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Watkins Glen Central School District

I hope this letter finds you happy, healthy and ener-
gized for the new year. We at WGCSD are excited for 

a new and better normal in 2022.
 I would like to take this opportunity to address a 
topic that was brought up during the summer lead-
ing up to the 2020-21 school year. As you will recall, 
this was the season that we were introduced to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and all of its protocols. It was a 
year that brought many challenging political conver-
sations to the forefront of the American political land-
scape. In the world of high-profile professional sports, 
several nicknames and mascots were questioned and 
changed. Leading the charge was the Washington 
Football Team, which abandoned its long-standing 
Native American nickname, mascot and imagery. As 
a result, the Watkins Glen Board of Education tackled 
the topic of our District’s mascot, name and imagery. 
The Board discussed the topic during a few summer 
meetings. However, as the reopening of school drew 
near, this topic waned as hybrid and remote learning 
took center stage. 
 As the summer of 2020 ended, in a Star Gazette 
article titled, “Seneca Nation Says Schools Should 
Stop Using Native American Mascots,” Seneca Nation 
spokesman Joe Stahlman stated, the “Seneca Nation 
views the use of Native American names, references 
and imagery for the logos and mascots of schools 
and their sports teams as blatantly offensive to the 
Seneca Nation and has no place in a multicultural 
society that values diversity.” He went on to state, “It 
is not an ‘honor,’ as many schools and teams assert, to 
be inaccurately portrayed by caricatures and refer-
ences that have no connection to our history or our 
living cultures.” Though we knew this was a critical is-
sue, the pandemic and student and staff health were 
at the forefront of all conversations. 
 In the article, Mr. Stahlman went on to specifically 
address the use of the name Seneca/Senecas by say-
ing, “I think it is safe to say that Seneca Nation does 
not have an issue with the use of Seneca. It is how it is 
used. This is why football and sports are problematic. 
Sports culture has a tendency to rebrand words and 
other terminology to fit into their subculture. As a 

result, we have sensitive concerns like the dehuman-
izing of First Peoples through the use of sport names, 
symbols, mascots and nicknames.”
 As our current school year evolved, though still 
under pandemic protocols, the Board felt it was time 
to revisit the topic of our District’s name, image and 
mascot. At the regular meeting of the Board of Educa-
tion on Monday, November 1, 2021, the Board of Edu-
cation provided the District with the direction need-
ed to move forward. With that said, our name will 
remain the “Watkins Glen Senecas”.  However, Native 
American imagery, such as but not limited to Native 
American human likenesses, arrows, hatchets, spears, 
and feathers, will no longer be used on any material 
representing the Watkins Glen Central School District. 
This will be a lengthy process. Nevertheless, we will 
work toward removing concerning imagery as we buy 
new uniforms, publish documents and design capital 
improvement projects. In addition, the Board of Edu-
cation has made a commitment to working with the 
Odessa-Montour Central School District to address 
and change the name/mascot/image of our joint 
sports programs, which is currently Seneca Indians. 
 Regarding our next steps, the District will shift its 
imagery to our unique geography. We will focus on 
Seneca Lake, which remains a historic and important 
part of our school community. We will seek input 
from students and the Board of Education to ensure 
that our name and image is reflective of our District’s 
vision, mission and values, and our policy on diversity, 
equity and inclusion. 
 Again, I wish you a happy and healthy new year! 
Please be on the lookout for my weekly community 
updates. As always, we appreciate your support and 
cooperation.  
 Go Senecas! 

Sincerely,

Kai D’Alleva
Superintendent
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Red Ribbon Week winners 

Red Ribbon Week has taken place nationwide every 
October 23-31 since 1988. The theme this year, 

“Drug Free Looks Like Me,” was a reminder that every 
day, Americans across the country make significant 
daily contributions to their communities by being the 
best they can be because they live drug-free.

To celebrate, the Council on Alcoholism & Addic-
tions of the Finger Lakes holds an annual Red Ribbon 
Week Contest for grades 6-12 in every school of the 
five counties it serves: Schuyler, Yates, Seneca, Ontar-
io and Wayne. Prize winners are drawn from a pool of 
students who answered all quiz questions correctly.

Schuyler County had five prize winners this year, 
all from Watkins Glen Central School District:

First Place: Kay Davis (10th grade), winner of a 
Lenovo laptop.

Third Place: Trinity DePree (7th grade), Juliet      
Asperschlager (7th grade), Ethan VanSkiver (7th 
grade) and Isabelle Rice (10th grade), winners of 
J-Lab wireless headphones.

Congratulations to our prize winners! 

Calendar updates
January 
3 Winter 2 modified sports season begins
14 PSAT for 8th graders
17 No school – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
31 No school for students – Conference Day

February 
12 Elementary School Dance – Ties and Tiaras,  
 6-8 p.m.
21-25 No school – Midwinter Recess

Holland wins Stephens Award 

Congratulations to Cameron Holland, winner of the 
Joel Stephens 5 C Award. This award was created 

for an outstanding young athlete who exemplifies 
the characteristics of Joel, which were Courage, Com-
passion, Commitment, 
Character and Christian-
ity. Joel was one of our 
region’s most outstanding 
athletes in football, wres-
tling and baseball. He was 
drafted out of high school 
to play for the Baltimore 
Orioles, but tragically 
passed before his time at 
the age of 22. This award 
is given each year to select 
students in our region who exemplify these traits. We 
are pleased that one of our own student athletes has 
been identified as a young gentleman who carries on 
the characteristics of Joel Stephens.

