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Inside this  issue: 

“A lot of people like snow. I find it to be 

an unnecessary freezing of water.” Carl 

Reiner 

Mr. Reiner was a comedian, actor, etc. I 
am not sure if you think the quote above is 
funny, but I know our custodial, mainte-
nance, and transportation crew have some 
definite opinions about the freezing of 
water! Challenging to say the least. We 
will try to do the best we can, but just like 
in life’s challenges, we might get a black 
eye from time to time, but we hope to learn 
and grow with each challenge. We may 
need to step back or step sideways at time, 
but each time, we hope to learn, grow, and 
get better.  

2022-2023 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
The Frenchtown Board of Trustees will 
approve the school calendar for 2022-2023 
school year during the January 25th School 
Board meeting. The calendar committee 
met twice while having several times 
where correspondence was shared electron-
ically.  The committee tried to take into 
account a calendar that best fits the needs 
of students and families, while addressing 
the needs of the staff preparation and train-
ing. The calendar will include PIR dates 
and times. We will make this calendar 
available on the website, Infinite Campus, 
and next month’s newsletter.  
DID YOU KNOW...? 
Frenchtown Schools has reapplied for the 
Montana Advanced Opportunities Act 
Grant. We applied a year ago and did not 
receive the grant; however, we are in the 
hopper and we anticipate notification of 
being funded for FY 2023. We do not 
know the amount of funding if funded. The 
purpose of the grant is to: 

 expand personalized career & tech-
nical education opportunities for mid-
dle and high school students; 

 reduce out-of-pocket costs for stu-

dents and families in support of a 
student’s post-secondary success; 

 empower students to actively engage 
in forming post-secondary success 
that aligns with their individual inter-
ests, passions, strengths, needs and 
culture; and 

 authorize elected school boards to use 
advanced opportunity aid to invest in 
Montana students by supporting indi-
vidualized pathways for career and 
post-secondary.  

At the same time Frenchtown Schools 
already offers advanced opportunities for 
students to name a few. 

 AP Classes 

 Dual enrollment classes - We have 
had students graduate from high 
school with more than 30 college 
credits. 

 Internships 

 Independent studies 

 Work Study 

 Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) Certifications - welding/safe 
serve 

 Montana Digital Academy (MTDA) 

 University of Montana Early College 
Program 

Frenchtown Schools has also reapplied for 
the Transformational Grant through OPI. 
We are in the hopper for this grant as well.  
Transformational Grant funding is defined 
as a flexible system of pupil centered 

learning that is designed to meet the Mon-

tana Constitutional mandate of “fully 

developing the educational potential 

of each person.”  We hope to hear 

soon if we have received the grant for 

FY 2023.  

 

FRENCHTOWN SCHOOLS COM-
MITTEE MEETINGS 
Other than the Special Board Meeting on 
Friday, January 14th, other meetings have 
taken place: safety committee –Mr. Rowan 
and Mr. Mecham discussed what they have 
done to get the security camera system 
improved and phased in throughout both 
campuses.  The Wellness Committee met 
to continue discussions in creating a docu-
ment and guide regarding the possibility of 
changing or discussing mitigation strate-
gies regarding Covid-19.  We hope to meet 
over the course of the next month with the 
Montana Department of Transportation to 
discuss egress and ingress among other 
items. We hope to create a finance commit-
tee and discuss matters pertinent to the 
district from a financial standpoint.  
 
THE IMPLEMENTATION PRO-
GRESS OF THE FRENCHTOWN 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 2020-2023 STRA-
TEGIC PLAN 
At the February 15th Board meeting, ad-
ministration will conduct a presentation 
regarding the implementation progress of 
the strategic plan. The 2020-2023 strategic 
plan grew out of the process that the 
Frenchtown School District implemented 
in 2015 with the use of a MTSBA facilita-
tor. During the spring of 2020, the Board 
of Trustees, the Frenchtown Administra-
tion, and the Classified Union Representa-
tive went through the process again and 
decided to go from a five-year plan to a 
three-year plan since things can change so 
quickly. Time is flying and the 2022-2023 
school year is the final year of the French-
town School District already! 

The Strategic Plan encompasses a District 

Mission Statement, Core Values, 

Envisioned Future, Description of the 

Desired Future, and Outcome-

Oriented Goals and Strategic Objec-
tives.  
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Goals and Strategic Objectives of the 
Frenchtown Public Schools  
GOAL AREA #1: EDUCATIONAL FIDELITY AND 
PURPOSE  

Statement of Intended Outcome, Five years:  We have 
successfully implemented educational opportunities for 
students with a focus on an individualized approach to 
education and have a rigorous accountability system in 
place to ensure that we are maximizing the learning poten-
tial of each and every student. 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

1.1 We continue to enhance our evaluation and accounta-
bility systems to regularly and rigorously assess the pro-
gress we have made in expanding both the scope and depth 
of our educational opportunities for our students and staff, 
and the impact it is having on our students. 

