
A message from Dr. Scott Smith, Gasconade County R-1 Superintendent: 

The first semester of the 2019-2020 academic school year wrapped up on Friday, December 20, 

2019. The students of Gasconade County R-1 have had wonderful learning opportunities 

throughout the first part of the year. Some highlights include: participation in (STEAM) projects 

(with focus on science, technology, engineering, arts, and math), career exploration 

opportunities, FFA team competing at national level and placing 7th in the nation, state 

championship volleyball team, state qualifiers in cross country, band, choir, as well as some 

outstanding theatrical performances. These are just a few of the many Bearcat 

accomplishments! Our students are working hard to do their very best. The second semester 

kicks off on January 5th, and many activities are already planned.  The complete list of activities 

may be found on the district website www.hermann.k12.mo.us under “upcoming events.”  As 

always, we appreciate our community’s attendance and support of our students.  

As a district, we are very fortunate to have a high-quality faculty and staff that want to continue 

to be the best they can be. Our staff go above and beyond every day to ensure our children are 

educated in a safe and caring learning environment. In any professional organization, it is 

important that professional learning opportunities are provided to staff on an ongoing basis.  

These learning opportunities can focus on a variety of topics including best teaching strategies, 

current trends and societal issues.  Staff members have opportunities to attend professional 

development programs on a regional and state level.  

Locally, as a district, one of the ways we provide professional development is through a 

research-based practice called Professional Learning Communities (PLCs). PLCs are a data 

driven model that assist as we focus on student achievement. This process allows teachers to 

work together and have reflective dialogue, focus on student learning, collaboration, and a 

vision of shared values and norms. Currently, we are in our second year of the official 

implementation of PLCs throughout the district.   

An example of the collaboration component of PLCs, on December 11 & 12, Gasconade County 

R-1 hosted a professional development event in which our staff had the opportunity to 

collaborate with teachers from Owensville, Montgomery County, and New Haven. During this 

time, they were able to share ideas and resources related to the content areas they taught. This 

was a great learning opportunity for all attendees. Around 100 teachers from the area 

participated in this event.  We were happy to host this learning event.  

As a district, we are here to ensure our students receive the best education in the state in a safe 

and caring learning environment.  If you have any questions or comments you would like to 

discuss with me, know that my door is always open. I would appreciate the opportunity to visit.  

I hope everyone in our community has a happy new year and is ready to kick off a new decade. 

Thank you for your support! Go Bearcats!  

http://www.hermann.k12.mo.us/

