














































































































































































FACILITIES  

 

1. The Board of Education acknowledges that permission has been or will be granted for the use of school facilities as listed 

below: 

 

School 

Requested 

Name Agency/ 

Group 

Location 

Requested 

Date(s) 

Needed 

Time(s) 

Needed 

Purpose Fee 

Y/N 

RFA 
Jeffrey 

Loope 

Alzheimer’s Assoc.  

CNY Chapter 

Gym & 

Grounds at 

front 

entrance 

9/25/2021 7 AM-3 PM 

Utica/Rome 

Walk to End 

Alzheimer's 

N 

Staley 
Marc 

Bookman 
First Student 

Outside 

Grounds 
8/21/2021 10 AM-2 PM Bus Event N 

 

 



Summer 2021

LEAP 444 Program

July 12-August 5
The LEAP 444 Program
was held at Staley
Elementary School
during the 2021 summer.

The program serviced
students that just
finished kindergarten
through fifth grades.

Seventeen classrooms
had the support of a
teaching assistant for
part or most of the four
hour school day.

Students were also able
to participate in music,
art and physical
education at least once
per week.  In addition,
guidance counselors
taught SEL lessons in
classrooms through a
collaborative approach.

Teachers utilized various
technologies, stem
activities and online
learning programs as
part of their curriculum.

This newsletter is just a
highlight of some of the
activities and
experiences the students
participated in during
the four week program.

Kindergarten
Exciting things have happened in kindergarten this summer.
Kindergarten has worked hard on reading, writing, math, and
science skills. In math we’ve practiced counting, skip counting by
ten, greater than/less than/equal to, as well as some addition and
subtraction. In ELA we’ve reviewed letter names and the sounds
they make, some CVC words, practiced our handwriting, and read a
fiction and nonfiction book together. In science some classes
studied caterpillars and fish. Below students participated in read
alouds to their classmates as well as working on reading and math
with their chromebooks.

When it wasn’t raining, students were able to read words and write
with chalk outside in the courtyard.



LEAP STAFF:
Coordinators
Jodi Marchione
Dawn Harvey

Secretary
Ms. Bialobreski

Counselors
Ashley Lewis
Joe Renzi

Kindergarten
Ms. B. Miller
Ms. C. Miller
Ms. Ruscito
Mrs. Staats
Ms. Orton
Ms. VanLieshout

First Grade
Mrs. Carey-Smith
Mrs. Carey-Thompson
Mrs. McAuslan
Ms. Pomento
Ms. Velardi
Ms. Adams

Second Grade
Mr. Hand
Mrs. Pogozelski
Mrs. Wright
Ms. Gaffney
Mrs. Kennedy
Mr. Williams

Third Grade
Ms. Clark
Ms. Fairbrother
Mrs. Stalder

Fourth Grade
Ms. Calandra
Ms. Closinski
Mrs. Cole

Fifth Grade
Ms. Guiliano
Ms. Darangelo

Art- Ms. Pylman
Music- Ms. Anderson
PE- Coach Philo

Students also learned about the plant life cycle
and parts of a plant. The kindergarten teachers
are sad to see their students go, but so excited for
them to continue on to 1st grade in the fall! Enjoy
the rest of your summer break!

One kindergarten class
went on a scavenger
hunt around the school
grounds. They made
and used a camera
made out of
construction paper to
take their pictures.
Several students and
adults also participated
in crazy hair day for
Spirit Week.

First Grade
First Grade has LEAPed into learning this summer! Students have
been working hard on phonics, reading, writing, and math. STEM
activities are woven into our learning throughout the day. Classes
have also been reading our One District, One Book "Stella Diaz Has
Something to Say". We are ready for Second Grade!

During Spirit Week, first graders in one
classroom earned the reward of decorating
their teacher’s hair with pipe cleaners. Wow,
we might have some future cosmetology
students in the making!



During last week of
the LEAP 444
Program, students
were offered
popsicles during
lunch time as a
special treat.
Students also
participated in Spirit
Week and read Rising
Grade books. The
Rome Fire
Department even
came to read a part of
the book Stella Diaz
Has Something to
Say to the fourth
graders.