1.2 We continue to enhance our professional development 
opportunities for our staff and school board with a clear 
focus on increasing student achievement including social/
emotional/behavioral development. 

1.3 We take steps to ensure that our curricular offerings 
and our approach to education is research-based and differ-
entiated, and in line with or exceeding what is required 
through both state and federal standards. 

1.4 We continue to advance our technology in a manner 
that enhances learning opportunities for our students, staff, 
and parents/families. 

1.5 We continue to explore additional funding options to 
enhance student achievement such as after-school pro-
grams. 

1.6 We will provide opportunities for staff and board mem-
bers to demonstrate to students, parents, and the communi-
ty they are role models for Frenchtown students. 

GOAL AREA #2: TECHNOLOGY   

Statement of Intended Outcome, Five years:  We have 
successfully integrated technological advancements into 
the curriculum to ensure that our students have access to 
and are effectively utilizing current technologies that en-
hance their learning capabilities and experiences.   

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

2.1 We continue to expose our students to technological 
advancements that enhance student learning. 

2.2 We continually improve the hardware/software infra-
structure of our schools to allow our students and staff to 
have access to technological tools that enhance student 
learning. 

2.3 We utilize any budget flexibilities and any other reve-
nue streams that provide us with enhanced resources to 
ensure that our students have access to technological ad-
vancements that further their learning experiences. 

2.4 We enhance professional development opportunities 
for staff with an emphasis on mastering technology ad-
vancements to expand learning opportunities for our stu-
dents. 

2.5 We enhance our technology support systems for our 
staff, students and parents/families. 

2.6 We continue to increase technology and social media 
education for our students, staff and parents/families. 

2.7 We identify and utilize universal, consistent communi-

cation tools to share information with staff, students and 
parents/families. 

GOAL AREA #3: SAFETY AND SECURITY   

Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years: We have 
successfully improved the safety of our schools and our 
facilities by making safety a priority and by changing the 
mindset of our students and staff to take a proactive ap-
proach to injury prevention and other safety and security 
measures.  

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

3.1 We continue to enhance safety education with an em-
phasis on changing culture and focus from reaction to pre-
vention among all staff. 

3.2 We continue to regularly review our safety plan, secu-
rity policies, procedures and internal practices to ensure 
that they are up to date. 

GOAL AREA #4: FACILITIES  

Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years:  We have 
developed a comprehensive Facilities Plan that supports 
our students and staff, student learning and our vision for 
the future and the initiatives identified in this Strategic 
Plan.  

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

4.1 We continue to perform comprehensive needs assess-
ments and identify priorities on both a short-term and long-
term basis. 

4.2 We utilize any and all flexibilities and revenue streams 
that provide us with enhanced resources to ensure that our 
facilities are meeting the needs of our students, staff and 
community. 

4.3 We continue to take proactive steps to communicate 
with the community about anticipated facility changes and 
enhancements to ensure that the community is well in-
formed and understands the rationale and need for such 
changes and/or enhancements. 

GOAL AREA #5: WELLNESS  

Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years: We have 
enhanced our health and wellness programs for our stu-
dents and staff through education and other programs that 
focus on the importance of healthy lifestyles and making 
healthy decisions that have positive long-lasting impacts.  

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

We continue to: 

5.1 Take the lead on a community garden (Freedom Gar-
dens) that provides healthy nutrition for our students and 
staff through North Campus volunteer efforts. 

5.2 Provide alcohol and drug prevention education based 
on sound research and practices. 

5.3 Enhance our CPR and AED training. 

5.4 Address the issue of child hunger in our community. 

5.5 Provide education related to effectively managing 
stress through research-based programs and move toward 
becoming a Trauma Informed School. 

5.6 Enhance our education on the importance of healthy 
nutrition. 

5.7 Provide physical activity opportunities for all students, 
staff and the community including but not limited to en-

hanced accessibility and versatility. 

5.8 Collaborate with the community to provide wellness 
education and activities available to our students, staff and 
community members. 

5.9 Promote opportunities for alternative forms of non-
traditional lifetime fitness activities for elective credit. 

5.10 We will provide opportunities for staff and board 
members to demonstrate to students, parents, and the com-
munity they are role models for Frenchtown students. 

GOAL AREA #6: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT   

Statement of Intended Outcome, Five Years: We have 
successfully enhanced the knowledge and engagement of 
our community.  As a result of our efforts our community 
is well informed about our priorities and fully supports our 
vision for the future of our District.  

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 

6.1 We continue to promote our schools and our strategic 
goals through a variety of resources. 

6.2 We utilize a variety of communication strategies and 
tools including social media to ensure that we are effec-
tively informing parents/families and our community about 
the positive things that are happening in our schools and 
across the District. 

6.3 We will develop a community engagement action plan 
that identifies and implements specific strategies to 
strengthen our relationship and communication with our 
community. 

