/guardians will play a significant role in their child’s education and success at the Academy.  

For example, parents/guardians are expected to assist their student in recording attendance, 

reviewing lessons, providing supervision, and communicating with teachers.  Parents/guardians 

also have full and final decision-making responsibility for their child’s education and therefore 

should be available in a timely manner to the school staff as needed for discussions related to the 

student’s educational and other school-related needs. 

 

Students 

 

Online school is a different model of learning and requires students to take age-appropriate 

individual responsibility for their own learning.  Students attending the Academy are expected to 

apply themselves to their studies in a focused and serious manner, work hard, engage in lessons 

and activities, ask questions, improve areas of academic weakness and capitalize on individual 

strengths.  Students are expected at all times to complete their own work. 
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School Principal 

 

The Principal is responsible for the administration of the Academy and ensuring students are 

provided with the support and assistance they need. 

 

Teachers 

 

Teachers are the primary contact for students and parents/guardians.  Teachers are responsible for 

handling the following instructional issues: 

 

 Providing timely and relevant feedback on student work including grading and updating 

progress reports; 

 Facilitating instruction using research-based strategies and resources to address skill gaps 

with a particular assessment or concept; 

 Managing the course scope, pacing and sequence to ensure a student’s academic success; 

 Personalizing the curriculum, including modifying lessons and assessments, where 

necessary; 

 Proctoring state and/or federally mandated tests. 

 

School Counselors 

 

School counselors assist students and parents/guardians with course selection, student transfers, 

graduation requirements, college and career planning, interpersonal counseling, course placement 

changes as needed, and general academic guidance.  The school counselor is available to assist 

with high school credit or college/career questions or to help with post-high school plans including 

career, college/university, the military or the workforce.  Due to the nature of the Academy as an 

online school, most counseling will occur virtually through email or the Academy’s electronic 

communication platform, such as PowerSchool.  Students may request in-person counseling, 

which will be available during regular school hours provided that no local, state or federal health 

or emergency declarations prevent such in-person counseling. 

 

ASSESSMENT, GRADING AND GRADUATION 

 

In compliance with Idaho and federal law, the District is required to administer state standardized 

tests to students in specific grades or courses.  Students attending the Academy will participate in 

these assessments. 

 

The Academy uses Edmentum™ online learning platform to provide a high-quality curriculum for 

students.  Similar to grading and assessment in traditional brick and mortar schools within the 

District, students attending the Academy will be evaluated using various types of informal and 

formal assessments, including but not limited to:  quizzes, discussion questions, and final exams.  

Grades will be based on results of these assessments in accordance with District Policy.  Grades 

may also be based on participation, depending on the age of the students and course.  Progress 

reports may be provided during certain time periods (e.g. end of first quarter), which may include 

teacher feedback and comments. 
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Graduation and Diploma Requirements 

 

Graduating seniors must meet all of the graduation requirements as set forth in Idaho law and 

District Policy 610. 

 

SERVICES FOR SPECIAL POPULATIONS 

 

Individuals with Disabilities Education (IDEA): Eligible Students 

 

All school age students with disabling conditions, ages five (5) through the semester the student 

turns twenty-one (21), will be provided a free appropriate public education, which includes the 

variety of programs and services available to non-disabled students, in accordance with the IDEA.  

The Academy, consistent with the IDEA, the Idaho Special Education Manual, and District policy, 

will provide identification, evaluation, placement, and service activities for eligible students.  

Written IEPs shall be developed for each eligible student placed in special education.  

 

At the time of enrollment, parents/guardians who indicate their students have special needs are 

asked to submit a copy of the student’s most recent Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  It is 

important that the IEP is current and complete, and that any educational assessments and 

evaluation reports that support the IEP are also submitted. 

 

According to their IEPs, some students qualify to receive special education and related services.  

Due to the virtual nature of the Academy, the services are typically provided virtually over the 

Internet with real-time conferencing software.  The IEP team ensures the service is provided in 

compliance with the IEP.  The team locates and secures the provider and handles all contracting 

and financial issues. 

