
Minutes
Maynard School Committee Meeting
Monday, August 16, 2021, 6:00 pm

Remote Meeting

Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the
Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to
ensure the safety of all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School
Committee meeting.  This meeting was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology.  All members of
the public were invited to join the meeting virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the
meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under Maynard School Committee Meetings.
(https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)

Meeting Called to Order at 6:07 pm.  An attendance roll call was taken.
Mary Brannelly - Present
Natasha Rivera - Present
Lydia Clancy - Present
Elizabeth Albota - Present
Hilary Griffiths - Present

Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant Superintendent;
Jeff Ferranti, Director of Student Services; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant.

COVID Safety Protocols for School
This was an open forum, an opportunity for the community to share their thoughts about the
masking policy.  There will be no response tonight.

The final masking decision would be made at the August 19th meeting.

Mr. Haas noted that much was done last year for COVID.  He had received communications
from parents on both sides of the masking issue, in favor of and against wearing masks.   Will
listen to the community and make a recommendation on Thursday.  DESE has said that all
schools will be open this fall.

There was discussion about whether comments sent in would be read at this meeting or at the
next regular School Committee meeting.

Ms. Clancy noted it was the Chair’s discretion to set the format of the meeting.  Comments
have been read and will be considered before.  She requested to amend the agenda to have
only live citizens’ comments.

Ms. Brannelly made a motion to read comments at the end of the meeting if there is time,
otherwise, they would be read on Thursday night.

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


Ms. Griffiths 2nd the motion.

Ms. Rivera expressed concerns about not reading the comments which were emailed tonight.

Ms. Rivera made a motion to extend the meeting towards the end to allow for written
comments to be read if so necessary after verbal comments are allowed to be extended by 20
minutes and allow another motion at the end if need be.
Ms. Albota 2nd the motion
There was no further discussion

Roll Call Vote
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Elizabeth Albota - Yae
Hilary Griffiths - Yae
Lydia Clancy - No

Motion passed 4 (Yae) - 1 (No)

Citizens Comments

Laurel Mauroy, O’Moore Ave – sent Mr. Carriagianes and Mr. Haas her thoughts on masking with
attached research sources.  She asked for it to be at Thursday night’s meeting.  She said that even with
the Delta variant, children were at low risk, children were not super-spreaders, and mask mandates did
not impact schools and transmission, masks did not stop the spread of the aerosol.  Vaccinated people
were now spreading the virus.  There was a lot of research coming out around antibody-dependent
enhancement.

Julie Blazer – also emailed a comment and was in full support of universal masking and eating
outdoors when possible.

Tiffany Malicosky, Nick Lane – had concerns that parental opinion would be used instead of CDC
guidance.  She would like to see the CDC protocols used.  She asked what would the quarantine,
testing protocols, and cafeteria policies.

Jamie Wilkinson, Chandler St – had one child vaccinated and one not.  Felt it was important to follow
masking guidelines until all children could be vaccinated.

Bailey Thaxton, Prospect St – had a GM student.  Was in support of masks until children could be
vaccinated.  Wanted to know the quarantine protocols and social distancing being followed.

Eve Schluter, Chandler St – In strong support of masking for all staff and students and other
precautions since some students were unable to vaccinate.

John Mooradian, Roosevelt St – had 2 students below 12 and wanted to see masks on students.



Bernard Cahill, Gabriel Circle – said the best thing that could be done was to protect students from
COVID and wear masks.

Erin Cadieux Thompson St – had 2 students under 12,  was in full support of masking, more children
were being hospitalized with COVID.

Marcelo – asked about remote options that would be available.

Heather Becton-Hunt, Arthur St – said it was up to us as a community to protect the students and
vulnerable staff.  Supported outdoor lunch.  Her son had expressed anxiety about not being protected.
Felt that students were so resilient and didn’t care.  She felt it was more of an adult issue.

Sarah Erisman, Acton St – asked if students wear masks, what would be done about the anxiety or
mental health issues for students who exhibit signs.

Craig Force, Deer Path – appreciate the 1st caller’s information and would like to learn more about it.
Felt a moderate approach was warranted, it had a psychological and emotional impact.  Felt emotional
comfort by wearing masks.  For the masks, and also interested in learning more about the first
speaker’s information.

