
Talent Development Services Program 
 

  Enrichment Warms One Up  
 

 Winter SOAR 2022  
 

Face-to-Face & Virtual Classes 
 

All registrations are “LIVE” Monday, January 24th @6:30PM 
 

Please be sure the dates will work for you schedule as there are NO refunds. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

*****Sponsored by the Talent Development Services Program***** 
 
  



Talent Development Services Program 
 

American Girl Doll Tea 
Winter SOAR 2022 

 

 
 
 
No matter which type of doll or stuffed animal is your “BFF”, they'll surely want to join you for an evening tea 
time! Dress yourself and your “guest” in your fanciest and most festive tea outfits (if you have any American 
Girl novels, grab your favorites) and join us for a cozy evening chat. We’ll take a walk through the toys and 
dolls we’ve grown up loving, plus a few new dolls and stuffed animals that came into production in recent years 
as well. There will also be some fun facts shared about the history of dolls and toys beloved by children through 
time.  
 
The tea and biscuit kits will be provided before the event for students to enjoy. Please report all food allergies 
when registering your student. 
 
 
Tea will be served on Thursday, January 27, 2022 at 7:00-7:45pm. 
 
 

Target Grades: Grades 2-4  LIMIT is 15 students   Cost: $10  
 

Location: Class will meet in “LIVE” time via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class begins. 
 
 
 
Mrs. Simak is the Speech-Language Pathologist at Congress Park School. She's a huge fan of Starbucks, 
peanut butter, cooking & baking, exercise & yoga, and spending time with her husband, toddler son, and dog! 
  



 
Talent Development Services Program 

 
Babysitting 101 

Winter SOAR 2022 
  

 
 
This class is aimed at our junior high and high school students. Excited to begin your adventures in 
babysitting, but unsure of where to start and what to learn first? This is the class that will turn you into the most 
knowledgeable, sought-after babysitter in town! Topics will include: feeding, playtime, tantrums, emergency 
scenarios, and bedtimes. PLUS, as a bonus, you will receive a set of engaging “kid-friendly” activities to keep 
young children entertained for hours! 
 
 

Class meets TWICE on Tuesday, March 1st and Tuesday, March 8th from 7:15PM - 8:15PM on Zoom. 
 

Target Grades: Grades 6 - 10 LIMIT is 15 students   Cost: $19  
 

Location: Class will meet in “LIVE” time via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class begins. 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Simak is the Speech-Language Pathologist at Congress Park School. She's a huge fan of Starbucks, 
peanut butter, cooking & baking, exercise & yoga, and spending time with her husband, toddler son, and dog! 
 



Talent Development Services Program 

 
Chess Challenge 
Winter SOAR 2022 

  

 
 
This class will involve everything chess! We'll be starting off our meetings with a few quick tactic warmups 
before moving into games against each other and finishing off with some lessons and going over some of those 
games. All experience levels are welcome; however, it is recommended that everyone knows how to play the 
basic rules before signing up! We will be using free accounts on the website chesskid.com in order to conduct 
all of our games, and all account information will be taken care of and emailed out before our first meeting. 
 
 
Class meets February 3rd, February 10th, February 17th, and February 24th for a total of four sessions, from 
6PM – 7PM. 

. 
Target Grades: Grades 4-8  LIMIT is 12 students   Cost: $29  

 
Location: Class will meet in “LIVE” time via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class begins. 

 
 
 
 
Casimir Kash is a current student at Emory University. He has been playing chess ever since elementary 
school and has been running clubs and private tutoring since high school. 
 

 
  



Talent Development Services Program 
 
Digital Book Club #1 (The Last Book in the Universe) 

Winter SOAR 2022  
 

 
 

Book clubs are all the reading rage among likeminded people. Have you been looking for a group to share your 
passion for an excellent story? Well, Mrs. Melberg has set the literary stage for D102 once again! Under her 
leadership (or should we say READERSHIP), Mrs. Melberg is offering more of her favorite books that could 
just turn out to become two of yours.  
 