 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973:  Eligible Students 

 

The Academy, consistent with Section 504 and District policy, will identify and evaluate students 

in need of special services or programs in order that such students may receive the required free 

appropriate public education.  No child will be excluded from any educational program or be 

subject to discrimination because he/she is an individual with a disability, as the term is defined in 

Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Protected individuals include any 

person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of such 

person’s major life activities, has a record of such impairment, or is regarded as having such 

impairment.  Should any complaint or grievance arise that in any manner is associate with Section 

504, whether by an adult or minor child, the District’s 504 Coordinator shall be notified and, as 

appropriate, engage in an investigation or aid in resolution of such dispute. 

 

Parents/guardians of students with Section 504 plans seeking to enroll in the Academy are asked 

to submit a copy of the Section 504 plan during the enrollment and academic placement process.  

When a student enters the school with a Section 504 plan developed by a prior school, the Academy 

will review the plan and supporting documentation and comply with Section 504. 
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According to their Section 504 plans, some students qualify for accommodation and modifications 

to their educational program.  Due to the virtual nature of the Academy, the services are typically 

provided virtually over the Internet with real-time conferencing software.  The 504 Coordinator 

ensures the service is provided in compliance with the student’s Section 504 plan. 

 

Federal law requires the Academy to provide its students, regardless of disability, with an equal 

opportunity to participate in and benefit from the school’s education program.  The Academy is 

committed to providing its students with equal access to its education program.  The Academy 

provides students with accessibility through resources tailored to each student’s individual abilities 

and needs, including assistive technologies and individualized support. 

 

English Learners (EL) 

 

Federal and state law and regulations require that schools determine students’ primary or home 

language and take appropriate action to overcome language barriers that impede equal by 

participation by students in their instructional programs.  The Academy will follow District policy 

related to the identification, assessment, instruction and exit of EL students. 

 

Gifted Students 

 

Students may be identified as gifted during a student’s initial placement process or after the student 

has been enrolled.  Students are identified as gifted based on past performance and additional 

evidence as requested by the school’s gifted program staff.  Course placement and 

recommendation is completed through consultation between the Academy and parents/guardians. 

 

STUDENT CONDUCT 

 

Bullying, Harassment and Hazing 

 

The Academy follows District policy regarding any form of bullying/cyber-bullying, harassment, 

hazing, or any other similarly destructive behaviors toward any member of the school community, 

by any member of the school community, in any school environment, or at any school activity.  

Any person who believes he/she has been subjected to inappropriate behavior should immediately 

contact the Academy principal at [phone number].  As used herein, the “school community” 

includes teachers, students, parents/guardians, staff, volunteers and school vendors. 

 

Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco-Free School 

 

The Academy follows District policy regarding use of drugs, alcohol and tobacco.  The use of 

controlled substances, alcohol, and/or tobacco, including e-cigarettes and vaping devices, is 

prohibited at all face-to-face school events and activities, such as but not limited to field trips, 

testing and graduation ceremonies.  It shall also be a violation of this policy for any member of the 

school community to sell or distribute, or attempt to sell or distribute, tobacco products; e-

cigarettes; drugs or drug paraphernalia; illegal, dangerous or controlled substances, or any 

substances purported to be such, while on school property or at school events or activities.  



Mini Cassia Online Learning Academy Policies—continued Page 7 of 9 

  
 

 

SECTION 600: INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS © 2020 Holinka Law, P.C. 
D08/04/20 

Students who fail to comply with this drug-free, alcohol-free, and tobacco-free policy will be 

subject to disciplinary action in accordance with District Policy 551. 

 

Academic Honesty 

 

The Academy regards academic honesty as key to its mission and essential in the virtual 

environment.  Students in all grade levels (K-12) and their parents/guardians are expected to abide 

by District honor codes addressing academic honesty at all times during the school year.  Any form 

of academic dishonesty will subject a student to disciplinary action as set forth in applicable 

District policy.  The following principles are critical to maintaining academic honesty: 

 

 Students must not submit work of any kind that is not their own; 

 Students must not plagiarize in any work submitted; 

 Students must not solicit answers or post assessments, assignments, answers to assessments 

or assignments, or any curricular materials on any media including social media or social 

sharing websites that can be seen by other students or third parties, unless specifically 

instructed to do so as part of the curriculum; 

 Students must not give or receive unauthorized assistance on assessments; 

 Parents/guardians must not give assistance on assessments; 

 Students and parents/guardians must not present any forged document or signature to the 

school. 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

As a virtual school, the Academy requires the use of technology to promote and support student 

learning.  All school participants, including students, parents/guardians, and staff, will use [identify 

platform(s), e.g. Google Classroom, Microsoft Teams, etc.] and the Internet to communicate and 

share information.  In addition, the student and parents/guardians must be reachable by phone for 

required communications with teachers and other school staff. 