Second Grade
Our second graders, who will be entering
3rd grade in the fall, have been busy
doing a lot of learning in these few short
weeks of the program. The students are
having fun all while reviewing skills that
will prepare them for the next school
year. During these four weeks, students
have been reviewing math skills such as
place value, addition and subtraction,
arrays and working on Zearn. In reading,
students have been working on
phonological awareness, phonics and
reading comprehension questions.
Students have been working on personal narratives in writing and
creating recipes to then recreate at home with their families. Also,
students have been able to learn a little about robots while working
on their solarbot activities. Overall, the summer is flying by but the
students are soaring!

Third Grade
Students conducted their solarbot

experiment. As an introduction to this
mini unit, our class focused on the spider
species, as prey and predators. We read

facts from our science journals about five
different spider species (Ladybug Mimic
Spider, Wheel Spider, Jumping Spider,

Sequined Spider, and Camel Spider) and
also watched a few videos to see the

spiders in their natural habitat! We then
conducted an experiment using

solarbots. Our class worked with partners to
create a solarbot with the ultimate body

armor to shield themselves from
predators. This was a great team building
experience! After reading parts of Stella

Diaz Has Something to Say, students
used Kahoot to answer comprehension

questions.



Fourth Grade
This summer we are working hard preparing ourselves for fifth grade   in the fall! We are busy every day

sharpening our math, reading, and writing skills. Math is all about place value and multiplying and
dividing. We have spent time learning how to use a place value chart and a multiplication chart… These
resources will be our “math best friends” next year! For reading and writing, we are working on building
on our reading comprehension skills and writing about what we are reading. We are currently reading

Stella Diaz Has Something to Say by Angela Dominguez. The Rome Fire Department even came to
read part of the book to the students. We are learning all about our main character, Stella, a girl who is

from Mexico. Stella loves ocean animals so we are also learning more about the ocean biome and some
of the most popular marine animals. We have worked hard, learned lots, and have had fun!

Fifth Grade
Rising 6th graders (5th grade
class) had a fun "snowball fight"
the first week of school.  The
"snowballs" had "Get To Know
You" questions on them, so after
the fight we read and answered
the questions together. It was a
fun way to start the summer! We
have been working on some

pretty fun reading with Wayside School books, interesting
articles about solar panels, energy, crickets, and more. We
are brushing up on our math skills with practice using
decimals in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Using the dice and whiteboards makes it
that much more fun!  We even get to create our own solarbot cricket! Science is cool!

Specials
Over the course of the 4 week summer
program, kindergarten, 1st, & 2nd
grade music classes are practicing
their music skills by playing classroom
instruments, dancing, and creating
music. Students even created their
own instruments to take home.
3rd, 4th, & 5th grade music classes are
playing with classroom instruments,
bucket drumming, and boom
whacking their way through the
summer program. They are also playing songs on xylophones and metallophones
as well as creating their own music.



In Art Class, students in first grade art class used watercolors to paint their
ducks. Some students used crayons to color in different sections. The art
students were busy being creative and
painting up a storm. We learned about how
special this school is here at Staley. Every
year a momma duck flies into the courtyard
and has her babies under a big tree. They
are protected by our students from outside
forces. We learned about ducks and their
structural adaptations, as well as predators.
We watched a video clip that was on the
news of our proud momma duck walking
through the halls of Staley while all the
children lined the halls to witness this
beautiful unique experience.

In P.E. students have been
having a blast playing some
of their favorite games. In
addition to having fun and
getting exercise, students
have been working on their
teamwork, communication,
decision making and
problem solving skills.
Remember to get 30-60
minutes of physical activity
a day!

LEAP 444 Summer Program Staff

The 444 Team would like to thank the Staley custodians, secretary and administrative team for
accommodating our program. Our 444 team worked hard to meet the needs of all of their students,

create fun learning experiences and incorporated learning through technology and stem related
activities. This team worked hard all summer and went above and beyond to make the educational

experiences for students rich and meaningful!

The LEAP 444 Coordinators, Jodi Marchione and Dawn Harvey, would like to thank the RCSD for
providing this exceptional administrative experience.