(L-R) Ethan VanSkiver, Juliet Asperschlager, Gretchen Silliman from 
the Council on Alcoholism & Addictions of the Finger Lakes, Trinity 
DePree, Kay Davis and WGHS health teacher, Ms. Margaret 
Swinnerton.

Jones inducted into WG 
Powerlifting Hall of Fame 

Travon Jones was inducted into the WG Powerlift-
ing Hall of Fame on December 3. He was selected 

based on his dedication to weight training and his 
integrity. He also set and has broken many state and 
national records in seventh and eighth grade, and 
in 2018 he set a bench press world record for the 
World Natural Powerlifting Federation for his age 
and weight. In describing Travon’s character and 
skills, Coach Diliberto says, “The way that he has per-
formed through the years will propel him to success, 
now and when he graduates from WG.”

(L-R) HS Principal Kyle Colunio, Varsity Football Coach 
and PE teacher Trevor Holland, Travon Jones and 
Strength and Conditioning Coach Ralph Diliberto. 
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Welcome to WGCSD 
Daniel MacLean, Grade 5 Special Education 
Teacher
Education – BAS Philosophy 
& Psychology from Guilford 
College; MSED from Elmira 
College; Master’s of Urban 
Inclusive Special Education 
from Syracuse University
Prior Work Experience – 
Entering year 23 and delighted 
to be with the primary grades 
again
Why did you choose to work 
for Watkins Glen Central School District? Watkins 
Glen has an outstanding reputation as a place to 
work and an environment for students to learn and 
grow! 

NYSPHSAA Scholar Athletes 

Congratulations to the following Varsity athletes, 
who made the list of NYSPHSAA Scholar Athletes 

for Fall 2021! To qualify, an athlete must have a 90 
percent average, or an A average.
Odessa-Montour Athletes indicated with (OM)

Varsity Cross Country - Nicholas Bonsignore, 
Johnny VanScoyk
Varsity Volleyball - Ava Barber, Kendall Gascon, 
Madelynn Jones, Sarah Jones, Sierra Morris, Jade 
Scaptura, Colby Thurston, Melanie Wysocki
Varsity Girls Soccer - Carly Arnold, Jennifer Gublo, 
Sasha Honrath, Skye Honrath, Olivia King, Molly 
O’Donnell-Campbell, Brenna Pierce, Katrina Ricca, 
Maisie Robertson, Julia Spahalski, Madison Tuttle, 
Rachel Vickio
Varsity Boys Soccer – Gavin Bond, Liam Smith
Varsity Football - Braiden Cannon (OM), Daniel 
Ely, Thomas Field, Otto Hohle, Cameron Holland, 
Alexander Holmes, Adam Pastore, Owen Scholtisek, 
Thomas Snow, Shea Young
Girls Varsity Swimming and Diving - Annaleise 
Beckley (OM), Riley Brooks (OM), Sydney Brubaker, 
Malina Butler, Kendra Fish, Alannah Klemann, 
Aubrey Klemann, Isabella La Face, Clarice Lewis, 
Thalia Marquez, Emily Melveney, Faye Mooney, Cara 
Reynolds (OM)

Chedzoy shares West Point 
experience with students 

On Tuesday, November 23, we welcomed United 
States Military Academy West Point Cadet Joe 

Chedzoy back to WGHS to speak to our students in 
grades 7 through 12. Cadet Chedzoy spoke on the 

advantages of attending the Military Academy. He 
discussed what it took to get into the Academy and 
what it takes to sustain success while enrolled as a 
cadet. A 2019 graduate of WGHS, Joe was a standout 
in the classroom and on the athletic field. But most 
of all, he stood out as a human being and student 
leader. He spoke with students about perseverance 
and making the most of the high school experience. 
He referenced character frequently. Most notably, he 
told our students that “character is a muscle that you 
can grow.” The Watkins Glen Central School District 
thanks Cadet Chedzoy for his service and the time 
that he spent with us in November.

Students prepare for concert 

Students put in a lot of rehearsal time to prepare for the Holiday 
Concert that was held on December 14. Thanks to everyone who 
joined us for a night of holiday music.
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Emergency school closing info 

When weather or snow conditions cause emer-
gency closings of our schools, the following 

radio and television stations will make an announce-
ment during their regular programs in the morning: 
WNKI, WPGI, WNGZ, WENY, WFLR, WGMM, WENY-TV 
36, WETM-TV 18 and WTVH-TV 5.

You also can check the 
district website at www.
wgcsd.org for updates on 
closings and delays.

Generally, the decision to 
close schools for emergency 
reasons will be made prior to 
6:30 AM. If you do not hear 
a radio announcement of closing, please do not call 
the school or school officials.

The district will use an automated system to no-
tify families through various social media platforms, 
while also calling and texting families directly.

4th Annual Digital 
Citizenship Poster Art 

Contest 2021-2022
Deadline for entries: February 28, 2022

This year, the theme for the contest is:

The ISTE Five Competencies of Digital 
Citizenship:

1. Being Inclusive:
I am open to hearing and respectfully 
recognizing multiple viewpoints, and I engage 
with others online with respect and empathy.

2. Being Informed:
I evaluate the accuracy, perspective and validity 
of digital media and social posts.

3. Being Engaged:
I use technology and digital channels for 
civic engagement, to solve problems and be 
a force for good in both physical and virtual 
communities.

4. Being Balanced:
I make informed decisions about how to 
prioritize my time and activities online and off.

5. Being Alert:
I am aware of my online actions and know how 
to be safe and create safe spaces for others 
online and off.

For more information visit:
http://www.gstric.org/digital-citizenship/
contest/index.cfm

Christopher Simiele, Grade 8

Joseph 
Hager, 
Grade 1