6.4 We continue to promote and encourage engagement 
and participation of parents/families and community mem-
bers in our school programs, services and activities. 

6.5 We continue to develop our relationships and collabo-
ration with businesses to provide greater opportunities for 
our students and increased resources for the District. 

The Strategic Plan lined out with the direction that district 
constituents wants the board to proceed to help foster, 
nurture, improve, and continue the excellence in the educa-
tional environment in Frenchtown.  The entire FTSD Stra-
tegic Plan is posted on www.ftsd.org for the public to re-
view. 

 
INFORMATION ON WINTER SCHOOL CLOSURE 
POLICY 
Please check the FTSD website www.ftsd.org  on the 
mornings when you are concerned if school will be held or 
not because of inclement weather.  School cancellations 
and late starts will be posted on the Live Feed.  The Dis-
trict also has the IC message system that will send out a 
phone call, a text message, or email alerts for school clo-
sures or delays. The district will also make an effort to 
update parents and students on the website about the status 
of school in Frenchtown when there have been cancella-
tions of other area schools but not for FTSD #40. Lately, 
the freezing rain hasn’t created issues until 6:30 am or so.  
We will try to make calls as close to 6:00 am, but we have 
experienced changing conditions after 6:00 am.  

 
The media has done a nice job of getting our information 
to their websites and notifying the public on school clo-
sures or delays. If you don't hear Frenchtown mentioned in 
a listing of school closures, then know that we are hold-
ing school. 
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However, if you are in a location that does not al-

low for safe passage to school or to the bus stop, 

then as a parent, you are the best person to deter-

mine if your child/children should attend school on 

a day when the weather is bad.  If a student is ab-

sent because you could not get them to the bus stop 

or school, please notify the school and your child 

will be marked as an excused absence for that day.   

 

DISCRETIONARY NONRESIDENT STUDENT 

ATTENDANCE APPLICATIONSS DEADLINE 

APPROACHING 

For the 2022-2023 school year FTSD #40 accepted 

applications for out of district student attendance.   

However, there is a deadline of February 1, 2022 

for any out of district student attendance applica-

tions for the current school year.  The deadline is 

fast approaching.  So if you are aware of any fami-

lies who are considering transferring their out of 

district students to Frenchtown, please remind 

them of the deadline. 

 

There are specific rules about the acceptance of 

nonresident students.  The first one is an applica-

tion must be filled out (which includes a request for 

student records).  Next, except as otherwise provid-

ed by law, admission to the District as a nonresi-

dent student would be a privilege.  The Board, rec-

ognizing an educational requirement of its resident 

students includes the need for an orderly educa-

tional process and environment, established crite-

ria for the discretionary admission of nonresident 

students.  Please contact a building principal for 

more information. 

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN SAFE –  

R E G I S T E R E D  S E X  O F F E N D E R S                                

The Montana Department of Justice has a website 

that you can access and by just putting in your zip 

code it will give you a listing of any registered sex 

offenders and violent offenders living in your area.  

This website is updated by the Department of Jus-

tice regularly so you might want to check it on at 

least a monthly basis.  The website is entitled Sex-

ual and Violent Offenders Registry and in addition 

to the ability to find the names and addresses, it 

has many other interesting facts and information.  

Go to http://doj.state.mt.us/svor  for this infor-

mation. 

HAVE A GREAT FEBRUARY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 No School February 21st 

Elks Club Student of Month  
Congratulations to Evan Ellington and Sadie Smith they 

have been selected as the January “Elk Students of the 

Month,” and will be among those included in those consid-

ered for “Elk Student of the Year” recognition at the end of 

this school year. The students are selected by their teachers 

and counselors based on academic excellence, community 

service, school involvement and leadership. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please make sure to check out the live stream on the new 

website to see some of the “in-class” happenings at the HS. 

Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter.  

Please remember all meals are free for All Students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences are Wednesday and Thursday 

March 2nd and 3rd from 3:30 – 7:00. There is no school 

Friday, March 4, 2021. 

 

Parking Reminder for All 

When you enter the French-

town School District North 

Campus please park in the 

designated parking lots. The 

loop is not a parking lot. Signs 

along the roadway and red 

paint on the asphalt warn mo-

torists to avoid parking in the 

loop. The loop is a fire lane 

and we must keep it free from congestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduation 

Graduation is currently scheduled for Sunday May 29th 

2022 at 1:00 p.m. 
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Second semester brings lots of testing! 
 
On April 12th, the juniors will take the ACT, free of 
charge, during the school day.  We encourage all juniors to 
prepare for the ACT by taking a full length practice test 
and familiarizing themselves with the format of the test.   
 
Sophomores will take the Pre-ACT test at school on Apr il 
11th.  There is no charge for the test.  .    
 
Seniors should have already signed up for AP testing that 
will take place at the start of May.  Check the College 
Board website for specific testing dates or feel free to con-
tact the high school counselors with any questions.  
 
