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Course Overview

Description

Students in Grades 3 through 5 receive one 40-minute period of General Music instruction each week. The

music class consists of a wide variety of experiences that present music as a means of self-expression and

enjoyment, and as an academic discipline. Students learn music through active participation in singing,

musical games, listening, reading music, writing music, and playing a variety of classroom instruments.

Students are exposed to a large number of composers and performers relating to historical and cultural areas

from all over the world, as well as the instruments of the band and orchestra. Students are presented

materials in a sequence that follows a child’s natural ability at various stages of development. The concepts

and skills are divided up into activities that include rhythm, melody, terminology, texture, timbre, and

performance technique. Through this process and the development of their music literacy, students are

encouraged to appreciate music as an art which will become a life-long enjoyment and means of expression.

At the 3rd grade level, students are introduced to the recorder, solidifying their grasp of basic musical literacy

and learning the importance of playing an instrument. Following 3rd grade, students can choose to

participate in Band or Orchestra, taking private lessons for an additional 40 minutes a week. The opportunity

to join the school chorus is also provided to students entering 4th Grade.

Goals

This course aims to:

● Develop the rhythmic and melodic skills needed for musical literacy

● Support the comprehension and analysis of a variety of musical genres through critical listening

activities

● Develop and nurture both a love of music and advance skill technique through individual and group

performance

● Develop the skills necessary for the composition process through which students compose and

perform a variety of music

● Expose students to the foundations of theatre, including character exploration, plot development and

performance technique

● Support students in creating and performing original movement

● Develop kinesthetic awareness (balance, flexibility, strength, focus, concentration, coordination)

Materials

Core: Music Play Curriculum; Purposeful Pathways Levels 1 - 4

Supplemental: Silver Burdett Making Music 2003 edition, American Methodology, Adventures in Music

Listening levels 1 and 2

Resources

Grades 3-5 General Music Suggested Activities and Resources

Benchmark Assessments

Benchmark assessments are given in congruence with the elementary trimesters and focus on the main ideas

and anchor standards of the course. Students will be assessed in groups and as individuals through dictation,

sight reading, composition, and performance.

Modifications and Adaptations for Special Needs Learners

(Gifted and Talented Students, English Language Learners, Students with

Special Needs,  At-Risk Students, and Students with 504 Plans)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XYUi385QBfvwCUmZvpaia2vhpYDKKNZ9soy9bgKwLaU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17jxXj8M6NY9FS5d7zD-8CizkgDHb253Q-pv3KmnC7Nc/edit?usp=sharing


Scope and Sequence

(Pacing Guide)

Unit

Number
Topic of Study

Duration

(Weeks Taught)

1 Rhythm ongoing

2 Melody ongoing

3 Timbre ongoing

4 Terminology ongoing

5 Texture ongoing

6 Performance Technique ongoing



Unit 1 Overview

Unit Title: Rhythm

Unit Summary:

This unit builds upon the concepts learned in the K-2 rhythm unit. Students will have the opportunity to

perform, read, write, derive, and compose specific rhythmic patterns applicable to their grade level.

Suggested Pacing: Ongoing

Learning Targets

Unit Essential Questions:

● Why do we notate rhythms?

● How does the meter affect the way the notes are performed?

● Why do we need a steady beat when performing music?

● What is the difference between music and noise?

● How do the sound patterns we hear relate to the patterns in music

Unit Enduring Understandings:

● Almost all music is structured around a steady beat.

● Music notation gives us the ability to preserve and share music across cultures and times.

● Meter affects the way the notes are organized into heavy and light beats.

● To classify sound as music, the sounds are organized in some way.

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 1.

group and individual performance during class 2. Worksheets 3. Group discussion 4. Individual discussion

during activities

Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed multiple times a year in a group and as an individual,

through dictation, sight reading, composition, and performance.

Alternative Assessments: A written- or computer-based assessment will be used when necessary.



Objectives
(Students will be able to…)

Key Concepts
(Students will know...)

Suggested

Assessments

Standards

(NJSLS)

Understand and read music

with simple meter: 2/4, 3/4,

4/4.

