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        The Dog Caller 

The Teenage Mind 

By Nathan Maner 
 
The mind of a teen can be very crazy. Boys and girls 
both can be happy one moment and sad the next.  
Either way, it happens to most of us when we hit the 
teen life. Life has moments where it’s great and fun. 
Then there are times when you think the world is against 
you when really everyone is just trying to help you. 
That's what's so crazy about the mind of a teen...it can 
be open to many things. Use this to your benefit.  A lot 
of people use sports, cheer, or other hobbies to help get 
through the tough high school years, but the best thing 
you can do is surround yourself with good friends so that 
you can all be there for each other.  

Senioritis 
By Jaryn Restine 
 
Senioritis is a real thing. In fact, I’m currently turning this article in late. 
It’s your last year of school, and the pressure to work hard and make 
good grades is definitely there. Being older means more responsibilities, 
like getting a job and figuring out how to manage your time. This is 
something that I struggle with, which leads me to completely forget 
about assignments because I’m too busy stressing about my act or 
when my next college exam is. Figuring out how to manage your time 
and stay focused is crucial to senior year. You get caught up in your 
work so easily it’s hard to take a break to make memories and enjoy 
your last year of school. You can never get this time back. Don’t push 
yourself too hard. It’s your last year to be a kid. Slow down and enjoy it. 
 

Frida Kahlo 

By Julie Knobelsdorff 
 
On September 17, 1925, Frida was in a serious bus accident which left her with a broken 
spine, broken collarbone, broken ribs, a broken pelvis and 11 fractures on her right leg. Her 
right foot was dislocated and her shoulder was out of socket. A handrail on the bus went 
through her hip and it injured her pelvis. After the accident, she spent a month in the hospital 
and two months recovering at home. Also when Frida was a kid, she had gotten polio which is 
a life threatening virus that can spread from person to person.She was also religious in her 
heritage and had a unique style with Mexican dresses and lots of colors of clothes. She made 
unique pieces of clothes for her injuries. She expressed her art through her disability.  After 
the accident, she resorted to art to survive. She couldn’t do much right after she got injured, 
but she chose to paint. Portraits and self portraits is what she was   famous for. She was real-
ly good at painting and her paintings are worth millions of dollars to this day. One of her paint-
ings today is worth $15 million dollars.  

Photo courtesy The New Yorker 

Senior Ryan Rogers is right in the middle of a case of  
senioritis.  Photo courtesy Jayleigh Featherston 

 

Spiro High School Top 20  

1. Dru Gilliam 
2. Landry Gist 
3. Sadie Bridges 
4. Jared Huff 
5. Tyler Locke 
6. Ashlyn Perry 
7. Taryn Ridenour 
8. Haley Wolff 
9. Kaitlyn Smith 
10. Lydia Logston 

11. Braxton Peterson 
12. Tiffani Story 
13. Kearstin Burch 
14. Lily Blankenship 
15. Leticia Martinez 
16. Caitlin Woods 
17. Jaryn Restin 
18. Matthias Watts 
19. Spence Ainsworth 
20. Blanca Gricell 
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Why Do Dogs Have Tails 

By Alyssa Cogburn 
 
Why do dogs have tails? Doesn´t it seem like they just are in the way? They 
are always hitting things and knocking them over. Well, dogs have tails for 
many reasons. They help to stablize the dog just like humans have toes to 
stablize them while walking. They also help to show emotion. Think about it. 
Dogs do not have the ability to talk, so when they are anxious, happy, sad, 
scared, etc. they use their tails to show how they are feeling. When a dog 
wags its tail, it doesn´t always mean the dog is happy. When a pup is just born 
it doesn´t understand what wagging its tail even means, much like a newborn 
baby doesn´t know how to talk. Once dogs become around a month old, they 
start learning how to communicate with their mother and siblings by using its 
tail to tell its littermates that it's tired of playing or to tell its mom that it's hun-
gry. When a dog is scared or worried, it will put its tail between its legs. If it is 
happy, it will wag its tail freely and in a neutral position. A dog who has its tail straight up and slightly curved is a dog 
who is feeling aggressive. There are many different good and bad reasons dogs have tails. Dogs without tails approach 
other dogs and humans with caution to not give off the wrong vibe. They may show their emotions by ear position, facial 
expression and stance to communicate their intentions.  
 