 

In some cases, the Academy may provide hardware and software to students for use during the 

school year to allow students to complete assignments and communicate with teachers and staff.  

Any student provided with such equipment will be required to sign the District’s Computer and 

Network Service User Agreement, as described in Policy 698.  If the Academy does not provide 

equipment, families may use a personal computer, a computer in a public institution (e.g. a public 

library), or any other computer as long as the equipment used permits the student and 

parents/guardians to have access for a period of time adequate for completing the required lessons 

each day and throughout the year.  Due to certain licensing restrictions, some software provided 

with school-issued equipment may not be available for use on personal computers. 

 

Internet Safety Policy 

 

It is the policy of the District and the Academy to: 
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 Prevent user access over its computer network to, or transmission of inappropriate material 

via Internet, electronic mail, or other forms of direct electronic communications; 

 Prevent unauthorized access to and other unlawful online activity related to inappropriate 

material via the Internet; 

 Prevent unauthorized online disclosure, use, or dissemination of personally identifiable 

information; 

 Comply with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (“CIPA”). 

 

To the extent practical, technology protection measures (e.g., Internet filters) shall be made 

available for all computers accessible by students and placed on the computers located at any 

school site locations.  As required by CIPA, this blocking technology is applied to visual depictions 

of material deemed obscene, child pornography, or any other material deemed to be harmful to 

minors.  Technology protection measures may be disabled for adults or, in the case of minors, 

minimized only for bona fide research or other lawful purposes. 

 

To the extent practical, the Academy takes steps to promote the safety and security of users of its 

Internet when using electronic mail, chat rooms, instant messaging, and any other form of direct 

electronic communications.  Specifically, as required by CIPA, prevention of inappropriate 

network usage includes:  (i) unauthorized access, including so-called “hacking” and other unlawful 

activities; and (ii) unauthorized disclosure, use and dissemination of personal identification 

information regarding minors.  To the extent practical, the Academy, through its handbooks, 

applicable terms of use, and its staff, is committed to educating, supervising, and monitoring the 

appropriate usage of District-owned or operated technology systems or programs, and Internet in 

accordance with this policy, CIPA, the Neighborhood Children’s Internet Protection Act, and the 

Protecting Children in the 21st Century Act. 

 

Technical Support 

 

Students with questions or concerns about Academy-issued equipment and software may contact 

the Academy technical support: 

Rodney Lind 

3650 Overland Avenue 

Burley, Idaho 83318 

linrodne@cassiaschools.org 

 

The technical support team is available during the school’s calendar year from 8:00 am to 4:00 

pm, Mountain Time, Monday through Friday.  Voicemail messages can be left for the technical 

support team and will be returned in the order received.  Reasons for contacting student technical 

support include, but are not limited to: 

 

 Inability to log in to programs such as PowerSchool; 

 Equipment, software, or materials provided by the Academy do not function or have been 

damaged or lost; 

 A request needs to be made to authorize the installation of hardware or software on 

equipment supplied by the Academy; 
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 More information is needed about obtaining an Internet service provider (ISP) or assistance 

is needed with creating ISP accounts for providers preinstalled on school equipment. 

 

When contacting student technical support, students should clearly describe the issue and provide 

specific contact information for a member of the technical support team to respond. 

 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

 

LEGAL REFERENCE: 

Idaho Code §33-133 – Idaho Student Data Accessibility, Transparency and Accountability 

Act of 2014 

Idaho Code §33-1619 – Virtual Education Programs 

Idaho Code §33-5202A(11) – Definition of “Virtual School” 

Idaho Code §33-5208(10) – Funding for Virtual Schools 

Idaho Special Education Manual 

Idaho State Department of Education Mini-Manuals on EL Students 

20 U.S.C. §1232g – Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 

47 U.S.C. §254 – Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) 

    

ADOPTED: August 20, 2020 

 

 

 


