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pr e par ing  f o r  
t he  f ut ur e
By Scott Olinger, Superintendent

After years of discussion, research, study and 
planning, the Board of School Trustees and 
administrators are ready to move forward 
with renovations to Plainfield Community 
Middle School (PCMS), as well as building 
what will become the fifth elementary school 
for the school corporation. 

PCMS, which was built in 1958 as Plainfield 
High School, has gone through several 
renovations through the years, including in 
2008 when it transitioned from PHS to PCMS.

The four elementary schools date back to 
1956 when Van Buren was constructed, and 
up to Clarks Creek, which was built in 1989 as 
the community's first middle school.

Clarks Creek finished the 2017-2018 school 
year with about 1,050 students on any given 
day. With grades K-5, plus Little Quakers 
Academy, that adds up to a lot of tiny feet 
and faces for one building, and we've heard 
from parents that, in fact, it 's too many. 

It 's also clear to anyone who drives west of 
the Dairy Queen that our community is 
experiencing tremendous growth. In 2003, 
the school corporation purchased 40 acres of 
land near the southwest corner of Moon 
Road and 600 South (Hadley Road).  

-- continued on page 3



Nat io nal  Me r it  Final ist s
Two Plainfield High 
School students 
were named  
National Merit 
Scholarship Finalists, 
representing 7,500 
students nationwide. 

Mary Czyzewski and 
Daniel Steely, PHS 
'18, advanced from 
the 16,000 
semifinalists in the 63rd annual program. 
Last spring, roughly 1.6 million high school 
juniors, representing 22,000 high schools, 

took the 2016 Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Czyzewski plans to 
attend Harvard or 
Georgetown to study 
International Relations, 
with the goal of serving 
as a diplomat one day. 
Steely will study 
mechanical engineering 
at Purdue or 
Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology, with the 

ultimate goal of adding ?inventor? to his tit le. 

PLAINFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION

Mary Czyzewski
National Merit Finalist

Daniel Steely 
National Merit Finalist

Few would argue that the role 
of school safety and security 
has changed dramatically from 
the time most adults were 
school-aged. It 's even a topic 
being considered by our state 
and federal elected officials.

While those conversations are 
taking place legislatively, the 
Board of School Trustees and 
administrators in Plainfield have been taking 
action. In fact, many of the measures being 
considered by elected officials have already 
been put in place in our schools.

For example, in partnership with the Town of 
Plainfield and Plainfield's Police Department, 
we now have four uniformed police officers 
working in our schools. PHS and PCMS each 
have a full-time officer, while two officers split 
their days between the east elementary 

Sc ho o l  saf e t y: The  PCSC Way
campus (Brentwood and 
Clarks Creek), and the west 
campus (Central and Van 
Buren).

In addition, every school has 
a buzz-in system, and 
improvements are being 
made to Van Buren and 
PCMS to provide even 
greater security via the front 

office and visitor entrance. And every school 
has a panic button that will immediately alert 
the town's first responders.

Does this mean no harm will ever come to our 
students? Sadly, none of us can promise that. 
But we can promise that our school and 
community leaders place the highest priority 
on the safety of our children, and will continue 
to ensure that we're doing everything within 
our power to protect students and staff.

Left to right: Chris Duffer, John 
Endsley, School Resource Officers 
at PCMS and PHS.



So in a true 
community 
effort, the 
school 
corporation, 
the Town of 
Plainfield, 
and key 
members 
of the 

community have worked together 
to facilitate the development of 
infrastructure necessary to make 
this a feasible location. This places 
the new elementary in the heart 
of the town's biggest growth area.

A few years ago we shared our 
Facilit ies Improvement Plan with 
Plainfield's taxpayers. It described 
the work that would be done to 
update Central, Brentwood, Clarks 
Creek and Van Buren elementary 
schools, PCMS, the Administration 
Building, and eventually, minor 
updates to PHS. In that same 
document, we estimated that with 
projected growth rates (at that 
time), the need for a new school 
would happen in the mid-2020s. 

Based on enrollment, class sizes 
and current growth projections, 
we've adjusted that timeline by 
just a couple of years. We 
anticipate opening the new elementary with 
the 2022-2023 academic year, and completing 
the PCMS renovations by the beginning of the 
2021-2022 year. 
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Thanks to careful maintenance, timely updates 
and prudent financial planning, we've been able 

to complete past 
projects without 
increasing the school's 
portion of property tax 
rates. And while we 
can't make any 
promises, we're 
confident that these 
next two projects can 
be accomplished with 
no, or minimal, tax 
increase to 
homeowners.

#QuakerFutures 
represents the 
culmination of 
Plainfield's ongoing 
plan to meet our 
community's learning 
needs by updating our 
existing school 
facilit ies and building 
our fifth elementary 
school.  

We know there will be  
questions in the 
coming weeks and 
months, so we've  
created what will be an 
evolving Q&A 
document. You can 
find it online at 

http://5il.co/3pau. We hope you share our 
excitement for #QuakerFutures, as we prepare 
Plainfield's students to be successful adults. 