Content:

Songs that have an easily

identifiable meter

Skills:

Perform different meters using

body percussion with heavy beat

on lap and light beats on

shoulders while singing a song.

Derive meter of a known song

through listening.

Derive meter of a known song

through reading.

1. Dictation of a known song

with students identifying

meter as well as rhythms

2. Composition of 8 measures

of music using given meter.

1.1.2.B.1 Explore the elements of music

through verbal and written responses to

diverse aural prompts and printed scores.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

Understand and read music

with compound meter: 6/8, 9/8,

12/8.

Content:

Any song in

6/8, 9/8 or 12/8

Skills:

Read and perform rhythms in

compound meter.

Compose a 4 measure piece in

compound meter.

1. Dictation of 4 a measure

rhythm. Students must

write a rhythm containing

compound meter: 6/8, 9/8,

12/8.

2. Sight reading and

performance of 4 or 8

measure rhythm

containing  compound

meter: 6/8, 9/8, 12/8.

3. 4 measure composition

must contain at least one

half or whole rest

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

Identify and perform half rests,

whole rests

Content:

Flash cards, worksheets, songs,

composition activities.

Skills:

Read and Perform rhythms

containing half and whole rests

Compose a rhythm containing

half and while rest

1. Dictation of 4 a measure

rhythm. Students must

write a rhythm containing

half/whole notes

2. Sight reading and

performance of 4 beat or 8

beat rhythm containing

half and/or whole rests.

3. 4 measure composition

must contain at least one

half or whole rest

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

Identify and perform rhythms

with single eighth notes/eighth

rests

Content:

Flash cards, worksheets, songs,

composition activities.

Skills:

Read and perform rhythms

containing single eighth notes

and eighth rests

1. Dictation of 4 measure

rhythm. Students must

write rhythm containing

half/whole notes

2. Sight reading and

performance of 4 beat or 8

beat rhythm containing

half and/or whole rests.

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

1.1.2.B.3 Identify and categorize sound

sources by common traits (e.g., scales,

rhythmic patterns, and/or other musical

elements), and identify rhythmic notation

up to eighth notes and rests.



9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.1.5.Cr1a: Use a variety of stimuli (e.g.,

music, sound, text, objects, images,

notation, experiences, observed dance,

literary forms, natural phenomena,

current news) to build dance content

Identify and perform

syncopated rhythmic patterns.

Content:

Flash cards, worksheets, songs,

composition activities.

Skills:

Read and perform rhythms

containing the syncopated

rhythm (eighth quarter eighth)

Compose a rhythm containing

the syncopated rhythm, eighth

quarter eighth

1. Dictation of 4 measure

rhythm. Students must

write rhythm containing

syncopated rhythm

2. Sight reading and

performance of 4 beat or 8

beat rhythm containing

syncopated rhythm

3. Composition of 4 measure

rhythm containing one

measure with syncopation.

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

1.4.5.Cr1c: Imagine how a character's

inner thoughts impact their actions and

collaborate to determine how characters

might move and speak to support the story

and given circumstances in drama/theatre

work.

Identify and perform one eighth

note and 2 sixteenth note

groupings

Content:

Flash cards, worksheets, songs,

composition activities.

Skills:

Read and perform rhythms

containing the one eighth note

and 2 sixteenth note

combinations

Compose a rhythm containing

one eighth note and 2 sixteenth

note combinations

1. Dictation of 4 measure

rhythm. Students must

write rhythm containing

eighth/sixteenth groupings

2. Sight reading and

performance of 4 beat or 8

beat rhythm containing

eighth/sixteenth groupings

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.1.5.Pr4b: Perform planned and

improvised movement sequences with

increasing complexity in the use of

time/rhythm by accurately transferring

rhythmic patterns from the auditory to the

kinesthetic and responding immediately

to tempo changes.



Identify and perform dotted

notes (dotted half note, dotted

quarter note, dotted eighth

note).

Content:

Flash cards, wo

rksheets, songs, composition

activities.

Skills:

Read and perform rhythms

containing dotted notes (dotted

half note, dotted quarter note,

dotted eighth note).

