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I. The Rome City School District will provide transportation for pupils consistent with the 

provisions of the state and federal laws.  Commissioner’s regulations and the Board of 
Education policy set forth herein. 

 
II. The safety and welfare of the students will be of paramount importance in the operation 

of the transportation program; however, due emphasis must be placed on the efficiency 
and economy of the total operation and yet meet the needs of the educational program. 

 
III. Distance Requirements: 
 

All of the following distance criteria are to be determined by measuring from the legal 
residence of the student to the school of attendance, using any device capable of such 
measurement including automobile odometers, over the nearest available public route. 

 
IV. Eligibility Requirements: 
 
 A. Elementary pupils attending grades kindergarten through five (K-5) who reside 

within the corporate limits of the City of Rome and live more than .75 of a mile 
from the school of attendance are eligible for transportation to schools within the 
school district. 

 
 B. Middle School/High School pupils attending grades six through twelve (6-12) 

who reside within the corporate limits of the City of Rome and live more than 1 
mile from the school they attend are eligible for transportation to schools within 
the school district. 

 
 C. Elementary pupils attending grades kindergarten through five (K-5) who reside 

outside the corporate limits of the City of Rome and live more than .3 of a mile 
from the school attended are eligible for transportation to school within the school 
district.  

 
 D. Middle School/High School pupils attending grades six through twelve (6-12) 

who reside outside the corporate limits of the City of Rome and live more than 
1.5 miles from the school they attend are eligible for transportation to schools 
within the school district. 

 
 E. With the exception of students classified disabled by the Committee on Special 

Education; transportation services will not be provided beyond fifteen (15) miles 
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as measured from the legal residence of the student over the most direct public 
route. 

 
 F. Where transportation services are provided for public school pupils, they shall be 

offered to all resident nonpublic school students of the same grade level in like 
circumstances.  In determining what constitutes “like circumstances” such factors 
as the student’s age, the distance from the pupil’s residence to the school 
attended, any additional cost to the district shall be considered, and residence 
within or outside the corporate limits of the City of Rome. 

 
 G. All children attending a nonpublic school outside the district are eligible for 

transportation to a nonpublic school which is fifteen (15) miles or less from the 
student’s home. 

 
 H. Where the district provides transportation to at least one student living within 

fifteen (15) miles or less from a nonpublic school, the Board shall designate on or 
more centralized pick-up points and shall provide transportation between such 
points and such nonpublic school for students residing in the district who live too 
far from such nonpublic schools to qualify for transportation between home and 
school.  The district shall not be responsible for the provision of transportation of 
pupils between their home and such pick-up points.  However, the district may 
provide school bus transportation to a pupil if the residence of the pupil is located 
on an established route for the transportation of pupils to the centralized pick-up 
point, provided that such transportation does not result in additional cost to the 
district. 

 
I. The Board may, within its discretion, provide transportation for pupils residing 

within the district to a nonpublic school located more than fifteen (15) miles from 
the home of such pupil provided that (a) such transportation has been provided to 
such nonpublic school in at least one of the immediately preceding three school 
years, (b) such transportation is provided from one or more centralized pick-up 
points designated by the Board, and (c) the distance from such pick-up points to 
the nonpublic school is no more than fifteen (15) miles.  The district shall not be 
responsible for the provision of transportation for pupils between pupil’s home 
and such pick-up points.  However, the district may provide transportation to a 
pupil if the residence of the pupil is located on an established route for the 
transportation of pupils to the centralized pick-up point, provided that such 
transportation does not result in additional cost to the district. 

 



POLICY 
           
SUPPORT OPERATIONS         5050 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

Page 3 of 5 

J. Elementary students grades K-5 who reside within the corporate limits of the City 
of Rome and in areas where transportation is provided may be required to walk 
up to .50 of a mile to a bus stop. 

