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For more information about Istation, please  

visit:   

https://www.istation.com/idaho 

 

For more information about the IRI, please vis-

it:   

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/ 

 

For a quick YouTube video about Istation: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

For more information contact  
Heidi Arrate at  

harrate@sde.idaho.gov  or 208-332-6909    

Idaho State Department of Education 
650 West State Street 
Boise, ID 83720-0027 

 

 
Definitions:   

Phonemic Awareness-when students un-

derstand how to form sounds and form sylla-

bles together to create words. 

 

Alphabetic Decoding-when a student can 

identify nonsense words, and letters represent 

sounds. 

 

Connected Text Fluency-a type of fluency 

test that allows students to pick a word that 

best fits the passage.  This is used to test speed 

and accuracy of reading. 

Ability Score 

Scale scores and  skill level 

scores can be provided for each 

subtest.   

https://www.istation.com/idaho
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7jHwslTf50


 

What does my child’s 
score mean? 

Your student’s score report for 
the 2018 Idaho Reading Indicator 

(IRI) provides your family with useful infor-
mation, including:  How your student 

scored on beginning-of-the-year screener, 
early diagnostics on reading skills such as:  

vocabulary, spelling, phonics, letter 
knowledge depending on grade and skill 

level.   This brochure provides you with in-
formation about the new early literacy as-

sessment for the State of Idaho. 

Benchmark/Tier 1 (At Grade Level): The stu-
dent has  the foundational reading skills appro-

priate for his/her grade level.  This student 
should access regular grade level content and 
instruction.  The student should be monitored 

to ensure adequate progress is sustained. 

 

Strategic/Tier 2 (Near Benchmark) The stu-
dent has some foundational reading skills ap-
propriate for his/her grade level.  This student 
requires strategic support in specific skills.  The 
student should be regularly monitored and in-
terventions should be provided to ensure the 

student makes adequate progress.   

 

Intensive/ Tier 3 (Below Benchmark): The 
student lacks the foundational reading skills 
appropriate for his/her grade level.  This stu-

dent requires targeted support in multiple skills. 
The student should be routinely monitored and 

interventions should be provided with in-
creased intensity and duration to ensure the 

student makes adequate progress.  

 

 

Dear Parents or Guardians, 

The Idaho State Department of Ed-

ucation (SDE) has released the 

NEW Idaho Reading Indicator, 

provided by Istation. The ISIP ER™ 

is a web-based assessment that is 

engaging for students and provides 

teachers with immediate and ac-

tionable data about a student’s 

reading skills.  The New IRI is de-

signed to measure students in the 

State of Idaho in early reading 

skills.   It is our honor at the State 

Department of Education to sup-

port your child’s teacher and par-

ents to ensure reading success for 

all students.    

Your child’s teacher and school are 

the best resources for specific in-

formation relating to your child’s 

academic success.  

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

What is the NEW IRI?  

Istation’s Indicator of Progress (ISIP™ ER) 

Early Reading assessment measures the five 

foundational reading skills: letter knowledge, 

phonemic awareness, vocabulary, comprehen-

sion and fluency, with age and developmen-

tally appropriate activities for students in 

kindergarten through third grade.  This as-

sessment gives a comprehensive picture of a 

student’s early literacy skills. 

 

 

What supports are  available to Eng-

lish language learner  students?   

Yes, all students will take the early literacy 

assessment in English.  However, instructions 

are available in Spanish.  For extra accommo-

dations, please check with your child’s teach-

er.   

 

Are students with disabilities tested? 

Yes, students who require accommodations 

can usually take this assessment.  However, 

we are currently working on accommodated 

forms that will address students with visual 

and hearing disabilities as well as students 

with severe cognitive disabilities, whereas 

this assessment may not be appropriate.   
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