Whale Sharks 

By Jayleigh Featherston 
 
Whale Sharks are not dangerous animals. They are actually very peaceful. They 
let divers/swimmers swim along the side of them. Sometimes the whale sharks 
will even let them swim with them. The younger whale sharks will even be willing 
to play with humans. Their main food source is plankton, and they have rows of 
over 300 teeth, but as filter feeders, they do not use their teeth to eat. Female 
whale sharks have up to 300 young but unlike other fish, they hatch inside of the 

mother then when she is ready, she will give birth to 300 baby whale sharks and when those babies are about 25 years 
old, they will be ready to have their own offspring. An average whale shark can live up to 100 to 150 years. Whale 
sharks have a unique color, stripes and spots. Their spots are very much like human fingerprints. They are different for 
each whale shark. Their sides can go from gray to brown. Their mouths are 5 feet wide, and they weigh about 12 tons. 
That´s about 12 meters. Aside of their massive size, they are very friendly. 

Graphic from Dogo.app 

Graphic from Viator.com 

“I hope if dogs ever take over the world, and they chose a king, they don't just go by size, because I bet there 
are some Chihuahuas with some good ideas.”  —Deep Thoughts by Jack Handey 



 

 

Loggains and Lovell  
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BRAXTON LEE PETERSON 

By Alyssa Cogburn 
 
Full Name: Braxton Lee Peterson 
Date of Birth: August 12, 2003 
When I was a child, I wanted to be a chef when I grew up.  
Something that always grosses me out is: frogs, frogs are just gross looking. 
My career plans are to: study kinesiology. 
My biggest pet peeve is: Pick me people. 
My most embarrassing moment is: The other day when I spilled gas everywhere at E-Z 
mart. 
If I had to describe myself in one word, it would be: interesting.  
The motto I try to live my life by is: Be the best. 
Favorite memory of high school: Going to Area in basketball with my guys for life. 
Color: black or white 
TV show: The Office 
Musical Group: Drake 
Song: TSU 
Movie: The Incredibles 
Food: Sushi 
 

LILY BLANKENSHIP 

By Jayleigh Featherston 
 
Lily Blankenship is a senior here at Spiro. 
Lily really enjoys basketball and track, and this is what Lily has to say about 
herself, “In my free time I like to watch movies and make beaded bracelets. 
My favorite part about school is playing basketball and running track. I will 
miss the memories and friends I made playing those sports. My mom definite-
ly supported me the most. She made sure to always be there for me and she 
never missed a school event. I look up to my mom the most. She is a very 
strong and independent woman.” 

 

JARYN RESTINE 
By Jaryn Restine 
 
Jaryn Restine’s  hobbies include cheerleading and reading. Sometimes she partakes in art when she’s 
feeling adventurous. She has been in school cheer for one year and all star cheerleading for five. She 
loves her younger sister Kinsey and enjoys spending time with her as much as possible. She is currently 
employed at Kohl’s as a sales associate. Her eighteenth birthday was this past November. She plans to 
graduate high school and attend UAFS majoring in criminal justice. Her dream is to go to law school and 
become a criminal defense attorney. 

“Do you know what happens when you slice a golf 
ball in half? Someone gets mad at you. I found this 
out the hard way.”  —Deep Thoughts by Jack Handey 
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Chris Dukes  
By Spence Ainsworth 
 
What type of music are you into? Rock 
If you could only eat one food for the rest of 
your life what would it be? French fries from McDonalds. 
What are your pet peeves? Smacking 
What is your biggest fear? Heights and snakes. 
What is one of your talents? Guitar 
 

Spence Ainsworth 
By Amya Barnes 
 
I interviewed Spence with some 
questions about himself to get to 
know the him better. 
I asked him a couple of funny ques-
tions starting off with if you would 
compare yourself to any animal which it would be and 
why. He said he would be a deer because their bodies 
are built the same. The next question I asked him was 
what he thought of garden gnomes, and he said they 
are ugly. I asked what kind of tree he would be, and he 
said a weeping willow because his hair looks like the 
leaves. I then asked him about some of his tattoos, and 
I asked the meaning of them. The first tattoo he got is 
his mom’s favorite flower. 
 