Scot t  Olinger
Superintendent

(continued from page 1)
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?When are you going                                                                                                                                                                                                 
to start planning for 
the next school?? We 
often hear these types 

of questions from 
parents and other 
community members. 
Many who ask don?t 

realize that for our 
School Board, we are 
continuously planning. 

Businesses, coaches and students are all busy 
planning for the future, and 

your School Board is no 
exception. We are constantly 
looking years and even 
decades into the future. After 

all, we?ve been entrusted with 
our community?s future: its 
young people. 

We constantly monitor 
enrollment levels and 

classroom sizes. Our student 
population has increased 28 
percent since 2008, a growth 
rate that?s actually larger than Brownsburg?s. In 

fact, we?re one of just 20 Indiana school 
districts that grew by more than 20 percent 
over that time. 

Two years ago, we asked a professional 
demographer to study our enrollment trends. 

She confirmed that growth will continue at a 
fairly steady rate for the foreseeable future. 
The demographer also noted that our growth 
has lagged behind the number of new homes, 

because many of the people moving to 

Plainfield are empty-nesters. While most of 
our increase should happen at the middle and 
high school levels, where we currently have 
adequate space, we?re nearing capacity at the 

elementary level.  

Our planning isn?t limited to enrollment 
numbers. We?re even more concerned with 
what our students are learning. We have to 

adapt to constantly changing state and federal 
requirements, but remain focused on ensuring 
that our teachers and classrooms prepare 
students for success as adults. Beyond 

academics, the arts, and 

athletics, that includes planning 
for the emotional support 
students need. 

Growth may be inevitable, but 

we don?t want to lose that sense 
of personal involvement that our 
students and families have come 
to expect. As we create spaces 
like The Imagination Lab and add 

new teachers and staff to our 
team, we want Plainfield Schools 
to continue to be a place where 

employees and volunteers have the 

opportunity to get to know our students well, 
and where our students feel like the adults 
genuinely care about them and their needs. 
That doesn?t happen without careful thought 
and planning.  

So it really isn?t a matter of when the School 
Board will start planning. For us, planning has 
been an ongoing part of our role and a critical 
component in ensuring that we deliver the 

quality and success our community expects.

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

PLAINFIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION

Jessica Elst on
School Board
President

We are constantly 
looking years and 
even decades into the 
future. After all, we?ve 
been entrusted with 
our community?s 
future: its young 
people. 



relationship to 

Plainfield High 

School. And they 

are eager to 

build on that by 

providing 

financial 

support to 

students, in 

hopes that they 

might enjoy the 

same kinds of 

experiences we 

did all those 

years ago."

Since that initial idea and their 45th reunion, the 

Class of '68 has raised more than $63,000 for 

students attending PHS. The monies are 

directed to the Student Assistance Counselor, 

who works closely with Wendt to assure the 

spending remains in line with their intentions.

For example, the anonymous support has paid 

for school meals, activity fees and last-minute 

travel needs (such as when a group earns a trip 

to Nationals), dual-credit expenses, prom 

tickets, serious medical issues, payment of 

utility bills, clothing, and even help when 

students are kicked out of their homes. 

While they never set a goal of $50,000 by the 

50th, they've surpassed their wildest dreams.  

The loss of classmates, including Nelson in 

2014, is a stark reminder of how precious each 

day is. For this group, their generosity and love 

for PHS has literally changed lives. 

www.plainfield.k12.in.us   |   JUN 2018

Re unio n f o r  a Re aso n
In 1968, Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 

and Bobby 

Kennedy were 

assassinated.  

The average cost 

of a new house 

was less than 

$15,000 and the 

average annual 

salary was  

$7,850. When the 

190 members of 

the PHS Class of 

1968 walked 

across the stage to collect their diplomas, 

litt le did they know their generosity would 

become legacy.

Five years ago, while planning their 45th class 

reunion, classmates Carol Wendt and Charlie 

Nelson talked about what brought friends 

back every five years. They decided it was 

time to switch things up a bit, and came up 

with "Reunion for a Reason." That reason? 

The PHS Student Assistance Fund.

Wendt and Nelson pitched the idea to their 

classmates by promising that any donations 

made above the cost of a reunion ticket 

would go to the fund, and would support PHS 

students as they develop confidence, 

competence and healthy relationships.  

The first donation they received was for 

$2400, leaving Wendt and Nelson speechless. 

"What we discovered," explained Wendt, "is 

that our classmates continue to feel a strong 

Members of the Class of '68, left - right: Carol Wendt, Charlie Morris, 
Jane Coe, Debbie and John Anderson 



decorum and history, 
and it 's not unusual 
for students to carry 
24 credit hours most 
semesters.

In addition, every 
student attending one 
of the military 
academies must 
participate in some 
form of athletics. 
Mason plans to walk 
on to the football 

team, while Sean will probably pursue one of 
several intramural opportunities. As a local Air 
Force recruiter explained, "the military 
operates on what they call the 'pillars of 
balanced life.' Academics, athletics, leadership 
and military training all work together to 
prepare these young people for their most 
successful futures."