Olga Doktorov, MHS teacher – noted it was difficult when remote being unable to see the body
language of students.  Wanted to make sure her colleagues were safe.  Suggested options such as
face shields in order to see facial expressions at the high school level where the vaccination rate was
much higher, but was not sure if that was an appropriate option.

Julie Quatromini – asked to take into consideration students with special needs, especially those with
language barriers.  Masks made it more difficult to communicate.  She noted that masks during summer
school and summer sports were optional.

Teddy, Michael Rd – said his students played inside sports over the summer with no issues, felt it
should be up to the parents discretion.

Jess Krefting, Roosevelt St – in support of wearing masks, most effective way to keep everyone safe.

Dee Hart, Lincoln St – in support of students being masked.  Not just a personal responsibility, your
choice affects everyone.

Laura Bibbo, Old Mill Rd – has a Fowler student with underlying illness.  Would like masks to be
required, and outdoor lunches and social distancing whenever possible.

Ms. Rivera read the emailed comments.

Emailed comments as they were received:



We are the parents of Qiana Shurdut. We live at 30 old Marlboro Road in Maynard. Qiana will be
entering 1st grade this year at Green Meadow. We are asking the school board to require mandatory
masking inside the classroom.

We are joined in this call to action by every major medical and scientific organization, including the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the American Academy of Pediatrics.
Masking is the most important thing we can do to protect our teachers, staff, students and families
when children return to in-person learning. It is an evidenced-based, low-risk intervention that allows us
to prioritize in-person instruction for our children.

Most COVID-19 infections in Massachusetts are from the delta variant, which is much more
transmissible than the initial variant. While vaccines are effective, breakthrough infections occur and
those people might transmit the viruses to others. It still will be many months, at best, until a vaccine is
available to children ages 5-11. Children account for almost a quarter of COVID-19 infections, and up to
10% of them develop symptoms of "long" virus cases including fatigue, headache, abdominal pain and
lack of concentration. Even a mild COVID-19 disease in children would lead to further school disruption
and closures during recommended isolation.

To make masking optional would be to ignore the advice of every scientific and medical organization in
the country. It would be reckless and would add to the burden of illnesses and possible deaths from this
brutal disease.

We have seen first-hand the ravages of covid-19, as Qiana’s grandmother was stricken during  the first
wave of covid back in early 2020. Let’s do the right thing and require mandatory masking for all public
school students and staff. We have all sacrificed so much to this point in time; let’s not allow
covid-fatigue and complacency to lower our defenses when we are so close to the finish line, that being
vaccinations available for our littlest ones.

Thank you,
Scott and Min Shurdut
30 old Marlboro road, Maynard

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Hello,

I have 3 kids in Maynard schools – or I should say “had” as I recently withdrew them due to a lack of
assurance that MPS would keep my high-risk child safe and healthy at school. School is meant to be a
safe place for every child, but due to political rhetoric, misinformation, and apathy towards the ongoing
pandemic, it’s as yet unclear that school will be safe for any child, much less a high-risk one.
A year ago, the School Committee chose to begin the year in a full remote model. At that time,
Massachusetts had a 7-day average of 300 cases per day, less than 200 people in the hospital, and
approximately 20 new admissions per day. This year we have over 1000 cases per day, nearly 400
people in the hospital, and 60 new admissions per day, and we are dealing with a far more infectious
variant. Last week, Massachusetts admitted 10 children to the hospital, several of whom needed ICU
level care. Things are demonstrably worse, yet all mitigations have been removed and remote school
isn’t an option.



The science is clear – with proper mitigation in place, in-person education can be done safely. Universal
masking is the bare minimum and lowest effort mitigation that can be put in place, and in the absence
of a state mandate, the School Committee must take the responsibility for protecting our students with a
mask mandate, regardless of vaccination status. Additional protocols, such as distancing at snack,
lunch, arrival, and dismissal; contact tracing and quarantining; and enrolling in the state’s pooled testing
program will further reduce transmission in our schools.

Maynard has an obligation to provide a safe and healthy school environment that will protect every
student. Covid protocols don’t hurt anyone, but the lack of protocols exclude children like mine from
school - children for whom Maynard still has a legal and financial obligation to educate. I’m asking the
School Committee to step up and prove that Maynard cares about all of its children by putting robust
Covid protocols in place for the upcoming school year.