Meet the Newspaper Staff  
We have a great newspaper staff this year! Below, you’ll be able to meet each one. 

Alyssa Cogburn 
By Christian Dukes 
 
      1     What is your favorite smell in the world? Coffee 

2. Where is your favorite place to shop? The mall 
3. Is your hair naturally red or dyed?  Natural 
4. What is your best memory? 

Riding a dragon while fighting Shrek. 
5.   Dogs or cats? Cats  
6. Would you rather ride on a plane or on a train?     
 Train  
7. How many siblings do you have? 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Princess Young 
By Lacey Reed 
 
Princess’s birthday is September 4th. She is a senior in 
high school. She wants to attend college after high 
school. Her favorite color is baby pink. Her hobbies in-
clude cheer, decorating, FCCLA, and shopping. Her 
favorite stores are SHEIN, Hollister, and many others. 
She enjoys eating at Cheesecake Factory and Japa-
nese Steak houses. She loves the cold winter season, 
and Christmas is her favorite holiday. Princess loves to 
visit Disney World and goes as often as she can. Some 
of her least favorite things are people who interrupt or 
talk over her, people who don’t match their clothes, ne-
on orange, any sauce especially ketchup, math, and 
fish. Overall, Princess is a very nice person and very 
goal set. 

Jaryn Restine 
By Julie Knobelsdorff 
  
Jaryn Restine is a senior in high school 
and she is 17 about to turn 18. Her favor-
ite color is gray, and her favorite movie is 
the Labyrinth. Her hobbies include cheer, 
drawing, and reading. Her favorite food is 
Cheez-its, and her favorite place to shop 
is Lululemon. She is in school cheer and 
all-star cheer. She has 2 brothers and 1 sister. She likes 
any place to eat with sushi. She has a dog and a ham-
ster. Her favorite subject in school is English. If she could 
travel anywhere, she would go to Greece. She works at 
Kohl’s, and her favorite songs are anything by Doja cat. 
She is funny and kind and is a great person to meet! 
  

Amya Barnes 
By Jayleigh Featherston 
 
What’s something you look forward to in your future? Traveling without the stress of income. 
When you were little, what did you want to be when you grew up? A teacher or doctor. 
What’s something you want people to remember you by? Kind and helpful. 
If you could move to one place forever, where would it be? An island. 
Pick three people to live in a cave with and why? Brother Jesse because he's smart, Blanca 
because she can make people stop fighting, and my mom so she could cook us food. 
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Julie Knobelsdorff  
By Princess Young  
 
Julie Knobelsdorff has blonde hair and blue eyes. She is a junior and is 16 years old. 
She is the middle child of two other siblings—one brother who is older and a younger 
sister. Her favorite color is light blue, and her favorite food is anything Mexican. She 
loves animals and has two dogs. Her favorite class this year is newspaper. She en-

joys spending time with her friends and family and enjoys playing basketball. In her free time, she enjoys watching Net-
flix shows such a Outer Banks, Stranger Things, and Riverdale. When she was a child, she wanted to be a doctor, but 
now she is undecided of what she wants to go to college for. English is her strongest subject in school, and  she feels 
like she succeeds the best at. Julie is a kind person to all she meets. Hopefully this helps everyone learn a little more 
about Julie. 

Mr. Seth Rogers 

By Alyssa Cogburn 
 
Mr. Rogers is a new teacher at Spiro High School. I want everyone to 
get to know him, because I feel you will all find him pretty amazing. 
He teaches junior and senior English as well as speech class. I 
asked him a few questions and here are his answers: 
 
 
Q: “What kind of music is your favorite?” 
A: “I like a wide range of music, but my ‘go-to’ would have to be ei-
ther modern rock or worship, depending on my current mood. Favor-
ite bands (at the moment): Breaking Benjamin, Chevelle, and NF.” 
Q: “Do you have any hobbies?” 
A: “I love to drum in my spare time, as well as draw when I get the 
opportunity. I'm constantly listening through an audiobook, either lei-
surely or for a class. I love watching sports with my little girl, Emma, 
and telling her what players to root for because ‘they're on daddy's 
fantasy football team.’ I also love to play a little basketball to relieve 
stress in the evenings.” 
Q: “What made you want to have a career in teaching high school 
students?” 
A: “I've always wanted to be a teacher, but my desire to teach Eng-
lish didn’t come until I got into college. I was inspired by the late Mrs. 
Redwine in high school and wanted to be a teacher just like her. 
Someone who inspired others. I went to college to be a math teach-
er, but quickly discovered that it wasn't the right fit for me. However, 
it was around this same time that I fell in love with literature, and I 
wanted to help inspire students in the same way.” 

