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January 28, 2022

Good Afternoon,

Thank you again for the incredible support of last Tuesday’s Bond Referendum. We initiated the
20-day countdown to officially sign purchase orders and begin the restoration process of
Cresskill High/Middle School. I want to provide you with an update of our current status with
securing the Chodae Church Educational Center in Northvale for all of our Grades 6-12 students.
We have continued to make progress through the lengthy and complicated process. Here is our
current status:

● Northvale Zoning Board Approval: We received unanimous approval from the
Northvale Zoning Board on Tuesday Night to use the building. Our Board of Education
President, Mrs. Denise Villani, joined me at the meeting, where I testified to our need and
intent for the building’s use. The Northvale Zoning Board, Mayor Patrick Marana, and a
handful of town residents were all in full support of our district, but expressed a few
concerns that still need to be addressed.

○ Full Resolution Approval: Our approval of the building is not complete until a
resolution is adopted at the regular Northvale Council Meeting this coming
Wednesday, February 2nd. While this is simply a formality, our use of the
building requires a change in the building ordinance, since students are currently
only allowed to attend school on the weekends in the Educational Center.

○ Storage Units: Storage Units of 40 feet or more are prohibited for use in
Northvale. Therefore, we must use a group of portable POD containers to store all
of our furniture and equipment each weekend. The building is used on the
weekend by approximately 900 students, and therefore all of our materials,
furniture, and equipment must be stored outside of the building every weekend.
We have estimated that we will need 13 portable POD containers to secure all of
our educational materials, furniture, etc, and are awaiting their arrival.

○ Safety & Security: I met on Wednesday morning with the Northvale Police
Chief, Northvale Lieutenants, and Bergen County Superintendent Lou DeLisio.
There are a few upgrades that we are making to the building, including a
communication device directly to the Northvale Police Department in case of an
emergency. This is required by law.



○ Classroom Spaces: Each area designated as a classroom space needs some basic
requirements (i.e. Whiteboard). All necessary materials have been ordered and
will be delivered to the Educational Center directly, as soon as we confirm the
arrival of the PODS.

○ Technology: We are not allowed to make technology upgrades to the building, so
we continue to test the bandwidth to determine the number of computers that can
run smoothly on the server. Our technology department will continue to run tests
on Monday morning to assess the capabilities of the building wireless system.

○ Staff Development Day: We are targeting next Friday, February 4th, as a staff
orientation day. All 6-12 students will have a half-day of instruction next Friday,
allowing our staff to get acclimated to the building during the afternoon session.
Mr. Massaro and Ms. Taha will provide more information on Monday. Please
start planning for next Friday’s half-day schedule for all Grades 6-12 students
only. Both elementary schools are running on a regular full-day schedule.

○ Busing: The buses completed a dry run of the transportation route today, and will
be returning next week to follow the new parking regulations and exit routes
requested at the Zoning Board meeting. The number of students needing
transportation has risen to about 450 students, necessitating the need for a couple
more buses.

We continue to work through the obstacles above to get our students into Northvale for in-person
learning. This past week was the most positive of the school year, and we look forward to
making even more progress next week.

I anticipate having my next update on Thursday morning, after we receive official approval from
the resolution at the Northvale Council Meeting next Wednesday evening.

Please enjoy the warm winter weekend.

Best,
Michael Burke
Superintendent of Schools


