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Returning to On-site Instruction
Schools are fundamental to child and adolescent development and well-being. Schools provide our children and adolescents with academic instruction, social and
emotional skills, safety, reliable nutrition, physical/speech and mental health therapy, and opportunities for physical activity, among other benefits. The number one
goal for the Tipton Community School District is to maintain the health and safety of all students and staff.

The components of this Return to Learn plan were developed using guidance from the Iowa Department of Education, Iowa Department of Public Health and our
local County Health department.  The components listed within this plan are subject to change as new guidance and requirements are released by state and local
authorities.

We are also aware that COVID-19 and its variants are impacting our state, which may cause concern for parents of students who are not eligible for the COVID-19
vaccine.  Mitigation protocols may change throughout the school year depending on local conditions, as well as any state or federal governmental mandates that
would impact those mitigation protocols.
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Measures that will be put in place when the school returns to on-site instruction.

● The school start and end time will remain the same.
● The school professional development calendar and school days will remain the same.
● Instructional practices within the classroom will remain the same with a focus on bundling standards that support the priority standards.
● Learning platforms and assessments will also remain the same.  This will provide teachers the opportunity to provide students with various learning

opportunities that support voice and choice of the students learning path.

Academics

● K-12 instruction will return to normal focusing on the Iowa Core Standards and instructional strategies that address every student's educational needs.

Recess

● Recess will be scheduled to accommodate teachers schedule and lunch schedules

Classrooms

● Return to normal classroom routines.

School Activities and Events

● Return to normal activities and events.
● School activities and athletics will follow district procedures and refer to athletic union and public health guidance.

Health and Safety Protocols:

● Face coverings are recommended.
● Staff will not be obligated to enforce parental preference regarding masks.
● Face coverings will be available at each building.
● Hand sanitizing stations will be provided throughout all buildings.
● Social distancing and proper hygiene strategies will be encouraged.
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Food Service:

● Food service schedule will return to normal.
● Lunch lines will encourage social distancing and hand sanitizer stations will be available.

Transportation

● Buses will be cleaned and sanitized frequently.

● Masks should be worn on busses. Masks will be available on each bus.

● The first seat behind the driver will remain empty.

Technology

● Technology will return to normal schedule.

Athletics and Extracurricular activities

● Students and athletes that ride a bus to activities/events should  wear face coverings.

COVID-19 Safety Mitigation  
We have incorporated CCPH, IDPH, and CDC guidance which emphasizes implementing layered prevention strategies to protect people who are
not fully vaccinated including students, staff, and other members of households. These strategies may also decrease breakthrough infections in
vaccinated individuals.

● Frequent hand washing and hand sanitizing.
● Masks are not required but are recommended, according to CDC guidance.
● Physical distancing to the extent possible.
● Increased ventilation when possible.
● Regular cleaning as well as sanitizing of areas when an outbreak is identified.

Reminder: Staff and students should stay home while they are ill and not return until fever-free for 24 hours without medication and all
symptoms have improved. Please consider getting a COVID-19 test.

Isolation of Positive Cases

Students and staff sick with COVID-19 will remain home until:
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● At least 10 days since symptoms first appeared AND,
● At least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication AND,
● Other symptoms of COVID-19 are improving (Note: loss of taste and smell may persist for weeks or months after recovery and need not

delay the end of isolation.)

Students and staff who test positive for COVID-19 but do not develop symptoms will remain home until:
● 10 days have passed since the test was performed.

The above guidance applies to both unvaccinated and vaccinated individuals.

Quarantine of Close Contacts

A close contact is defined as being less than 6 feet away from an infectious person for more than 15 consecutive minutes AND the case, the
contact, or both were not wearing a face covering during the interaction. Acceptable face coverings are described in CDC guidance at
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html.

Student Close Contacts
● Parents/guardians will be notified, when feasible, via email, phone call or letter if the school becomes aware that their child has been

exposed to a positive person at school or extracurricular activity.
● IDPH and CCPH recommend, but do not require, unvaccinated close contacts to monitor for symptoms for 14 days and stay home until one

of the following criteria are met:
o Stay home through Day 10 if no symptoms have developed.
o Stay home through Day 7 if no symptoms have developed and the exposed person tests negative for COVID-19.

● If parents choose not to have their child quarantine, the student may attend school and extracurricular activities. If the student develops
symptoms or tests positive, the Isolation guidance will be followed.

Staff Close Contacts
● Staff will be notified if the school becomes aware that they have been exposed to a positive person at school or extracurricular activity. Staff

will continue to report to work/school activities and will monitor themselves for symptoms for 14 days after exposure. Masks are strongly
suggested at this time. If the staff member develops symptoms or tests positive, the isolation guidance will be followed.

Resources:
Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette Websites:
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● Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
● Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) https://idph.iowa.gov/Portals/1/Files/AntibioticResistance/tab2_handwashing.pdf
● Mayo Clinic https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/hand-washing/art-20046253
● National Science Foundation (NSF) Scrub Club https://www.scrubclub.org/index.php

Where to Get Information:  If an infectious disease outbreak or pandemic occurs, having accurate and reliable information will be critical. Here are several websites
to consult.

● Centers for Disease Control and Prevention https://www.cdc.gov/
● Iowa Department of Public Health https://www.idph.iowa.gov/
● U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) https://www.hhs.gov/
● World Health Organization (WHO) https://www.who.int/
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