Testing Tips 
For many students testing brings stress and anxiety.  
Woodburn Press offers some strategies to prepare your 
mind and body in order to alleviate some of that stress and 
anxiety.  Their tips are below: 

 Before the test practice visualization.  Close your eyes 
and imagine yourself taking the test, answering the 
questions correctly, and getting the score you want.  
Do this several times. 

 The night before the test, get 8 hours of sleep. 

 Get up early enough the day of the test to eat a good 
breakfast and avoid feeling rushed. 

 Get to the testing session early and bring everything 
you need.  Walk into the testing area with your head 
up and your shoulders back.  If you act confident, you 
just may find that you feel more confident. 

 Before you begin, think positive thoughts.  If you are 
feeling anxious, take several slow deep breaths. 

 Relax, and do your best.  (Taken from Preparing for 
Tests, Woodburn Press) 

 
Hopefully these tips help students excel on the CRT, 
SBAC, MAP, ACT and AP tests they will take this year☺ 
 
To view future ACT and SAT testing dates and to reg-
ister to test, please visit www.actstudent.org or  colleg-
ereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat.  
 

MUS Honors Scholarship Application for 
seniors attending an MUS University  
 
2022-2023 Class Registration 
We will be giving grade level class registration presenta-
tions for the 22-23 school year at the end of February and 
beginning of March. Following the presentations, students 
will begin requesting classes for the upcoming school year 
through the Infinite Campus Portal.  If your student does 
not have access to the portal, please encourage them to 
visit with us to set up their account.  The portal will be 
open February 24th – March 7th at 3:30. 
 

Junior Parent Night – March 2nd at 6:00 in the high 
school gym.  We will discuss information regarding senior 
class registration and life after high school planning.  
 
8th Grade Parent Night – March 3rd at 6:00 in the high 
school gym.  We will go over high school requirements 
and the registration process. 
 
Bronc Fast Track Program 
Frenchtown High School is proud to announce the Bronc 
Fast Track Program.  The program provides a pathway for 
high school students to earn 30+ college credits. 
 
We will be holding a meeting for current freshmen stu-
dents and their parents who are interested in learning more 
about the program.  The meeting will be February 8th at 
6:00 in the high school auditorium.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 
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We will start coordinating transition days from 5th 

(Intermediate) to 6th (Middle School) and 8th (Middle 

School) to 9th (High School).  More information to come 

in the February Newsletter on both the 5th grade and 8th 

grade transitions to new schools. 

 

End of 2nd Quarter  

 Second Quarter ends on Thursday, January 13, 2022. 

 No School on Friday, January 14, 2022. 

 Report Cards will be mailed home by Tuesday, Janu-

ary 25, 2022. 

 Please note:  Students will be given until Tuesday, 

January 18, 2022 to complete any late work for 2nd 

quarter!  This is due to the snow/ice day we had on 

Wednesday, January  12, 2022. 

 This is also a great time to restock your children’s 

school supplies:  pens, pencils, paper (basic school 

supplies). 

8th Grade Promotion  

 Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at 6:30 pm in the High 

School Gym 

 Student Fun Activity Day --- Wednesday, June 1, 

2022 (Activity to be determined) 

MS Girls Basketball --- 7th and 8th grade try-outs start on 
Monday, January, 24, 2022 at 3:30 pm. 

 Current Physical and Permission Slip Must be in 

Dragonfly 

 Contact Middle School Office for Dragonfly Infor-

mation at 626-2650 

 $30.00 one time participation fee if students have not 

participated in a sport this school year 

 Coaches:  8th grade --- Mrs. Job and Mr. Criner 7th 

grade --- Ms. Matter and Ms. Harvey 

MS Wrestling --- 6th, 7th, 8th grade (boys/girls) – tentative 
start date Monday, February 14, 2022 

 Current Physical and Permission Slip Must be in 

Dragonfly 

 Contact Middle School Office for Dragonfly Infor-

mation at 626-2650 

 $30.00 one time participation fee if students have not 

participated in a sport this school year 

 Coaches Mr. Rasmussen and Mr. Warner  

6th Grade Music Concert  

 Monday, January 31 at 6:30 pm in the MS Gym. 

 

Honor Society Information 

Frenchtown Middle School is excited to announce that we 

have become a chartered and affiliated chapter of the Na-

tional Junior Honor Society. Membership is open to those 

students who meet the required standards in five areas of 

evaluation: scholarship, service, leadership, character, and 

citizenship. Students are selected for membership by ma-

jority vote of a five-member principal-appointed faculty 

council, which bestows this honor upon qualified students 

on behalf of the faculty of our school each year. 

Students in grades 6-8 are eligible for membership. For 

the scholarship criterion, a student must have a cumulative 

GPA of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 scale. This spring, students 

who meet this criterion are invited to complete a Candi-

date Application Form that provides the faculty council 

with information regarding the candidate’s leadership and 

service. To evaluate a candidate’s character, the faculty 

council uses two forms of input. First, school disciplinary 

records are reviewed. Second, members of the faculty are 

solicited for input regarding their professional reflections 

on a candidate’s service activities, character, and leader-

ship.  