Q: “Tell me about yourself.” 
A: “I'm a Spiro native and graduated from SHS in 2008. I currently live in Pocola, have been married for 7 years, and 
have 2 kids: Emma, my 5 year old daughter; and John, my 3 month old son. I love being back in Spiro and having the 
opportunity to pour into the community that did so much for me. Once a Bulldog, always a Bulldog #Bulldogs4Life” 

Meet the Newspaper Staff continued from p. 4 

 

Lacey Reed 
By Jaryn Restine 
 
Lacey Gayle Reed. She is sixteen, dirty blonde hair with blue eyes. She enjoys reading and painting. 
When Lacey is not found at school, you may find her curled up in bed with a nice book. She has two 
brothers Chase, age thirteen and Kason, age 8. Lacey loves to watch TV, normally watching Criminal 
Minds just to see Doctor Spencer Reid. When Lacey finishes high school, she intends to go into com-
munications and business. She hopes to become a marketing manager. After a stressful day, Lacey 
spends her time on Facetime with her boyfriend followed by taking a nap. Lacey is quite involved in 
school, being in FFA and BPA. Lacey is considered a crazy cat lady; she has two little fur babies 
whom she adores. They are Nala and Leo. She has had them for most of her life making them very 
important. Her parents are Courtney and Anthony Reed. Lacey is quite the overall good Samaritan 
and has a very bright future ahead of her. 
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Rockport Revealed 
By Spence Ainsworth 
 
Rockport, UT has been submerged in water since 1952 after they built 
the Wanship Dam. The ghost town has recently been uncovered due 
to the droughts in Utah. The remains of a former town, as well as cars 
and a canyon have been revealed since the water receded. The Rock-
port Reservoir is at 26 percent capacity, and the water level is danger-
ously low. This level is never reached in the summer, and over the 
years, a few of the building tops have shown but it’s unusual for the 
entire town to have sun exposure. 
 

ASK US! 
Need Advice? 
 
We have a new column just for you! Everyone has times where they need  
advice, especially high school students. These questions are from high school 
students(We’ll soon have a box where you can write your own letters asking 
for advice.). The givers of the advice are high school students who shall have 
a pseudonym to protect the innocent or the guilty, depending on who you ask. 
Enjoy advice from Larry, Donna, Delyla, Lady Whistledown, Shirley, and Seymour Sanders. See if you agree with 
their advice! 
 

Dear Ask Us: 
Do you think parents have the right to look through their kids’ phones to check their SnapChat    
account or their texts to friends? At what age do you think they should no longer be able to look at 
their kids' private stuff?  —Snapper 
 
*********** 
 
Larry: I don’t think parents should look their kids phone because it can lead to trust issues with children. I think if you 
were to do it, at around age 14, you should stop. 
 
Donna: I think that children should earn the right to be trusted with a phone or a tablet, etc. Once your kid has their 
own phone, they should be able to have their own privacy as well. As long as they are being good and still trustwor-
thy, then there should be no reason to check their phone. If they are acting suspicious and untrustworthy, then it is 
definitely recommended to check their phone.  
 
Delyla: I think that you shouldn’t look through your kids’ personal things unless they give you a reason to.  
I think kids should wait to have a phone until they have places to go so they can communicate with family.  
 
Queen: It depends if they are not trustworthy. In that case, I believe parents should, but if it is a kid who is trustworthy, 
then I believe they should have their space. 
       
Lady Whistledown: I think parents should check their child's phone while they are in middle school then once they hit 
high school, I feel like there should be enough trust in the relationship that it shouldn't be needed anymore. 
 
