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Safe Return to In-person Instruction and  

Continuity of Services Plan  

Addendum Guidance 

LEAs are required to update the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan every 

six months through Sept. 30, 2023. Each time, LEAs must seek public input on the plan and any revisions and 

must take such input into account. The purpose of the plan is to keep stakeholders informed. 

Every LEA should complete the addendum and upload in the LEA document library and post to the LEA’s 

website (February 1 and August 27). Like the development of the plan, all revisions must be informed by 

community input and reviewed and approved by the governing body prior to posting on the LEA’s publicly 

available website. 

Please consider the following when completing the addendum: 

• Ensure the LEA used multiple models of engagement offered to stakeholders. Examples may include 

surveys, in-person or virtual committee meetings, town hall meetings, or other inclusive 

engagement opportunities.  

• LEAs should engage all applicable groups noted in meaningful consultation during the crafting of the 

plan.  

• The number of stakeholders engaged should represent the composition of students. For example, if 

students with disabilities make up 15 percent of students, then 10-20 percent of respondents should 

represent this subgroup.  

• Ensure the stakeholder engagement happened prior to the development/revision of the plan.  

• The LEA must engage the health department in the development of the plan. This is not the same as 

providing the health department with COVID-19 numbers. 

• Plans must explicitly address every bullet point in Question 3 regarding district policies and 

strategies.  

• Plans require local board approval and public posting.  

• LEAs must update the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan at least 

every six months through Sept. 30, 2023, seek public input on the plan and any revisions and take 

such input into account. All revisions must include an explanation and rationale of why the revisions 

were made.  

• All revisions must include an explanation and rationale, with meaningful public consultation, and in 

an understandable format The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act requires LEAs to post their Health 

and Safety Plans online in a language that parents/caregivers can understand, or, if it is not 

practicable to provide written translations to an individual with limited English proficiency, be orally 

translated. The plan also must be provided in an alternative format accessible, upon request, by a 

parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
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Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and  

Continuity of Services Plan Addendum 

The Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 3.0 (ESSER 3.0) Fund under the American Rescue 

Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2, was enacted on March 11, 2021. Funding provided to states and 

local educational agencies (LEAs) help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of schools and address 

the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on the nation’s students.  

In the fall of 2021, LEAs developed and made publicly available a Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and 

Continuity of Services Plan. All plans were developed with meaningful public consultation with stakeholder 

groups. LEAs are required to update the plan every six months through September 30, 2023 and must seek 

public input on the plan and any revisions and must take such input into account. LEAs also must review 

and update their plans whenever there are significant changes to the CDC recommendations for K-12 

schools and to ensure the plan is current. Like the development of the plan, all revisions must be informed 

by community input and reviewed and approved by the governing body prior to posting on the LEA’s 

publicly available website. 

The following information is intended to update stakeholders and address the requirement. 

LEA Name: McMinn County Schools  

Date: January 31, 2022  

1. Describe how the LEA engaged in meaningful consultation with stakeholders in development of 

the revised plan. 

Although minimal revisions were made to the Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of 

Services Plan, stakeholders were involved in meaningful consultation through in-person meetings, virtual 

meetings, board meetings, emails communications, and question and answer sessions.  

 

2. Describe how the LEA engaged the health department in the development of the revised plan. 

The McMinn County Department of health remains a constant support in the mutual fight to prevent the 

spread of COVID-19 in our school system.  McMinn County Coordinated School Health Coordinator 

communicates with personnel at the Health Department through emails, phone conversations, in-person 

and virtual meetings.  The McMinn County Health Department was sent a copy of our plan for comments 

and any needed revisions.   
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3. Provide to the extent to which the LEA has updated adopted policies and a description of any such 

policies on each of the following health and safety strategies.  

 Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities with respect to health and safety policies 

No updates to current policies which state:  It is strongly encouraged that all students within the district 

wear masks or face coverings when it is not possible to social distance.  It is recognized that this is not 

possible for all students with disabilities.  Some students, due to physical limitation or health status, are 

unable to safely wear masks.  Other students have sensor issues that sometimes make masks intolerable.  

In these situations, accommodations are made for these students in different ways.  Some of these 

include providing clear face shields, setting up plexiglass dividers to limit germ spread, having faculty/staff 

clean more frequently in the areas utilized by these students, etc.  Regular hand sanitizing and social 

distancing protocols are also in place for students with disabilities.  When social distancing is not possible, 

faculty and staff take extra measures to help keep students safe such as wearing masks and face shields, 

wearing disposable gowns when dealing with medically fragile students, utilizing plexiglass dividers as 

appropriate, etc.  Accommodations are determined on an individual basis and implemented as necessary. 

Physical distancing (e.g., use of cohorts/podding) 

No updates to current policies which state:  Maintain social distancing by avoiding close contact (within 6 

feet for >15 minutes) of other individuals within the school setting whenever possible.  Students will 

remain with their assigned cohorts as much as possible and seathing charts will be made for all classes.  

Social distancing will be adhered to as much as possible during lunch and group times.  Students riding 

buses are to sit with their household group and are to be as socially distanced as possible, skipping seats 

when appropriate. 

Hand washing and respiratory etiquette 

No updates to current policies which state:  Frequently wash your hands with soap and water for at least 

20 seconds throughout the day, including before/after lunch, after restroom break, after recess.  Practice 

good respiratory etiquette when coughing or sneezing by coughing or sneezing into your shirt sleeve, 

elbow, or tissue to be discarded.  Students are encouraged to keep hands, feet and objects to themselves. 

Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities including improving ventilation 

No updates to current policies which state:  MCS will maintain healthy facilities by cleaning and sanitizing 

frequently.  Schools have been provided an air purifier and purifying fogger to be used in the 

rooms/facilities which are used on a regular basis.  All buses also use a fogging machine to kill viruses at 

least twice a week.  Procedures for Cleaning and disinfecting a building or facility include:  close off areas 

used by the person who is sick.  Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area.  

Wait 24 hours before you clean or disinfect.  If 24 hours is not feasible, wait as long as possible.  Clean 

and disinfect all areas used by the person who is sick, such as offices, bathrooms, common areas, shared 

electronic equipment like tablets, touch screens, keyboards, remote controls, and other machines.  

Vacuum the space if needed.  Use a vacuum equipped with high-fficiency particulate air (HEPA) filter, if 

available.  Do not vacuum a room or space that has people in it.  Wear disposable gloves to clean and 

disinfect.  For soft (porous) surfaces such as carpeted floors or rugs, clean the surface with detergents or 

cleaners appropriate for use on these surfaces, according to the textile’s label.  After cleaning, disinfect 

with an appropriate EPA-registered disinfectant.  Soft and porous materials, like carpet, are generally not 

as easy to disinfect as hard and non-porous surfaces.  EPA has listed a limited number of products 

approved for disinfection for use on soft and porous materials on List N.  Follow the disinfectant 

manufacturer’s safety instructions (such as wearing gloves and ensuring adequate ventilation), 

concentration level, application method and contact time.  Temporarily turn off in-room, window-
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mounted, or on-wall recirculation HVAC to avoid contamination of the HVAC units.  Do NOT deactivate 

central HVAC systems.  These systems tend to provide better filtration capabilities and introduce outdoor 

air into the areas that they serve.  Consider temporarily turning off room fans and the central HVAC 

system that services the room or space, so that particles that escape from vacuuming will not circulate 

throughout the facility.   Once area has been appropriately disinfected, it can be opened for use.  

Continue routine cleaning and disinfection.  Improving  ventilation – Schools have been provided air 

purifiers for their sick/isolation room where students with COVID symptoms might have to wait before 

being sent home.  Improved heating/air condition systems have been placed at two schools (one paid 

with ESSER funds). 

Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine 

No updates to current policies which state:  The details of contact tracing will be handled by the 

Department of Health.  If the Department of Health deems an individual as a “close contact” or an 

identified case and places the individual under quarantine, the individual should work with the 

Department of Health directly to determine a release from quarantine and a return to school or work 

date.  If the individual in quarantine needs further direction or has questions, they may contact the 

Tennessee Department of Health.  The decision to quarantine individuals related to COVID-19 lies with 

medical providers and the Department of Health.  MCS will assist with public health to verify COVID-19 

information as needed throughout the school year, including seating charts, rosters and directory 

information as requested.  McMinn County Schools notifies the health department of positive students 

and their parent/guardian’s contact information to the liaison assigned to the system from the health 

Department.  The local Health Department and health Department liaison are available via phone and 

email for continuous communication and collaborations for question and concerns pertaining to COVID-

19 throughtout the workday.  Any student who has a confirmed case of COVID-19 should not be at school.  

Any student who has been advised to quarantine by the Tennessee Department of Health or a healthcare 

provider should not be present at school or a school event and should follow the TN Department of 

Health (TDOH) guidelines.  Documentation is required.  MCS COVID-19 Health Guidelines will be updated 

as needed based on recommendation from the TDOH.  The McMinn County Health Department and a 

group of local pediatricians were instrumental in guiding local schools during this COVID pandemic. 

Diagnostic and screening testing 

Due to the availability of the Epidemiology Grant, McMinn County School will be providing COVID-19 tests 

to all personnel on request.  All other policies remain as previously adopted which state:  Diagnostic and 

screening testing is highly recommended for any employee or student who shows symptoms or who has 

been exposed to a positive case of COVID-19.  Those tests can be provided by the health department or 

any local physician or pharmacy.  Home tests are also available.  

Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, and students, if eligible 

McMinn County worked closely with the McMinn County Health Department to provide COVID 

vaccinations to employees on two occasions.  Additional vaccinations may be taken at any time through 

the Health Department or the local pharmacies. 

Universal and correct wearing of masks 

No updates to current policies which state:  Masks are not required for students or staff, although they 

will be allowed at each individual’s discretion and are highly recommended.  A mask should completely 

cover the mouth and nose area.  No mask is required if another individual is out of the six feet range.  

Masks are encouraged on the buses, the classroom, and hallways when others might be in close contact. 

 



 
 

Division of Federal Programs and Oversight 

Andrew Johnson Tower • 710 James Robertson Parkway • Nashville, TN 37243 

tn.gov/education 

5 | November 2021 

4. Provide a current description as to how the LEA is ensuring continuity of services including but 

not limited to services to address the students’ academic needs, and students’ and staff social, 

emotional, mental health, and other needs, which may include student health and food services. 

To ensure continuity of services that are not limited to services to address a students’ academic needs, 

students’ and staff social, emotional, mental health, and other needs, including student health and food 

services, McMinn County Schools will constantly monitor active COVID cases in McMinn County and in 

individual schools to ensure the health and safety of all students, and personnel.  Extended School Year 

services will also be provided for Special Needs students.  Before and After school tutoring and Summer 

Learning Camps will also be offered to students to encourage learning extension.  McMinn County 

Schools will also monitor daily activities in the schools such as:  Student and staff attendance, Number of 

COVID cases/quarantines, Referrals to school nurse, Number of students on the bus, Academic data 

(progress monitoring, report cards), Parent communications, Attendance at before/after school programs, 

office referrals, Guidance referrals, and Breakfast/Lunch participation rates. 

 


