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Health Update  
For the week ending January 28, 2022, our COVID-19 confirmed positives were as follows: Locust 
Elementary -nine (9), Grant Intermediate-two (2), MCMS—one (1).  Per usual procedures, the IDPH 
guidelines were followed for quarantine and exclusions.  We will continue to monitor the IDPH’s 
Guidelines for changes in our current practices.   
 
5Essential Survey 
Every other year, the state of Illinois requires schools to allow parents to participate in the 5Essential 
Survey.  The 5Essentials Survey identifies five indicators that lead to improved outcomes for all students, 
including improved attendance and larger test score gains. 
Research derived from the 5Essentials for School Success has proven that schools strong on at least three 
of the 5Essentials are 10 times more likely to improve student outcomes.  Parents should complete a 
survey for each student attendance center.   The link to the survey is the message box of this email or 
listed here.  This is the link to take the survey:   http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/  
 
Kindergarten Registration 
Our kindergarten registration is Wednesday, February 9, 2022 at Locust School from 10:00 am – 7:00 pm.  
Your child must be five (5) years old on or before September 1, 2022.  Please bring a copy of the child’s 
birth certificate as well as two (2) items that verify residency.  If you have any questions, please call the 
Locust School Office at 815-568-7632.    
 
Leopard Fun Run 
The Leopard Fun Run kicks off next week!  This program/fundraiser teaches valuable character traits and 
helps raise funds for cePTA.  Leading up to the Fun Run, students will be able to get donations from family 
and friends for every lap they run or a “flat” donation.  For information, please call Locust School Office at 
815-568-7632.  This is a great way to support kids and cePTA.    
 
Fun Facts about February 

 February is the most misspelled words in the English language 
 February is the only month where it is possible to go the entire time without a full moon 
 February, March, and November always start on the same day of the week unless it is a leap year. 
 February fluctuates between having 28 and 29 days per year. The 29th day only occurs every 4 

years during leap years. 
 Over time, the length of February kept changing. At one point, it had as little as 23 days. 
 Finally, Groundhog Day is a popular North American tradition observed in the United States and 

Canada on February 2. It derives from the Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if a groundhog 
emerging from its burrow on this day sees its shadow due to clear weather, it will retreat to its 
den and winter will persist for six more weeks – if it does not see its shadow because of 
cloudiness, spring will arrive early.      

(justfacts.com) 
 
Only 51 days till the first day of Spring! 
 
Dr. Lea Damisch, Superintendent of Schools 


