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Head Lice Policy 

Pediculosis (head lice) is a nuisance disease. It is also a nuisance for students, families and school 

personnel when an outbreak occurs involving school children. Cases of head lice require a considerable 

amount of time and effort on the part of all those involved—time and effort for head inspections and 

treatment of persons to prevent further transmission; time for clean-up related to the infested person’s 

belongings and surroundings; loss of instructional time when students and staff are absent from school for 

treatment; and loss of time from work by those caring for lice-infested children. 

School districts are a very important partner in preventing and controlling the spread of head lice in the 

community. As such, this policy and its Administrative Rule are written to provide direction for the 

District’s employees to consistently follow and provide parents with procedures to follow in order to treat 

the disease and get their child/children back to school. 

Misinformation and misunderstandings about the disease can contribute to finger pointing, frustration and 

overreaction in the school community. Thus, it is important to understand that head lice are not an 

indication of poor personal hygiene or living in an unclean environment; head lice do not spread disease; 

and pets do not spread head lice—head lice feed only on human blood. More specific information about 

head lice and their transmission can be obtained by calling the Florence County Health Department at 

(715) 528-4837. 

 

Screening for Head Lice 

The students in the School District of Florence County will be screened for head lice only after a case of 

head lice has been confirmed in a school. When a case of head lice is determined in an elementary school, 

all classmates of the infested student will be screened by the school nurse or designee. The school will 

request the school nurse if utilization of the school designee would impede educational services, or the 

reported concern is beyond just one classroom. If the infested student has siblings in the same school, the 

siblings will be checked. If siblings are found to have lice or nits then his/her classmates also must be 

screened, as well as siblings in attendance at other district schools. Teachers of screened students should 

be alerted as appropriate. Also, school officials will emphasize to the infested student’s parent(s)/guardian 

that other family members should be screened for head lice and will demonstrate how the screening 

should be done.  

In the middle and high school grades, screening may be necessary only for locker mates or close friends, 

unless the infested student is involved in a team activity where head gear may be shared. 

 

Education and Prevention 

The proper education of students, parents, school and health care personnel is vital to the prevention and 

control of head lice in the school setting and in the community. This education can be provided through 

such methods as the following: 

 Informational handouts for parents on the identification, transmission and prevention of head lice. 

 Newspaper and newsletter articles. 



 

 

 Presentations at parent-teacher and other community organization meetings. 

 Community education classes and health fairs. 

The Florence County Health Department, working with administration and custodial staff, may 

recommend initiating or supervise facility inspection and prevention procedures at school, which may 

include the following: 

 Teaching children to hang coats separately—placing hats/caps and gloves in the sleeves of coats and 

jackets. 

 Storing student’s possessions in individual cubbies, lockers or even individual plastic bags. 

 Teaching children not to share clothing, hats/caps, helmets, headsets or personal grooming articles. It 

is recommended that individual combs be distributed on picture day. 

 Storing towels, smocks and gym clothing brought from home in separate cubbies and encouraging 

students to bring them home frequently for washing. 

 Exercising particular care with try-on clothes, hats, etc., that are available for students to use in early 

childhood and kindergarten classes. They should be laundered on a regular basis. 
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