The Last Book in the Universe: In a world where people only use mind probes for entertainment, a teenaged boy 
is one of the rare human beings who can see life for what it really is. Cruelly nicknamed "Spaz", he is subject to 
random seizures that make it impossible for him to use the brain-drain tech. But what sets him apart eventually 
becomes his salvation. After meeting an old man called Ryter, Spaz begins to learn about how the world used to 
be before the catastrophic earthquake that changed everything. There is a story of a promised land, rich in its 
bounties, that can cure any ailment and more beautiful than any place left in the desolate wasteland humanity 
calls home. The two set off to find Eden in the hopes of saving Spaz's dying sister, and together, seek to bring 
some good back to the world.   
 
The class meets on February 16, February 23, and March 2 from 6:30PM -7:30PM, for three sessions. 

 
 

Target Grades: Incoming 5-8  LIMIT is 30 students per novel Cost $29 (includes book) 
 
Location: Guided Remote through Google sites and Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class 
begins 
 
 
Mrs. Melberg is one of the Talent Development Services Program teachers at Cossitt School. She is a big fan 
of reading, and loves sharing novels with people of all ages.  



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Digital Book Club #2 (Freak the Mighty) 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 

Book clubs are all the reading rage among likeminded people. Have you been looking for a group to share your 
passion for an excellent story? Well, Mrs. Melberg has set the literary stage for D102 once again! Under her 
leadership (or should we say READERSHIP), Mrs. Melberg is offering more of her favorite books that could 
just turn out to become two of yours.  
 
Freak the Mighty: Two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage giant and a tiny Einstein in leg 
braces – forge a unique friendship when they pair up to create one formidable human force. A wonderful story 
of triumph over imperfection, shame, and loss. Check with Commonsense.org to see if this book is a good fit 
for your reader.   
 
The class meets on March 9th, March 16th, and March 23rd from 6:30PM -7:30PM, for three sessions. 
 
 

Target Grades: Incoming 5-8  LIMIT is 30 students per novel  Cost $29 (includes book) 
 
 
Location: Guided Remote through Google sites and Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class 
begins. 
 
Mrs. Melberg is one of the Talent Development Services Program teachers at Cossitt School. She is a big fan 
of reading, and loves sharing novels with people of all ages.  

  



Talent Development Services Program 
 
Digital Book Club #3 (The Young Man and the Sea) 

Winter SOAR 2022 
  

 
 

Book clubs are all the reading rage among likeminded people. Have you been looking for a group to share your 
passion for an excellent story? Well, Mrs. Melberg has set the literary stage for D102 once again! Under her 
leadership (or should we say READERSHIP), Mrs. Melberg is offering more of her favorite books that could 
just turn out to become two of yours.  
 
The Young Man and the Sea: Twelve-year-old Skiff Beaman's mom just died, and his fisherman dad is too 
depressed to drag himself off the couch and go to work. So these days Skiff has to take care of everything 
himself. But when his dad's boat sinks, Skiff discovers it will cost thousands to buy a new engine. Skiff's lobster 
traps won't earn him enough, but there are bigger fish in the sea -- bluefin tuna. If he can catch one of those 
monster fish, Skiff just might save the boat -- and his family.   
 
The class meets on April 13th, April 20th, and April 27th from 6:30PM -7:30PM, for three sessions. 
 
 

Target Grades: Incoming 5-8  LIMIT is 30 students per novel  Cost $29 (includes book) 
 
 
Location: Guided Remote through Google sites and Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class 
begins. 
 
Mrs. Melberg is one of the Talent Development Services Program teachers at Cossitt School. She is a big fan 
of reading, and loves sharing novels with people of all ages.  



