
January 31, 2022

Dear Morris Grade School Families,

Wearing Masks at School: We are sending this to let you know that we are aware that
there is a statewide social media push by some to send students to school tomorrow
without masks.  We understand that there are strong feelings on both sides of this issue.

We also know that last week oral arguments were heard in a class action lawsuit in
Sangamon County regarding wearing face masks in school.  As of now the judge has not
made a ruling in that lawsuit.  It is also our understanding that once a ruling takes place,
an appeal will be filed.  We are staying informed regarding the latest information and we
will keep you informed if anything changes in reference to the guidance that we are
following.

Since there has been no formal change at this time, Morris Grade School is continuing to
follow the current guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois
State Board of Education.  Students and staff are required to wear masks when in the
school unless they are taking a mask break or unless they are eating or drinking.
Students that do not wear a mask will not be allowed to go to or remain in class and will be
subject to consequences for not following school rules.

Student Drop-Off: We continue to have parents not following the protocol for our Car
Drop-Off Lane. Administration and our School Resource Officer (when available) will be in
the back of the school monitoring and assuring the rules are followed and assure the
safety of our students. I would also ask that K-5 parents not enter the car rider lane until
8:05 am to help alleviate traffic during the Jr High Drop Off times. If drop off continues to
be an issue, our next steps would be to make the back of the school one lane of traffic and
thus slow down the process for all families. When everyone follows the expectations, I do
believe that is the most effective way to get our students dropped off and picked up in the
car lane. Thank you to the many parents who are following the rules and expectations.

Winter Storm Watch: We will be keeping our eye on the weather this week.  It is possible
that we may have an e-learning day depending on the severity of the storm.  We will be
sending out a reminder for student requirements if we need to have an E-Learning day.

Sincerely,

Dave Raffel
District Principal


