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January 25, 2022 

Sherman County School Community, 

First, I would like to thank our entire school community for your flexibility and continuous support during the 2021-22 

school year.  It has been our number one goal to keep school in-person, but we are currently facing severe staffing 

challenges that were exacerbated by additional absences that we heard about this evening.  We have unfortunately 

reached a tipping point that prompted a decision to pivot to CDL (virtual learning) for 2 ½ days (Tomorrow, Thursday, 

and 1/2 Day Friday).  I am sure this is not what many were wanting to hear, but it was made with the safety of all 

students and staff in mind.     

Please know that many factors were considered in this temporary pivot to CDL (virtual learning).  This included the 

number of staff and students who have tested positive recently, the number of staff in quarantine, the number of 

staff absences that we cannot cover with substitutes, and the safety and well-being of our entire school community.  

We are hopeful that this pivot to CDL, that includes the weekend (5 total days), will allow for all of our staff and 

students to return healthy to on-site learning starting Monday, January 31.  If we happen to experience more 

classroom staff absences caused either directly or indirectly by the virus, we may need to make adjustments to our 

CDL (virtual schedule).  If any changes are necessary, we will communicate this information to you.   

This is a perfect time to thank our amazing staff for keeping on-site learning running the past two days with nine staff 

members absent in various roles.  We had staff covering duties they are not normally accustomed to and pulling 

double duty in many cases. In addition, staff have shifted their regular duties to test students and staff when asked 

and to support the Test to Stay program.  My hat is off to all of them!   

After this 2 ½ day pivot (Wednesday, Thursday, and ½ Day Friday), Sherman County School will continue to prioritize 

keeping our entire student body in physical classroom spaces starting Monday, January 31. 

We encourage all students to log onto their respective Google Meet at 8:15 a.m. tomorrow morning.  As a reminder, 

the daily CDL schedules are posted on the Sherman County School website.   

I truly apologize for any inconvenience this may cause your family.  Together, we will all get through this! 

Sincerely, 

 

Wes Owens  
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