Catherine Johann
1 Fletcher St.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
I am the parent of an incoming kindergartner and I’m writing to express my support for a universal mask
mandate at Green Meadow this year. In light of the current Covid 19 surge, the rise in the Delta variant
and the risk it poses to children, and the fact that no children under 12 are vaccinated, I strongly
support a mandate for everyone in the building to be required to wear a mask, regardless of vaccination
status. Masking is a relatively easy, unobtrusive and effective way to protect everyone and help ensure
that children can safely attend in person school. In addition, I hope that Maynard will choose to follow
the recommendations of both the American Association of Pediatrics and the CDC for universal
masking in schools.

Thank you for your consideration,
Paul Fein, and Abigail Casabona
(No address)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hello,

I'm writing to express my concern about the idea of masks not being mandated in our school in the
coming school year.  The Delta Variant is surging and I am not comfortable sending my child into any
environment that will greatly increase her chances of either contracting this terrible disease, or at least
picking up the virus to spread to the immune-compromised people in our life.  This isn't just about a
single person, but the health of our entire family... and the entire community by extension.

Thank you,
-Brynn Hart
27 Lincoln St

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Riven Hart, Fowler Street



We empathize with the frustration that a global pandemic has caused. I wear a mask for 10-12 hours at
a time, outside on 100 degree days. They're unformfortable, sweaty, and have left acne scars I will be
living with for years. These consequences are still infinite better than the long term effects of a Covid
infection,which I have watched reak havoc on the health of my brother, Sister in law, and kids, as well
as incompasatate a close dear friend for the last year.  Disregarding CDC mask guidelines in a time of
a delta resurgence puts our children and amazing staff at astronomical and unnecessary risk. Please
continue to follow the medical advice of the agency created for this very reason.

Thank you.
Fowler St

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I am writing as a scientist and a mother to implore the Maynard Public Schools to implement universal
masking and other COVID-19 mitigation strategies for the upcoming school year. Both the CDC (1) and
the American Academy of Pediatrics (2) have recently recommended universal masking in schools,
regardless of vaccination status. The Delta variant of COVID-19 that is becoming dominant worldwide
is much more infectious than the original SARS-CoV-2 strain, with approximately 1,000 times higher
viral loads in infected individuals (3) and transmission rates higher than the common cold or flu and
similar to chickenpox (4). Children and adults carry similar amounts of virus when they are infected (5),
indicating that children can transmit the virus as well as adults. Outbreaks at summer camps and
children’s athletic facilities where masking and other mitigation strategies were not mandated have
shown just how quickly the Delta variant can spread (6,7).

Modeling of infection rates with the Delta variant shows that up to 70% of children who are not already
immune could be infected in schools in the absence of mask wearing, and 40% could still become
infected with mask wearing but the absence of other mitigation strategies such as health screening and
testing (8). While generally children experience milder symptoms and most do not require
hospitalization, a recent study shows that more than half of children infected with COVID have at least
one symptom that lasts more than four months, with 43% experiencing impairment from these
symptoms in daily life (9).

While vaccination of all who are eligible should be prioritized, universal masking is still essential for
protection of our school community. In the July outbreak in Provincetown, 74% of infections and 80% of
hospitalizations were breakthrough infections of fully vaccinated individuals, and the viral loads of
vaccinated and unvaccinated infected individuals were similar (10).

We may all be done with COVID, but it is not done with us. Please prioritize the health and safety of our
children, staff, families, and greater community.

Jessica Teague
2 Whitney Ave

1. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
2. https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidanc

e/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-guidance.html
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/clinical-guidance/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/


3. https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.07.07.21260122v2
4. https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/07/29/cdc-mask-guidance/
5. https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2780963
6. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-29/packed-minivans-line-up-for-covid-tests

-as-children-fall-sick?fbclid=IwAR2adU66-KeFBVDBDjc_IIEEsQ5AKsXf0nwN9Feapu3ScJPo
7bXEWqzjAPM

7. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7028e2.htm?s_cid=mm7028e2_w
8. https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-07-31/what-the-delta-variant-development-mea

ns-for-unvaccinated-kids?fbclid=IwAR0lNrhOv-WhJyMfzFfVnXW_jLDJFg8rt1gLd20zqgt_1F5
FbsXIu7JVJlM

9. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7927578/
10. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7031e2.htm?s_cid=mm7031e2_w

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I beg you to please require all students, teachers, and staff to wear masks when we return to school.
When the kids all wear them they do a pretty good job of keeping them on. If it’s just a few kids they feel
peer pressure to not wear it. The Delta variant is much more contagious and all the new science is
telling us that vaccinated people can spread it just as easily as non vaccinated. An unsuspecting
vaccinated teacher could easily spread it to a whole classroom of children that aren’t able to get the
vaccine. My husband and I wear a mask at work all day and truly do not find it to be an issue with
breathing, even with my asthma, and we both work very physical jobs.

