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A school district’s Homeless           
Coordinator and /or Liaison play a vital 
role in ensuring that children and 
youth experiencing homelessness en-
roll and succeed in school.  The McKin-
ney-Vento Act requires that all school 
districts appoint a Homeless Coordina-
tor or Liaison who serves as the link 
between homeless families and school 
staff, district personnel, shelter 
workers and social-service providers. 
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 Every school district has a local homeless 
education coordinator or liaison.  This  
person can help you decide which school 
would be best for your child and         
communicate with the school.  The local 
liaison can help your child get school sup-
plies, supplemental services and free 
school meals; set up transportation to and 
from the school of origin; and help you 
find community supports. 

 When you enroll your child in a new school, 
ask to meet his/her teacher(s).  Be sure 
to contact the teacher(s) every so often 
to find out how your child is doing.  Get to 
know at least one of your child’s teachers 
well enough to feel comfortable asking 
questions about school work and sharing 
information that will help your child learn.  

 The school counselor can help your child 
deal with changes and challenges.  Share 
with this person any information about 
how your child is acting at home or things 
he or she is dealing with that might     
affect his/her schoolwork. 

 Other good people to know are the school 
principal, attendance clerk, bus driver, 
school social worker and school nurse. 

 All school and school district staff can 
help make sure your child gets all the  
services he or she needs.  You are an im-
portant partner in child’s schooling and 
should work as a team with the school and 
school district. 



 Tell your child’s teacher, school 
secretary and social worker 
that your child is moving, and 
give them the new address. 

 Let school officials know if you 
want your child to stay in 
his/her home school while you 
are getting the family stabi-
lized. 

 Ask  for  a  copy of  your  
child’s   school  records,  includ-
ing        immunizations. 

 Keep a copy of birth certifi-
cates, health and school records             
accessible. 

 Have a reliable person keep a  
second copy of the child’s birth 
certificate, school records and 
health information. 

 Enroll children in school as soon 
as possible. 

What can I do to help 
my child in school? 

 Your child is eligible to continue 
in the school he/she attended 
before becoming homeless, if 
that is the parents’ choice and 
it is feasible.  Your child also 
has the option to attend the 
school in the district in which 
you are   currently living. 

 If you and the school disagree, 
the school district has to tell 
you in writing why it thinks your 
child should go to a different 
school than the one you want.  
The district also has to tell you 
in writing how you can appeal 
this decision. Your child can 
still enroll in, attend and      
participate fully in the school 
you think is best for him or her 
while the  disagreement is    
being settled. 

 Make sure your child goes to school eve-
ry day and arrives rested and fed. 

 Provide a quiet place for your child to 
do homework and set aside time every 
day to help your child with homework. 

 Pay attention to your child’s health 
needs and take care of problems early. 

 Ask your child what he or she is learning 
in school; have him or her explain it to 
you.  If you show interest in your child’s 
education, he or she will know that it’s 
important. 

 Read to your child every day; for older 
children, set aside time each day for 
you and your child to read together   
silently.  Talk about what you read. 

 Praise your child for what he or she 
does well, like getting a good grade or 
playing on a school sports team. 

 Listen to what your child shares with 
you and talk about any problems he or 
she is having.  You can also talk about 
these problems with a teacher or school 
counselor. 

 Encourage your child to participate in 
things like sports and music. 