1. Dictation of 4 measure

rhythm. Students must

write rhythm containing

Dotted half (3rd grade),

Dotted quarter (4th grade),

Dotted eighth (5th grade)

2. Sight reading and

performance of 4 beat or 8

beat rhythm containing

Dotted half (3rd grade),

Dotted quarter (4th grade),

Dotted eighth (5th grade)

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.1.5.Cr2a: Select a choreographic device

to expand movement possibilities, create

patterns and structures and develop a

main idea. Use dance terminology to

explain movement choices.



Unit 2 Overview

Unit Title: Melody

Unit Summary:

This unit builds upon the concepts learned in the K-2 melody unit. Students will have the opportunity to

perform, read, write, derive, and compose specific melodic phrases applicable to their grade level.

Suggested Pacing: Ongoing

Learning Targets

Unit Essential Questions:

● Why do we notate pitch?

● How does the pitch placement affect the way the notes are performed?

● Why do we need different staves for pitch notation?

● What is the difference between music and noise?

● How does culture affect music?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

● Almost all instrumental and vocal music is structured around the concept of pitch placement

● Music notation gives us the ability to preserve and share music across cultures and times.

● Key signatures and modes affect the way the notes are related to each other, based on half steps,

whole steps, and skips.

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 1.

group and individual performance during class 2. Worksheets 3. Group discussion 4. Individual discussion

during activities

Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed multiple times a year in a group and as an individual,

through dictation, sight reading, composition, and performance.

Alternative Assessments: A written- or computer-based assessment with questions and answers will be

used when necessary



Objectives
(Students will be able to…)

Key Concepts
(Students will know...)

Suggested

Assessments

Standards

(NJSLS)

Identify and perform High do,

Low la, Low sol.

Content:

Pentatonic songs with easily

isolated phrases containing the

target notes.

Skills:

Read, perform and notate

melodic phrases using staff

notation and note names

1. Sight Reading

2. Dictation

3. composition

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

Understand and read music on

the 5 line staff and the  letter

names in the treble clef.

Content:

Songs and simple melodies

notated on a staff as well as

individual notes.

Skills:

Reading and notating notes on

staff, using letter names.

1. Mad Minute - quiz

2. Sight Reading

3. Dictation

4. composition

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.1.5.Cr3a: Revise movement based on

peer feedback and self-reflection to

improve communication of artistic intent

in a dance study. Explain movement

choices and revisions

Identify and perform fa, ti, half

steps, and whole steps.

Content:

Songs with easily isolated

phrases containing the target

notes and intervals.

Skills:

Read, perform and notate

melodic phrases using staff

notation and note names

1. Sight reading

2. Dictation

3. Composition

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

Understand major/minor

tonality.

Content:

Songs with easily identifiable

tonality. Do Pentatonic v. La

Pentatonic

Interval relationships Major and

Minor thirds.

Skills:

Identify major/minor tonality

by hearing it and reading it.

Playing and notating major and

minor intervals

1. Dication

2. Sight reading

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge



of music theory.

Read, write, and perform major

scales (C, F, G) and identify

their respective key signatures.

Content:

Diatonic Scales

Skills:

Read, write, and perform major

scales (C, F, G) and identify

their respective key signatures.

1. Reading key signature,

identifying correct scale

and notating it.

2. Reading notes on staff and

identifying correct scale

and writing out the key

signature

1.1.5.B.1 Identify the elements of music in

response to aural prompts and printed

music notational systems.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.4.5.Cr3b: Use and adapt sounds and

movements in a guided drama experience.



Unit 3 Overview

Unit Title: Timbre

Unit Summary:

This unit builds upon the concepts learned in the K-2 timbre unit. Students will have the opportunity to hear,

see and play musical instruments from different families and around the world. Students will learn key

characteristics in how the instruments sound in order to identify and classify them.

Suggested Pacing: 2-3 weeks per world region. 1 - 2 weeks per orchestra family

Learning Targets

Unit Essential Questions:

● Why do instruments sound different?

● How does the material used to make the instrument affect the sound?