Talent Development Services Program 

 
Let’s Focus on Mindfulness 

Winter SOAR 2022 
  

 
 
 
This class is targeting older students. Come find peace of mind as you wind down right after a busy school 
day. Learn how to listen to your mind and recenter your thoughts to be your “best self”. A yoga mat and/or 
towel along with comfortable, stretchy lounge clothes are recommended. A quiet space that allows you to give 
100% focus to YOU to join the Zoom meeting is required! 
 
 

Class meets TWICE on Tuesday, February 15th and Tuesday, February 22nd from 3:45PM - 4:15PM on 
Zoom. 

 
Target Grades: Grades 5 – 8  LIMIT is 12 students   Cost: $19  

 
Location: Class will meet in “LIVE” time via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class begins. 

 
 
 
Mrs. Simak is the Speech-Language Pathologist at Congress Park School. She's a huge fan of Starbucks, 
peanut butter, cooking & baking, exercise & yoga, and spending time with her husband, toddler son, and dog! 



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Math Attack 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
 
Are you looking for fun alternative ways to practice math and logical thinking? Throughout this course, 
students will learn a number of math and logic games such as Mancala, KenKen, and more! During each session 
students will be introduced to a new math or logic game/activity as well as be provided with time to practice 
and play. In addition, each week students will receive additional links and resources to help them learn and 
practice more math and logic games.  
 
Class meets February 7th, February 14th, February 21st, February 28th, & March 7th, for a total of five sessions, 
from 4:30PM – 5:15PM. 
 

Target Grades:  3-5  LIMIT is 20 students  Cost $39 
 
Location: Classes will meet in “LIVE” time via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class begins.  
 
Mrs. Raggio is a Talent Development Services Program teacher for LaGrange District 102. Mrs. Raggio has a 
Bachelors in Education, as well as a Masters in Curriculum and Development. She also holds a Gifted Teacher 
certification. Mrs. Raggio has worked with 3rd-6th grade advanced academic students in Math and Language 
Arts for the last nine years. Mrs. Raggio loves creating fun and engaging materials for students and igniting a 
passion for learning. When she isn't working, Mrs. Raggio spends time with her husband, her daughter Olivia 
(almost 2 years old), her newborn son, Ryan, her dog Bailey, and her cat, Puka. Fun Fact: Puka is a Latvian 
name which translates roughly to dust/puff ball. Mrs. Raggio's first language was actually Latvian and she 
speaks it fluently.  
 
  



 

Talent Development Services Program 
 

Math Attack – The Next Step 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
 
Are you looking for EVEN MORE fun alternative ways to practice math and logical thinking? Throughout this 
course, students will learn all new math and logic games! During each session students will be introduced to a 
new math or logic game/activity as well as be provided with time to practice and play. In addition, each week 
students will receive additional links and resources to help them learn and practice more math and logic games.  
 
This class is appropriate for a Math Attack first-timer OR the student who has taken Math Attack. 
 
Class meets February 8th, February 15th, February 22nd, March 1st, and March 8th,  for a total of five sessions, 
from 4:30PM – 5:15PM. 
 

Target Grades:  3-5  LIMIT is 20 students  Cost $39 
 
Location: Classes will meet in “LIVE” time via Zoom. The Zoom link will be emailed before the class begins.  
 
Mrs. Raggio is a Talent Development Services Program teacher for LaGrange District 102. Mrs. Raggio has a 
Bachelors in Education, as well as a Masters in Curriculum and Development. She also holds a Gifted Teacher 
certification. Mrs. Raggio has worked with 3rd-6th grade advanced academic students in Math and Language 
Arts for the last nine years. Mrs. Raggio loves creating fun and engaging materials for students and igniting a 
passion for learning. When she isn't working, Mrs. Raggio spends time with her husband, her daughter Olivia 
(almost 2 years old), her newborn son, Ryan, her dog Bailey, and her cat, Puka. Fun Fact: Puka is a Latvian 
name which translates roughly to dust/puff ball. Mrs. Raggio's first language was actually Latvian and she 
speaks it fluently.  