Both young men expressed excitement and 
gratitude for their appointments. And their 
parents? Tremendous pride, but also the 
ability to objectively look back and see a path 
that led to this point. From choosing the more 
challenging classes, to learning at an early age 
to master time management, to developing a 
strong sense of personal discipline, Mason 
and Sean have arrived at a logical point in 
their personal journeys. 

While they represent the top five to ten 
percent of their peers nationwide, their 
success hasn't really surprised anyone who 
knows them well. As they move on, family, 
friends, teachers, and neighbors are 
encouraged to stay in touch via cards and 
letters. The path will become more difficult, 
but everyone who knows Mason and Sean 
has every confidence in their success.  ?

t w o  appo int e d  t o  ac ad e mie s
After 11 months of 
applications, essays and 
hard work, 2018 PHS 
graduates Mason Burgess 
and Sean Rogers have 
accepted appointments 
to two of our nation's 
military academies. 

Burgess will report to the 
Air Force Academy on 
June 28 to begin Basic 
Cadet Training, more 
casually known as BEAST. 
Following the six-week training, he will begin his 
academic program, pursuing a career in 
computer engineering, with his ultimate plan to 
become an Air Force pilot. 

Rogers checks into West Point on July 1 for his 
own six weeks of BEAST, Army-style. When the 
academic year begins, Rogers plans to major in 
Chemistry, with long-range plans to pursue 
something in the medical field.

Appointments to the military academies are the 
result of a strenuous application process, but 
begin years in advance with education, athletics, 
leadership experience and family support. 
Ultimately, acceptance is dependent on a 
nomination from one of three United States 
elected officials from your home state: in this 
case, either Senator Joe Donnelly, Senator Todd 
Young, or Representative Todd Rokita. 

Being nominated to a military academy is a 
tremendous honor, but in many ways the hard 
work is just beginning. Considered among the 
best educational programs in the country means 
you're competing against the best students. 
Combine that with the additional obligations 
and courses relating to military education, 

Mason Burgess, his parents, and Sean Rogers, with 
his family, are all smiles as they celebrate their Air 
Force and West Point appointments 
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DID YOU KNOW?  This year 's Teacher of the Year honorees, by 
school, include Rachel Freeman, PHS; Shauna McLaughlin, PCMS; 
Rachel Landis, Brentwood; Courtney Carmichael, Central; Ann 
Mennonno, Clarks Creek, and Diana Lautenschlager, Van Buren.

Your 2019 Plainfield Teacher of the Year is Clarks Creek 2nd 
grade teacher Ann Mennonno! 

In addition to her second-grade classroom, Ann is the English 
Language Learner (ELL) lead for Clarks Creek. With more than 
50 ELL students in the school, Ann works with other teachers 
to ensure a culture of empathy and understanding as these 
young minds absorb, learn and master the English language.

Plainfield is rich with accomplished, passionate educators. As 
Ann goes on to compete for Indiana's 2019 Teacher of the 
Year, we feel confident that she will be a formidable 
candidate, but regardless, we are thrilled to call her one of 
our own!

Three long-time members of 
the PCSC family moved into 
retirement when the last 
school bells rang this year, 
taking 99 years of experience 
and memories with them. We 
wish Chris Cavanaugh (PHS, 
US History), Rachelle Mogg 
(Central, 2nd grade), and Jackie 
Sprowl (PHS, Math) all the best 
as they begin their next 
chapter of adventures.

Co ng r at ul at io ns, r e t ir e e s

2019 Te ac he r  o f  t he  Ye ar

Left to right: Rachelle Mogg, Chris Cavanaugh and Jackie Sprowl.



Le g ac y Fo und at io n

The vision of the Plainfield Community Schools 
Legacy Foundation is to provide a legacy to 
enrich the educational experiences of all 
students in the Plainfield Community School 
Corporation. Through fundraising and 
donations, the foundation is able to award 
grants to Plainfield teachers each semester, to 
assist in their classroom activities. 

This spring, the foundation awarded the 
following grants which totaled nearly $2800.

Cent ral: Courtney Carmichael, Storybook STEM
Van Buren: Shelby Pineda, Classroom Book a 
Day
Plainf ield Com m unit y Middle School:
Jordan Schonegg, Modeling Instructional Tools
Denise Williams, Through the Eyes of Others: 
Using VR Glasses to Explore the World
Karen Smith, Motivating Reluctant Readers 
through Graphic Novels
Elissa Van Leer, Photography Club

These and many other grants are made possible by 
the generous support of alumni and the Plainfield 
community. Trivia Night, Staff Appreciation yard 
signs, and the Harlem Wizards basketball game 
represent the group's primary fundraisers.

The Quaker Imagineers, representing students in grades 
5-12, worked together to design and build Qira the Robot, 
thanks to a $10,000 Legacy Foundation grant.