● Why are there differences between instruments in different cultures?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

● The materials used to make instruments vary in how they  conduct the sound vibrations, therefore

affecting the way the instrument sounds .

● Different areas of the world value different sound qualities, therefore affecting the preferred sound in

instruments.

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 1.

group and individual performance during class 2. Worksheets 3. Group discussion 4. Individual discussion

during activities

Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed through aural and written quizzes as performance of

different instruments.

Alternative Assessments: 1. Students will have to opportunity to present an instrument or family of

instruments to the class, describing/demonstration the key attributes and playing technique

2. Students can play Instrument Bingo and World Instrument Bingo for a grade

Objectives
(Students will be able to…)

Key Concepts
(Students will know...)

Suggested

Assessments

Standards

(NJSLS)

Identify Orchestral instruments

by sound examples

Content:

Listening to various orchestral

recordings, featuring different

instrument families and solo

instruments

Skills:

1. Instrument Bingo

2. Instrument Jeopardy

3. Presentation of instrument

from a specific instrument

family

1.2.5.A.1  Recognize works of dance,

music, theater, and visual art as a

reflection of societal values and beliefs

1.2.5.A.2  Relate common artistic elements

that define distinctive art genres in dance,

music, theatre, and visual art.



Listen to an instrument and

identify family and instrument

name

1.2.5.A.3  Determine the impact of

significant contributions of individual

artists in dance, music, theatre, and visual

art from diverse cultures throughout

history

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

Identify world instruments by

visual and sound examples

Content:

Folk Songs and instrumental

recordings from various

countries and areas of the world.

Areas include: Middle East,

Ireland, Africa, Caribbean, Asia

(China, Japan, India), South

America, Russia, Europe

Skills:

See pictures or instruments and

identify their name and area of

the world.  Listen to folk songs

or instrumental recordings and

identify types of instruments

and area.

1. World Instrument Bingo

2. Listening quiz

3. Presentation of

instruments and music of

the region

4. Performance of an original

composition, written in the

style of the region and

using the appropriate

instruments.

5. Create instruments made

of recycled materials that

has same characteristics of

a type of world instrument

1.2.5.A.1  Recognize works of dance,

music, theater, and visual art as a

reflection of societal values and beliefs

1.2.5.A.2  Relate common artistic elements

that define distinctive art genres in dance,

music, theatre, and visual art.

1.2.5.A.3  Determine the impact of

significant contributions of individual

artists in dance, music, theatre, and visual

art from diverse cultures throughout

history

6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is

expressed through and influenced by the

behavior of people

6.1.P.D.3 Express individuality and

cultural diversity

6.1.P.D.4 Learn about and respect other

cultures within the classroom and

community

8.2.5.B.6 Compare and discuss how

technologies have influenced history in the

past century.

8.2.5.C.7 Work with peers to redesign an

existing product for a different purpose.

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

Identify and describe different

voice types and performance

techniques

Content:

Listening selections and songs

to perform  from varying genres

of music that demonstrate the

different timbres and types of

vocal performance.

Skills:

Critical listening and

performance critique of pieces

of music that contain different

vocal techniques

1. Quiz containing questions

regarding various voice

types and timbre

2. Compose a song for a

specific voice type and

teach it to the class

1.2.5.A.1  Recognize works of dance,

music, theater, and visual art as a

reflection of societal values and beliefs

1.2.5.A.2  Relate common artistic elements

that define distinctive art genres in dance,

music, theatre, and visual art.

1.2.5.A.3  Determine the impact of

significant contributions of individual

artists in dance, music, theatre, and visual

art from diverse cultures throughout

history



Compose a rhythm containing

half and while rest

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

1.4.5.Cr2a: Devise original ideas for a

drama/theatre work that reflect collective

inquiry about characters, plots and their

given circumstances.

1.1.5.Pr5c: Identify body organization.

Demonstrate use of elongated spine and

engage in release of tension from

spine/shoulders.

Unit 4 Overview

Unit Title: Terminology

Unit Summary:

This unit builds upon the concepts learned in the K-2 terminology unit. Students will have the opportunity to

learn the definitions and experience the concepts that define these musical terms

Suggested Pacing: Ongoing

Learning Targets

Unit Essential Questions:

● How do we show emotions through music, with and without words?