 
K. Middle School/High School students 6-12 who reside within the corporate limits 

of the City of Rome and in areas where transportation is provided may be 
required to walk up to 1.5 miles to a bus stop. 

 
L. Elementary students K-5 who reside outside the corporate limits of the City of 

Rome and in areas where transportation is provided may be required to walk up to 
.3 of a mile to a bus stop. 

 
M. Middle School/High School students (6-12) who reside outside the corporate 

limits of the City of Rome and in areas where transportation is provided may be 
required to walk up to .5 miles to a bus stop.  

 
V. Disabled Pupils: 
 

A. A student under twenty-one (21) years of age who is entitled to attend the 
district’s schools and who has been designated by the Committee on Special 
Education (CSE) as a handicapped child under Education Law Section 4401, or a 
student with a disability under Section 200.1 (mm) of the Commissioner’s 
Regulations, shall be provided transportation in accordance with Article 89 of the 
Education Law as amended and Part 200 of the Commissioner’s Regulations. 

 
 The CSE shall establish the terms for such required transportation. 
 
B. Transportation will be provided during July and August to pupils designated by 

the Committee on Special Education as handicapped and in need of such services 
or programs.  The specific dates of such transportation shall be indicated by the 
CSE on the pupil’s individualized educational program (IEP). 

 
VI. Housing Developments: 
 School buses shall not be required to enter housing developments unless it shall be 

determined by the Assistant Superintendent for Finance and the Superintendent of 
Schools to be required in the interest of student safety to remove the bus from a 
hazardous highway.  In the event that a bus enters a housing development, it shall 
normally have only one or two pick-up points. 

 
VII. Private Roads and Unsafe Conditions: 
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 Transportation shall not be provided on private roads or dead-end roads.  Transportation 
shall not be provided on roads that are not maintained by city or town highway 
departments if the lack of maintenance makes it unsafe for school buses to be traversing 
these roads.  Some examples of unsafe conditions are flooding, road erosion, narrow 
roads, ice, snow, mud, etc. 

 
VIII. School Bus Scheduling and Routing: 
 
 A. Bus schedules, routes, and bus stops are established under the direction of the 

Superintendent of Schools in cooperation with the Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and other school staff or contractor. 

 
 B. Maps will be used in determining the transportation requirements necessary to 

satisfy the needs established by state law and Board policy.  This map will clearly 
show loading/unloading locations and routes traveled.  It will be reviewed 
annually. 

 
IX. School Pick-Up Points: 
 
 A. School bus stops are established by weighing a multitude of factors existing at 

every stop.  The district shall choose a bus stop with “reasonable” safety using 
criteria set forth in the Madison-Oneida Bus Safety Manual. 

 
B.  Parents are responsible for assisting children to get to the bus stop and home from 

 the bust stop.  Children should be at the bus stop 5 to 10 minutes before the 
 scheduled pick up. 

 
X. Child Safety Zones: 
 
 Section 191.1 of the Child Safety Transportation Act of 1992 (Chapter 69 of the laws of 

1992) allows school districts to transport students for distances less than the statutory 
transportation distance requirements.  Pursuant to these regulations, the Board of 
Education by formal resolution dated June 18, 1997 authorized pupil transportation in 
child safety zones. 

XI. Request for Students Attending Nonpublic Schools: 
 
 Transportation requests for students attending nonpublic schools should be received by 

the district no later than April 1 preceding the beginning of the next school year.  If a 
student moves into the district later than April 1, the request should be received within 
thirty days of establishing residence in the district, but preferably no later than August 1.  
All late requests, however, shall be considered by the Board of Education on the merits 
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of each case.  No later request for transportation shall be denied where a reasonable 
explanation is provided for the delay or where such transportation may be provided at no 
additional cost to the district. 

 
XII. School Activities: 
 
 Transportation will be provided from one school in the district to another for students to 

attend practice or rehearsals for school activities such as athletics, band, orchestra, dance, 
drama, and other school-related activities.   
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