Any solicited faculty input and all Candidate Forms are 

carefully reviewed by the faculty council to determine 

membership. A majority vote of the council is necessary 

for selection. Candidates are notified regarding selection 

or non-selection. Following notification, a formal induc-

tion ceremony is held at the school to recognize all the 

newly selected members. Once inducted, new members 

are required to maintain the same level of performance (or 

better) in all four criteria that led to their selection.  

Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Lucier and are 

due by Friday, February 18th. 

 

Parent-Teacher Conference Information 

 School will be released at 12:30 pm on both Wednes-

day-Thursday, March 2-3, 2022.   

 There will be no school on Friday, March 4, 2022. 

 Conferences will be from 3:30 to 7:00 pm both 

nights. 

Ski Trip information at all MS levels 

 Cost of Ski Trip is $35.00/various rates if have own 

equipment (Cash or check made out to Frenchtown 
Schools). 

 All students must wear a helmet and have a ski lesson 

(experienced snow boarders/skiers may opt out of lesson). 

 Students can request at lunch from Frenchtown 

Schools, bring a lunch, or buy a lunch at Lookout the day 
of the ski trip. 

 Students who choose not to go on the ski trip my stay 
home for the day or come to school – one or two teachers 
will be staying back at each grade level. 

 Please get all permission slips and fee into the school 

as soon as possible. 

 6th grade ski trip --- Tuesday, January 25, 2022 --

  (Fees due to the school on Monday, January 24). 

 7th grade ski trip  --- Tuesday, February 1, 2022 – 
(Fees due to the school on Monday, January 31). 

 8th grade ski trip --- Tuesday, February 8, 2022 – (Fee 
due to the school on Monday, February 7). 

 Students will leave the Middle School at 8:30 am and 
arrive back at the school between 5:45 and 6:15 pm.  – No 
parent chaperones on the bus and all students are required 
to wear a facemask on the bus. If you have any questions 
please reach out to blackecohlhepp@ftbroncs.org or tres-
cunningham@ftsd.org 
 

2021-2022 
Helpful Tips for Parents/Guardians 

 
Welcome to Frenchtown Middle School!   
 

 School Day   
 
First bell rings at 8:10 a.m.  
 
Day Begins @ 8:20 a.m.  
 
Day Ends @ 3:27 p.m.  
 

Below are some important tips for parents/
guardians (but are subject to change due to COVID19). 

 After School Arrangements – (1) If you and your 

child have communicated after-school arrangements, 
the office does not need to know about these arrange-
ments.  Example:  if a parent/guardian conveyed to 
their child they will pick them up after school and 
they will not be riding the bus, the office does not 
need to know.  (2) Last minute after school changes 
must be communicated to the office by 2:00 p.m.   
We will have more flexibility with after school 
arrangements/communications as we are asking 
our community to help transport students to and 
from school on a regular basis again this academic 
year. 

 Attendance - When you know your child is going to 
be absent, please call the Frenchtown Middle School 
office at (406) 626-2650 to repor t the absence and 
reason for the absence (appointment, taking the day 
off, sick).  The office has voice mail 24/7.   

 Sick Children – During the 2021-2022 school year, 

FTSD is asking parents and students to monitor 
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themselves closely and on a daily basis.  If a child is not 
feeling well/has a fever, please keep them home for the 
safety and well-being of our students, staff, and communi-
ty at Frenchtown Schools. 
 

Backpacks – Backpacks will be allowed in classrooms 

this academic year.  
  

Bus Notes – By school board policy, we do not 
transport children to friend’s houses.  School bus transpor-
tation is limited to the safe transportation of students to 
and from their homes, daycare providers for younger stu-
dents, and school sponsored events such as team sports 
and field trips.  All transportation requests must be sub-
mitted to the office by 2:00 p.m.  Bus drivers will not 
accept notes written by parent/guardian.  Please limit 
these requests this academic year!  It is extremely im-
portant that we keep our bus routes safe and not over-
crowd them with students. 
 

Cell Phones – Each grade level team will have a cell 
phone collection policy at the beginning of the academic 
day for each homeroom.  Students should not have their 
cell phones in their clothing.  Cell phones are not to be 
used at lunch/recess.  We will allow students to come to 
the office and use their cell phone to call parents during 
the academic day.  If you need to talk to your student, 
please call the Middle School Office at 626-2650. 
 
 

Daily Announcements - The announcements (“Bronc 
Com”) are posted daily on the website.   
www.ftsd.org 
Menu 
Our Schools 
Middle School (6-8) 
Bronc Com (Daily Announcements) 
Click on the Date 
 

Face Masks -  Are recommended but not required this 
academic year. 
 