● How do dynamics and tempo markings change a piece of music?

● Why do we follow a composer’s dynamic markings?

● Why are music markings written in Italian?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

● The dynamics and tempo of a piece can drastically affect the interpretation of a piece of music.

● Dynamics, tempo, and other musical signs allow us to perform music the way a composer imagined it

to be.

● Music is written down to preserve it and specific words and terminology help us to interpret it, how

the composer intended for it to sound.

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 1.

group and individual performance during class 2. Worksheets 3. Group discussion 4. Individual discussion

during activities

Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed multiple times a year in a group and as an individual,

through dictation, sight reading, composition, and performance.  Short written vocabulary assessments will

also be given



Objectives
(Students will be able to…)

Key Concepts
(Students will know...)

Suggested

Assessments

Standards

(NJSLS)

Understand, identify and

perform gradual changes in

tempo (Ritardando,

accelerando)

Content:

Any known song which can be

adapted using ritardando and

accelerando. New written music

containing tempo markings

Skills:

Performing, conducting, and

analyzing known songs and

pieces of music using or

containing ritardando and

accelerando

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

2. Conducting and/or

perform a song, using

ritardando and accelerando

to be scored using a rubric

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

6.1.P.D.3 Express individuality and

cultural diversity

6.1.P.D.4 Learn about and respect other

cultures within the classroom and

community

1.1.5.Re8a: Interpret meaning or intent in

a dance or phrase based on its

movements. Explain how the movements

communicate the main idea of the dance

using basic dance terminology.

Understand, identify, and

perform  gradual and sudden

changes in dynamics (crescendo,

diminuendo)

Content:

All known repertoire that can be

adapted using dynamics. New

songs containing written

dynamic markings

Skills:

Read, perform, conduct and

compose music containing

dynamic markings.

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

2. Conducting and/or

perform a song, using

dynamic changes

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

6.1.P.D.3 Express individuality and

cultural diversity

6.1.P.D.4 Learn about and respect other

cultures within the classroom and

community

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

Understand that notes can be

articulated differently

(sforzando, accent)

Content:

All known repertoire which can

be adapted using dynamics. New

songs and musical pieces

containing written dynamic

markings. Performance

recordings with dynamics

Skills:

Read, perform, conduct and

compose music containing

articulation markings

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

2. Perform known songs and

instrumental pieces while

using dynamic articulation

of the notes. Ie: accents,

sforzando, subito piano

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

6.1.P.D.3 Express individuality and

cultural diversity

6.1.P.D.4 Learn about and respect other

cultures within the classroom and

community



CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

1.1.5.Re9a: Develop an artistic criterion as

it relates to the elements of dance in

specific genres, styles, or cultural

movement practices. Use dance

terminology to describe, discuss and

compare characteristics that make a dance

communicate effectively.

Understand and identify aspects

of musical form (introduction,

interlude, ending)

Content:

All known repertoire which can

be analyzed and/or adapted to

identify musical forms

Skills:

Read, perform, conduct and

compose music containing an

introduction, interlude and/or

ending.

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

2. Compose an 8 measure

introduction/interlude/end

ing to be used with a

known song

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

6.1.P.D.3 Express individuality and

cultural diversity

6.1.P.D.4 Learn about and respect other

cultures within the classroom and

community

1.4.5.Cn11b: Compare the drama/theatre

conventions of a given time period with

those of the present.

Identify, perform, and write

music using theme and

variation.

Content:

Written, listening and

performance of pieces like -

Mozart’s Variations on A Vous

Dirae Je Maman and other

pieces containing a theme and

variations.

Skills:

Read, perform, conduct, listen

t0,  and compose music

containing a theme and at least

two variations

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

2. Compose two variations to

known song, Like Hot

Cross Buns or other simple

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

1.4.5.Pr4a: Participate in, propose, and

practice a variety of physical, vocal, and

cognitive exercises that can be used in a

group setting for drama/theatre work.

1.1.5.Pr6a: Apply visualization, motor

imagery and breath to enhance body

mechanics and the quality of a movement

skill.