Shirley:I think that parents do have a right to look at their child’s phone but only when they suspect something bad. 
Other than that, I believe that children should be able to trust their parents and not have them snoop through your 
stuff all the time. 
 
Seymour Saunders: I think that parents should only look through their kid’s phones if they have a good reason. 
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Robert De Niro 

By Christian Dukes 
 
Robert De Niro was born in August on the 17th in 1943. He was born in New York City, 
New York. De Niro dropped out of school at 16 and went to Stella Adler Conservatory of 
Acting. He worked on Broadway plays, and then he made an appearance in his first film 
which was Brian De Palmaś The Wedding Party. De Niro would appear in some minor 
roles in minor films but he then had a breakthrough in the movie Bang the Drum Slowly 
which he was widely recognized as an amazing actor. De Niro then would work with 
Martin Scorses in a film called Mean Streets. This would be his first work with Scorsese 
but he would have many films with him and some of his best work would be in Scorse-
se's films. Francis Ford would see the work De Niro did in Mean streets and would offer 
him a part in The Godfather, Part II as young Vito Corleone. De Niro would prove himself 
in this role and would win a best supporting actor Oscar and become a star. De Niro 
would work with some of cinema’s most noted directors such as Bernardo Bertolucci 
(1900), Elia Kazan (The Last Tycoon), and Michael Cimino (The Deer Hunter) HIs films 
with Scorsese would build De Niro’s reputation as a actor considering he played darker 
roles and he did them well. He received an Oscar nomination for his work in Taxi Driver 

and won a best actor Oscar for playing boxer Jake La Motta in Raging Bull. By the end of the 70’s De Niro would be 
considered the best actor of his generation. De Niro in the 80’s would star in some films that didn’t do so well in thea-
ters but he would then bounce back in the late 80’s and early 90’s in films like Midnight Run. De Niro would star in a 
movie called Awakenings and would get some of his best work in that movie noticed. De Niro would then work again 
with Scorsese in GoodFellas which was a gritty movie about organized crime. They would work again in movies Cape 
Fear and Casino which were mixed on reviews. De Niro would then work on some comedies with Al Pacino in some of 
the movies. De niro would star in The Family and then would work with Morgan Freeman, Michael Douglas, and Kevin 
Kline in the comedy Last Vegas. De Niro would work with Sylvester Stallone in the movie Grudge Match. After that De 
Niro would work in some more movies and tv shows. He would star on Saturday Night Live several times in 2018 and 
then would star in a gritty movie in 2019 called Joker.  De Niro and Scorsese would then work together and make The 
Irishman which was released in theaters and then put on to Netflix. He had an amazing acting career, but he also di-
rected several movies such as 1993’s A Bronx Tale. De Niro would work on The Good Shepherd in 2006 which was 
highly acclaimed. In 2009 De Niro was named a Kennedy Center honoree, and two years after he received a Cecil B. 
Demille Award. In 2016 he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  

Photo courtesy Allmovie.com 

Mr. Kevin Strother 

By Lacey Reed 
 
Mr. Strother is our new Ag teacher. He has two kids—a little girl named Kashlin who is 11 and 
a little boy Nick who’s 4. His wife’s name is Whitney, and she’s the FCCLA teacher in Keota, 
They’ve been married for 12 years, and they met in college. He grew up in Vanderbilt, Arkan-
sas. He has 3 brothers, 1 older and 2 younger. When he was little, he always wanted to be a 
policeman when he grew up. When he graduated high school, his plan was to become a wild-
life biologist, but in his freshman orientation, he had to pick a career to do for a day, and he 
chose to be an ag teacher. He changed his major the next day. His favorite thing about teach-
ing ag is the time he gets to spend with his students. Some of his interests outside of school 
are hunting, fishing, spending time with his family, taking care of cattle, and reading. His favor-
ite types of books to read are Louis L’Amour. Mr. Strother’s favorite thing about teaching at 
Spiro is that it’s a great school system to work in and provides a good education for his children.  
 

SVA Graduates 
The following students have fulfilled their Spiro Virtual Academy requirements for midterm graduation in  
December 2021: 
 
Kaelyn Clayton 
Laney Davis 
Leticia Martinez 
Sandra Partain 
Tiffani Story 
Jayson Terry 
 
Congratulations to all of them! 