Infinite Campus Parent Portal - If you want to keep 

abreast of your child’s academic progress and have not 
signed up for the Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal, 
please contact the office for the instructions.  As a parent, 
you can access all of your children’s information once you 
have signed in. 
 

Lockers – Students will have assigned lockers.  For 

the safety of all students, locks must be on student lockers 
and locked at all times.  If a student loses a lock, they will 
be required to purchase a new lock for $10.00 in the of-
fice.  A receipt will be given for the purchase.  We are 
asking students to use lockers for band instruments, 
coats, practice gear, and to carry the majority of their 
supplies in their backpacks.  There will be no sharing 
or changing of assigned lockers. 
 

Lunch Recess – No food or drink outside.  No cell 

phones outside.  Students are to stay within the recess 
boundaries – lawn area outside the middle school, and 
basketball court.  Snowball throwing is prohibited. No 
tackle football is allowed at recess. 

 

Medication – If your child must take medication of 

any kind during school hours, a parent/guardian must: 
Fill out and return to the office a “Permission for Pre-
scribed and Over-the-Counter Medication” form.  
This “blue” form is located in the office. 
All medication, in its original bottle and with the prescrip-
tion information on it, must be delivered directly to the 
office by the parent/guardian and will be kept in the of-
fice.   
Medications may not be transported back and forth on the 
bus. 
Any remaining medication left in a container must be 
picked up by the parent.  If not picked up by the parent/
guardian, it will be disposed of. 
 

Physical Education (PE) – No food, drink, gum, per-
fume, or aerosols in the gym/locker room.    No jewelry is 
to be worn.  A student is allowed one parent excuse note 
per quarter to sit out of a PE class.  Thereafter, a student 
must have a provider /doctor ’s note and it must be 
turned in to the office.  If a student has had activity re-
strictions from a provider/doctor, a release back into gym 
will be required and must be turned in to the office.  All 
PE will be done outside, as much as possible, during the 
first quarter of school. 
 

Removal of Student During School Day - According 

to School Board Policy 3440P, if you need your child to 
be picked up by someone other than yourself (parent/
guardian), please notify the office in writing of who will 
be picking up and signing out your child during the school 
day.  A child’s emergency contact may not check out a 
child without the child’s parent/guardian giving the office 
prior approval.  For the safety of your child, this rule is 
enforced!  We will allow parents to call the office and 
come to the main Middle School Office door and we will 
bring the sign-out sheet to you.  

School Supplies – The school supply lists (one for 6th 

grade and one for 7th & 8th grade) are located in the left 
hand organizer outside the Middle School office door or 
online at (www.ftsd.org), Menu, Our Schools, Middle 
School, Documents.  Please replenish supplies on an as 
needed basis. 
 

Sports Forms – All students participating in Middle 
School sports must have the following form on file in the 
Middle School office before par ticipating in any spor t 
in the Middle School: 
A current sports physical – must be conducted AFTER 
May 1, 2021.  The sports physical must be turned in to the 
Middle School office and uploaded to Dragonfly. 

DragonFly:  The following two documents (Student-
Athlete & Parent/Legal Guardian Concussion Statement 
(one per year) AND Athletic Parent Permission Form (one 
per year – covers all sports) must be done on-line at 
Dragonfly: 
You must use a computer/laptop to first set up your Drag-
onFly account. 
Download the DragonFly Max app from the App Store or 
Google Play.  Or visit dragonflymax.com and click ‘Log 
In/Sign up’ to get started.  Tap ‘Get Started’ and ‘Sign Up 
for Free’ then follow the prompts to create your Parent 
account with your own email address.  Note: Please do not 
create an account with your child’s name or contact infor-

mation – you will get the chance to add your child.   
Verify your account with the verification ID sent to your 
email address.  
Tap ‘Connect to your school’ to select ‘Parent’ as your 
role and search for your child’s school (Frenchtown 6-8).  
After selecting your child’s school, tap ‘Join’ to request 
access.  An administrator at your school will approve your 
request.   
Tap ‘Set up your children’ and follow the prompts to add 
your kid(s) and fill out their participation forms.  
 
A one-time $30.00 participation fee per student may be 
paid on RevTrack (www.ftsd.org, Payment, Activity & 
Sports Participation Fees) or paid in the Middle School 
office.  This fee covers all activities, and provides a pass 
to all High School and Middle School athletic events.   
 

Staff Email - When emailing a school staff member, 

remember to put “Go Broncs,” in the subject line.  This 
assures the email will go through the district’s SPAM 
filter to the correct staff member. 
 
 
 
Principal Aaron Griffin – aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org 
(406) 626-2650 
(406) 626-2654 (FAX) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5th Grade Greenhouse Time 
All 5th grade students had the opportunity to go out in the 
greenhouse and learn about the aquaponics system. After 
they learned about the system, they started getting ready 
to grow plants as a grade level in the new gardening 
space. They voted on what seeds to start planting and are 
now getting ready to begin the process in the weeks 
ahead.   
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Frenchtown Rock Wall 
The Frenchtown School District rock wall is setup and 
routes are being put onto the wall the week of 1/18/2022 
through 1/21/2022. Information for after school classes 
and climbing in the gym will start in the weeks ahead.  