Understand and read music

with first and second ending.

Content:

Any songs or pieces that contain

a first and second ending

Skills:

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..



Read, perform, conduct, listen

to,  and compose music

containing first and second

ending

2. Compose a 16 measure

piece of music containing a

4 measure first and

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

CRP1. Act as a responsible and

contributing citizen and employee.

CRP4. Communicate clearly and

effectively and with reason.

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and

innovation.

CRP11. Use technology to enhance

productivity.

1.4.5.Pr5b: Physically and intellectually

investigate how movement and vocal

choices are incorporated and make

meaning in drama/theatre work.

Understand and identify Da

Capo, Dal Segno, Coda and DC

al fine.

Content:

Any songs or pieces containing

Da Capo, Dal Segno, Coda, or

DC al Fine

Skills:

Read, perform, conduct, listen

to,  and compose music

containing Da Capo, Dal Segno,

Coda, or DC al Fine

1. Written quiz with

definitions of musical

terms

2. Creating a “musical road

map” of a song, after

listening to the piece,

which shows what the

composer may have written

down.

3. Work in small groups to

compose a 24 bar piece of

music

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter..

1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of

music are used to achieve unity and

variety, tension and release, and balance

in musical compositions

1.4.5.Cn10a: Explain how drama/theatre

connects oneself to a community or

culture and identify the ways

drama/theatre work reflects the

perspectives of a community or culture.



Unit 5 Overview

Unit Title: Texture

Unit Summary:

This unit builds upon the concepts learned in the K-2 texture unit. Students will have the opportunity to

perform, read, write, derive, and compose music using various types of texture applicable to their grade level.

Suggested Pacing: Ongoing - Each Concept is included in a spiral curriculum that spans 3 years, so it is

listed as ongoing, however each item in the unit should span 3 - 5 weeks from preparation through

presentation and into ongoing practice

Learning Targets

Unit Essential Questions:

● How do the chords in a piece of music relate to the notes used in the piece?

● What ways can you add texture to a melody?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

● As layers of sound are added, the texture of the music is enhanced

● The more texture a piece of music has, the more interesting it becomes to listen to

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 1.

group and individual performance during class 2. Worksheets 3. Group discussion 4. Individual discussion

during activities

Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed multiple times a year in a group and as an individual,

through dictation, sight reading, composition, and performance.  Short written assessments will also be

given.



Objectives
(Students will be able to…)

Key Concepts
(Students will know...)

Suggested

Assessments

Standards

(NJSLS)

Read and perform music with

layered melodies

Content:

Songs that have  layered

melodies that can be sung

independently or together to

create new textures

Skills:

Perform different melodies

alone or layered together.

Compose melodies that can be

performed alone or layered

together

1. Singing or playing assigned

melodies in small groups to

create layered pieces of

music

2. Composition of 8 measures

of music following

guidelines to create.

1.1.2.B.1 Explore the elements of music

through verbal and written responses to

diverse aural prompts and printed scores.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.4.5.Re9c: Identify and discuss

physiological changes connected to

emotions on posture, gesture, breathing,

and vocal intonation in a drama/theatre

work.

1.1.5.Cn10b: Use an inquiry base to

investigate global issues, including climate

change, expressed

through a variety of dance genres, styles

and cultural lenses.

Use I and V chords to

accompany melodies

Content:

Any simple songs and melodies

that can be accompanied by I

and V chords

Skills:

Read and perform melodies with

I and V chord progressions

Notate chord progressions of I

and V  for known songs and

melodies

1. Performing in small

groups, to sing and play I V

I chord progressions to

known song

2. Composition of a simple

melody using the I V I

chord progression as a

framework for the melody,

and used to accompany the

finished piece.

1.1.2.B.1 Explore the elements of music

through verbal and written responses to

diverse aural prompts and printed scores.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

1.3.5.B.3 Improvise and score simple

melodies over given harmonic structures

using traditional instruments and/or

computer programs.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.4.5.Pr6a: Practice drama/theatre work

and share reflections individually and in

small groups, and

informally with an audience

1.1.5.Re7a: Describe recurring patterns of

movement and their relationships to the

meaning of the dance.

