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January 24, 2022 
 

Dear Center Cass Families - 
 

Although the pandemic has not officially been moved to an endemic, there were several signs of optimism 
last week through the weekend. 
 
A)  IDPH and DCHD are loosening reporting 

requirements.  For the first time since the start 
of the pandemic, District 66 is no longer 
required to report cases or close contacts to the 
County or State Health Department. 
 

B) The Omicron spike has passed (evidenced by 
the 7-day rolling average chart from DCHD from 
last Friday).  With DCHD no longer requiring 
schools to report positive cases, I am not sure 
how representative future graphs from DCHD 
will be; thus, you will not be receiving the graph 
to the right in future communications. 

 

C) IDPH and DCHD no longer require school districts to send parent notification letters on close contacts or 
positive cases (unless there is an outbreak).  As a result, District 66 will no longer be sending notifications 
of positive cases or close contacts.  Instead, District 66 has created a COVID dashboard that will be 
updated every 24 hours with new cases, at which school, and at which grade levels.  Please continue to 
report positive cases to the school nurse so we can maintain safety and an accurate dashboard.  You 
may refer to the Dashboard anytime at the bottom of the District 66 COVID page under Other Resources. 

 

D) Renowned medical experts and institutions (Harvard, President’s COVID Task Force, and Yale to name a 
few) shared that we could be moving into a new phase, one where the virus weakens and loses its grip 
on societal practices; however, they also shared that we should continue mitigations until the infectious 
disease experts and medical community believe it is safe.  Therefore, for now, District 66 will continue to 
follow guidance from CDC, IDPH, and DCHD. 

 

E) As a public school, we are required to follow the guidance and mandates from the Illinois State Board of 
Education, Illinois-DuPage Departments of Public Health, and the Governor’s Office.  Although there 
have been challenges to the Governor’s mask mandates and IDPH quarantine mandates, District 66 is 
required to follow the State mandates currently in place, unless the Illinois Supreme Court (not a lower 
court) overrules the guidance.   

 

Thanks for your cooperation this morning.  Everyone showed great patience.  The weather delayed busses 
and drop offs a few minutes, but everyone arrived safely and we had a great start to the week.  Stay warm! 

 

Sincerely - 
 

Dr. Wise  
Superintendent of Schools 

https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/d1706e76-8bef-4e74-97ef-38f7cf8eec55/page/fckjC
https://www.ccsd66.org/page/covid-updates
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/01/optimism-on-omicron-shift-from-pandemic-to-endemic/
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/01/21/world/omicron-covid-vaccine-tests/white-house-official-says-the-us-is-moving-toward-a-time-when-covid-wont-be-a-constant-crisis
https://www.advisory.com/daily-briefing/2022/01/24/omicron-future