          
 
 
 
 

 
Donors and Sponsors for the Frenchtown 

Climbing Wall 
 

Thank you so much to everyone that donated during the 
last few Bronc Stampedes, as well as any other private 
donors and sponsors.  Your support is greatly appreciated 
and important to getting kids engaged in life long activi-
ties.  
 
Sponsors: 

Advanced Lawn Care 
Energy Partners 
Fire & Ice Graphics 
Frenchtown PTA 
Great Divide Physical Therapy 
Missoula Electric Coop 
The Shirt Shop 
Title Services, Inc. 
Tollefson Construction 
Western Interstate Construction 

 
Donors: 

Allegiance  
Big Bear Sign Company 
First Security Bank 
Missoula Bone & Joint, Surgery Center 
Republic Services 
Runner’s Edge 
TrailWest Bank 
WIPFli 
Frenchtown PTA  

 
 PE/Health Adoption  
PE/Health adoption is this year and the new texts are now 
arriving for review. We will be working though out scope 
and sequence over the next two months and should have 
new documents for the May board meeting.  
 

Electric Circuits in 4th Grade Science 
4th grade students have been having so much fun with our 
new hands on Science curriculum. It is such a joy to watch 
students interact with labs and experiments within their 
classrooms. Thank you to our Science committee that 
made this adoption happen.  
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4th Grade- Kindergarten Buddies 
Kindergarteners and 4th graders collaborated on a STEM 
challenge to see who could build the tallest, free standing, 
paper snowman. Each team was given 5 pieces of paper 
and 1 foot of tape. Teams were able to build their snowman 
in any way they wanted as long as it could stand on its own 
in the end. There was a tie for the win with the two snow-
men coming in at 31 inches tall! Snow much fun!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
March 2nd and 3rd – Parent/Teacher Conferences  

 
-Smarter Balanced (State Assessment 3rd-8th Grade) - will 

kick off in the middle of April  
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Hello Everyone! 

Hope the new year has brought new beginnings and 
an appreciation for all the great things around us here 
in the Frenchtown community. February is “I Love 
to Read” month. If you have a favorite book you 
would like to share with your child’s class,  please 
contact the classroom teacher to set up a date and 
time to come in and read.  
Thank you for supporting Frenchtown Elementary, 
we are fortunate to be able to move forward the way 
we are, it takes us all working together.  Please take 
care of yourself and let us know how we can best 
support you. 

 
Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Elementary Principal 
406-626-2620 

 

 

 
Preschool 
Guided Meditation for preschool 
and kindergarten students. They 
have built up to 10 minutes dur-
ing a relaxing time.  

 

 

 

 

 
Early Kindergarten 
This month has been busy and full of fun! Students have 
gotten back into the school routines and are working hard 
in the classroom! We began a new curriculum unit : cloth-
ing! Students have been learning about different weather 
patterns and what clothing would be appropriate for each 
day; as well as sorting based on attributes (size, color and 
shape). We had a wonderful opportunity to Zoom with a 
Nike designer in Portland, Oregon! Students loved design-
ing their own clothing.  
Kindergarten                                                    
In Ms. Geaudry’s class in January we are focusing on stay-
ing warm and learning about polar animals, making snow-
men crafts, being kind to each other and spreading peace 
with peace signs. We also rang in the New Year with time 
capsules with help from our 5th grade buddies. My class 
also enjoyed doing some fun winter science activities 
through Mystery science. We ended the month with Pen-
guin week, which the kids love learning about the different 
types of penguins, such as the macaroni penguin and the 

fairy penguin.  

For the month of January 
Mrs. Grout's class  learned 
all about winter and polar 
animals. We learned about 
polar bears and penguins and 
what keeps them warm in the 
Winter. We did some science 
experiments including how 
to melt a marshmallow with 
the sun. We also did a blub-
ber experiment with Crisco. 

We learned all about 
Martin Luther King. We 
also are continuing to 
learn more heart words 
and fine tune our skills 
at addition and subtrac-
tion within 5. 

This January we Miss 
Junyk’s class explored the 
question: What’s wild 

about weather? Students 
learned new vocabulary 
words, read stories and partic-

ipated in lessons on all 
things weather. We made 
windmills with our encod-
ing skills and drawings 
with labels about the 

weather. Students also began learning about 4 types of 
nouns and 3 types of verbs!  