Thank you,
Danyelle and John Mooradian, parents of children in GM and Fowler
21 Roosevelt St
Maynard, MA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We are Jess (healthcare worker) and Nick Krefting (physics teacher),  parents of a Green Meadow
student. We are writing to voice our support for implementing universal masking at all Maynard schools.
All available evidence indicates that SARS-CoV-2 will spread in schools without mitigation
efforts—including universal masking. The CDC and the American Academy of Pediatrics agree; both
agencies have released guidance that schools should mandate masks for students, staff, and visitors.
As of 8/5, the CDC recommends “universal indoor masking for all students, staff, teachers, and visitors
to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination status.” We implore you to listen.

Though infections in Massachusetts declined earlier this year as vaccination rates increased, the Delta
variant poses a serious threat. Delta is much more transmissible than previous variants, and data from
Middlesex County reflect that reality. Cases here increased roughly tenfold over the past 6 weeks
alone.

The science on kids and COVID is clear: children can be infected with SARS-CoV-2, can get sick with
and die of COVID-19, and can spread the virus. While kids are less likely than adults to experience
severe illness or death, the long term consequences of COVID infection on neurological, lung,
metabolic, and cardiovascular function remain unknown. Recent studies estimate that anywhere from

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.07.07.21260122v2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/07/29/cdc-mask-guidance/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2780963
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-29/packed-minivans-line-up-for-covid-tests-as-children-fall-sick?fbclid=IwAR2adU66-KeFBVDBDjc_IIEEsQ5AKsXf0nwN9Feapu3ScJPo7bXEWqzjAPM
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-29/packed-minivans-line-up-for-covid-tests-as-children-fall-sick?fbclid=IwAR2adU66-KeFBVDBDjc_IIEEsQ5AKsXf0nwN9Feapu3ScJPo7bXEWqzjAPM
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-29/packed-minivans-line-up-for-covid-tests-as-children-fall-sick?fbclid=IwAR2adU66-KeFBVDBDjc_IIEEsQ5AKsXf0nwN9Feapu3ScJPo7bXEWqzjAPM
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7028e2.htm?s_cid=mm7028e2_w
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-07-31/what-the-delta-variant-development-means-for-unvaccinated-kids?fbclid=IwAR0lNrhOv-WhJyMfzFfVnXW_jLDJFg8rt1gLd20zqgt_1F5FbsXIu7JVJlM
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-07-31/what-the-delta-variant-development-means-for-unvaccinated-kids?fbclid=IwAR0lNrhOv-WhJyMfzFfVnXW_jLDJFg8rt1gLd20zqgt_1F5FbsXIu7JVJlM
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-07-31/what-the-delta-variant-development-means-for-unvaccinated-kids?fbclid=IwAR0lNrhOv-WhJyMfzFfVnXW_jLDJFg8rt1gLd20zqgt_1F5FbsXIu7JVJlM
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7927578/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7031e2.htm?s_cid=mm7031e2_w


10-45% of kids<12 who are infected experience “long haul” symptoms lasting more than five weeks
after diagnosis.

Over the past 18 months, we have learned how to reduce transmission and infections. Masks are a
crucial, scientifically-proven mitigation strategy. Evidence from the CDC shows that the relatively low
levels of infections in kids during the 2020-2021 school year were, in large part, the result of school
closures and widespread mitigation efforts in schools, including mask mandates.

Wearing masks is a small sacrifice which will help ensure that our kids can remain safe while going to
school, which we know is important for their intellectual, social, and emotional development. We want to
remind you that it isn't alarmist to do as much as we can to protect our town and our children.

Masks should be required, especially for our most vulnerable unvaccinated students.

Thanks!

Jess and Nick Krefting
1 Roosevelt Street

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ms. Albota made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Ms. Rivera 2nd the motion

Roll Call Vote
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Elizabeth Albota - Yae
Hilary Griffiths - Yae
Lydia Clancy - Yae

Motion passed 5-0

Respectfully Submitted
Colleen Andrade
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools
Approved 10/21/2021