Use I, IV, and V chords to

accompany melodies

Content:

Any simple songs and melodies

that can be accompanied by I,

IV,  and V chords

1. Performing in small

groups, to sing and play

chord progressions using I

1.1.2.B.1 Explore the elements of music

through verbal and written responses to

diverse aural prompts and printed scores.



Skills:

Read and perform melodies with

I, IV,  and V chord progressions

Notate chord progressions of I

and V  for known songs and

melodies

IV and V chords  to known

song

2. Composition of a simple

melody using chord

progressions with I IV and

V chords as a framework

for the melody, and used to

accompany the finished

piece.

1.1.5.B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts

of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals,

chords, and melodic and harmonic

progressions, and differentiate basic

structures.

1.3.5.B.3 Improvise and score simple

melodies over given harmonic structures

using traditional instruments and/or

computer programs.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

9.3.12.AR PRF.4 Demonstrate knowledge

of music theory.

1.4.5.Re7a: Identify, explain and

demonstrate an understanding of both

artistic choices and personal reactions

made in a drama/theatre work through

participation and observation.

Unit 6 Overview

Unit Title: Performance Technique

Unit Summary:

This unit builds upon some of the performance techniques learned in the K-2 unit, while presenting two new

instruments with new techniques. Students will have the opportunity to perform, read, write, derive, and

compose specific pieces of music for the recorder and ukulele, as well as all previously learned instruments.

Suggested Pacing: Ongoing

Learning Targets

Unit Essential Questions:

● How can I get the best sound out of the instrument?

● What is the best way to play the instrument?

● How does posture affect the way I play and why?

Unit Enduring Understandings:

● The way you hold an instrument affects the way it sounds

● The way you stand or sit affects the way an instrument sounds and the ease of playing the instrument

● Instruments can be played with varying technique which affect the sound and ability to play them

Evidence of Learning

Formative Assessments: A variety of formative assessments will be used throughout the lesson, such as 1.

group and individual performance during class 2. Worksheets 3. Group discussion 4. Individual discussion

during activities

Summative Assessments: Students will be assessed multiple times a year in a group and as an

individual, through dictation, sight reading, composition, and performance.  Short written assessments will

also be given.



Objectives
(Students will be able to…)

Key Concepts
(Students will know...)

Suggested

Assessments

Standards

(NJSLS)

Demonstrate appropriate

posture and playing technique

on the recorder

Content:

Warm-ups and melodies that

can be played on the soprano

recorder

Skills:

Proper hand position for

holding the recorder and

fingering of notes on the treble

clef  (Notes - middle C -

1. Large and small group

playing.

2. Fingering drills that have

students place their fingers

on the correct notes

3. Solo performance of simple

songs

4. Student self and partner

assessment with a rubric

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

1.1.5.Cn11a: Observe and describe how the

movements of a dance in a specific genre

or style communicate the ideas and

perspectives of the culture, historical

period, or community from which the

genre or style originated.

Demonstrate appropriate

posture and proper playing

technique for strumming chords

on the ukulele

Content:

Simple songs with chord

progressions to be played on the

ukulele

Skills:

Proper hand and finger position

for playing chords

1. Large group, small group

and solo performance of

chord progressions

2. Written assessment,,

identifying chords and

filling in chord charts

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.

1.4.5.Re8a: Develop and implement a plan

to evaluate drama/theatre work.

Demonstrate appropriate

playing technique for finger

picking individual notes on the

ukulele

Content:

Simple melodies and warm-ups

that can be played on the

ukulele

Skills:

Proper finger position and

picking technique for playing

individual notes on the ukulele

1. Large group, small group

and solo performance of

simple melodies and

warm-ups

2. Written assessment

identifying notes and filling

in ukulele fingering charts

1.3.5.B.1 Sing or play music from complex

notation, using notation systems in treble

and bass clef, mixed meter, and

compound meter.

9.3.12.AR‐PRF.3 Perform a varied

repertoire of vocal and/or instrumental

music representing diverse styles, cultures

and historical periods.