 
January will be a busy month for Transitional Kindergar-
ten as we learn about winter, arctic animals, and create 
some fun Snow Art.  We will also be honing in on our 
engineering skills as we add a STEM center to our class-
room center rotation.  Toward the end of the month, we 
will begin focusing on kindness and how we can spread 
love throughout our school as we get ready for Valentine's 
Day in February! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Mrs. Musso's Kindergarten class we started the 
month of January by writing our own New Year's 
resolutions and creating snowman crafts. We fol-
lowed up by reading books from Jan Brett and learn-
ing about animals in the snow. The class also had fun 
learning about polar animals and how to survive in 
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in the polar regions. We ended the month by learn-
ing about different types of penguins and making 
penguin crafts.   

 
In January Ms. 
Juden's class 
learned about 
coding, robots, 
Martin Luther 
King Jr., snow, 
and Penguins. 
During our robot 
and coding unit 
our class dis-
cussed how eve-
rything a comput-
er does is a se-
quence of events 
and we even 
sequenced each 
other to do tasks 
around the room 
by giving specific 
instructions. We even got the chance to play with robots in 
the classroom and code a hopscotch game for each other! 
For our snow unit we 
did a lot of science 
experiments that 
tested temperature 
and made blizzards in 
a jar. This month was 
full of so much won-
der and fun!  

 
Mrs. Spoharski’s 
class took the op-
portunity to come 
back from break 
and re-visit our 
classroom rules we 
made at the begin-
ning of the year! 
We practiced pro-
cedures and continued to 
build our relationships with 
one another after being 
apart for so long! Our 4th 
grade buddies helped us 
brainstorm and write our 
New Years goals. These 
kindergarteners are very ambitious! We learned 
about MLK and came up with some dreams of our 
own. The rest of the month was spent exploring stem 
projects and reading some winter classics.  

 
1st Grade 
First Grade is kicking off the new year with lots of fun and 
learning! We’ve set some personal goals, done some re-
search about topics we want to know more about, and 
played in the snow! 
We learned about prepositional phrases, so we went out in 
the fluffy snow to practice!  What fun.  The students are 
learning about light and sound during science time.  Our 
gnomes helped us explore shadows and figure out how 

they move.  We also finished up our ocean unit and wrote 
riddles about ocean animals  to try to stump our friends.   

 
2nd Grade 
Winter Funderland in Second Grade! 

 
Our New Year is off to a great start in second 
grade!  We have kicked off our learning by starting a 
winter reading challenge. Students are encouraged to 
read at least 20 minutes per night at home and each 
classroom has a different competition happening.  
For example, Mrs. Undem is having her SuperStars 
compete in a boys vs. girls “snowball fight”.  It’s 
gotten extremely competitive and has really gotten 
the students on the right track for building lifelong 
reading habits. For reading we also get the honor of 
having Officer Rasmussen come into our classrooms 
and read us our story called “Officer Buckle and 
Gloria”.  We consider ourselves very lucky to have 
him join us! 
We also have begun our MAP Testing for winter.  
So far the growth that our students have shown this 
year has been really outstanding!  We cannot wait to 
see where our learning continues to take us! 

 
3rd Grade 

 
Happy New Year from the third grade team!  We are off 
and running into the finish line of quarter two.  The third 
graders spent the first week of the new year learning about 
K-9 police officers in reading.  They honed in on their 
ability to pull key details from informational texts, which 
they will continue to practice well into the future!  They 
also continued their study of subject-verb agreement!  
Since winter break, they’ve progressed from conjugating 
verbs to agree with specific nouns to having their verbs 
agree with pronouns!  In writing, students will complete 
their opinion writing masterpieces and transition to expos-
itory writing in the second half of January!  Their pieces 
are pretty convincing overall and they’ve made a lot of 
growth in their ability to support an opinion with evidence. 

 
In math, we commenced our study of fractions, which will 
take us into the third quarter!  Something you can do at 
home to assist your student’s understanding of fractions is 
allow them to bake or cook with you! In social studies, we 
will wrap up our units on climates in the United States as 
well as map studies.  From there, students will begin learn-
ing about the foundations of our country and progress 
toward a unit on the American Revolutionary War. 

 
Last, students completed their science unit on invisible 
forces like push, pull, and gravity.  Students designed 
iceboards in teams and were able to test their boards out in 
addition to applying their multiplication skills in order to 
determine production cost of their boards.  Next, students 
designed Rube Goldberg machines as a culminating activi-
ty for the second quarter.  In the second half of January, 
we began our unit on animals over time and heredity.  
Students had a blast investigating a watery cave and mak-
ing predictions about what created certain marks in the 

stone.  
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The amazing students of Frenchtown Elementary have been learning about compassion: self compassion, compassion to-
wards friends, and compassion for our community.  You may find one or all of the activities above something you would 
like to do with your family.  We are so excited to continue working on self compassion in the new year which will include 

healthy, positive self-talk and affirmations.   
Thank you for being amazing families!  We consider it such a privilege to work with your kids! 

Merry Everything and Happy Always,  
Mrs. America K-2 School Counselor, Miss Cohen Counseling Intern, Miss Maizie Counseling Intern 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 
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