 



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Poetry of the Civil War 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
 
Welcome to “Poetry of the Civil War”! In this on-line guided enrichment class, you will be exposed to a 
variety of poetry from this dark period in our history. There will also be a backdrop of historical context to help 
you better understand the poems. The purpose of this on-line unit is to provide you with an engaging and 
thoughtful literary experience. It is intended to make you think beyond the literal level of what you read. Mrs. 
Kuehnle will lead you through creative and critical thinking through Google Classroom. Specific key targets for 
this class are: exposure to high quality literature, open-ended questions, concept-based connections, multiple 
perspectives, focused discussions, and taking risks. The class culminates with you getting the opportunity to 
compose an original period poem.       
 
The class is self-paced, but it is scheduled to end on July 29, 2022. Mrs. Kuehnle will provide feedback on 
assignments. Our plan is to have a face-to-face session when we return to school, so we can all meet in 
person and poems can be shared “live”! 
 

Target Grades:  Grades 6-7  NO LIMIT of students  Cost $49 
 
Location: Guided Remote through Google classroom (Note: an optional face-to-face meeting, will be 
scheduled in early Fall 2022, if it is safe to do so!) Class will go “LIVE’ on March 7th. 
 
Mrs. Kuehnle enjoys the poems in this unit because they not only embody a theme, but the writer conveys this 
message through literary techniques such as imagery, figurative language, meter, and rhyme. These historical 
poems also illustrate a mood that transports the reader back into the past, so he/she can experience the time 
period.  



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Sign with the Times 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
This class will focus on learning the elements of sign language. American Sign language (ASL) is used by over 
70 million people in the world! It is believed to be over 200 years old, and as a language, it is completely 
separate and distinct from English. Highlights will include: the manual alphabet, finger spelling people’s names, 
numbers, current/new signs, and carrying on a conversation. Come let your hands and facial expressions do the 
talking! 
 
The class is differentiated, so if you have taken it before, accommodations and extensions are used.  
 
Class meets on February 3rd & February 10th, for a total of two sessions, from 6PM – 7:30PM. 
 
 

Target Grades:  5-8  LIMIT is 12 students  Cost $29 
 
Location: Park Junior High (enter through the main entrance – Door 1) 
 
Mrs. Egan has enjoyed a teaching career the past 18 years at Park Junior High. Her love of sign language 
occurred at the age of 9 when she first met her Great Aunt and Uncle who were deaf, and she could not 
communicate with them. Since then, Mrs. Egan has learned American Sign Language, trained as an interpreter, 
and has taught sign language classes. She can't wait for students to join her class and learn this wonderful 
language. 
  



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Story Explorers 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
 
Calling First and Second Graders! Roll up your sleeves and join the fun in exploring stories from many different 
angles and perspectives. We will read picture books and tell stories. We will investigate themes, ideas, and 
inspiration from our readings with interactive exercises, art, crafts, and play.  
 
Class meets February 3rd, February 10th, February 17th, and February 24th for a total of four sessions, from 
6PM – 7:15PM. 
 
 

Target Grades:  1-2  LIMIT is 14 students  Cost $59 
 
Location: Park Junior High (enter through the main entrance – Door 1) 
 
Sarah Hammond is an author for young people and has published books for teens and younger readers in the 
United Kingdom. For almost a decade Sarah worked as a lawyer in London. However, following her lifelong 
dream to write fiction, her first teen book was published by OUP, shortlisted for four awards, and described as 
‘a terrific debut novel’ by the Bookseller. A recent British expat, Sarah is looking forward to sharing her love of 
writing and stories in her new home in La Grange. Find out more about her at www.sarahhammond.org 
 
 
  



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Valentine’s STEM 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
 
Attention scientists! Join us for a night of STEM stations and read aloud. Together we will explore your 
engineering skills with candy heart stack races. We will also test your chemistry skills with candy hearts.  
 
 
Class meets ONCE on February 10th, from 6PM – 7PM. 
 
 

Target Grades:  K-1  LIMIT is 15 students  Cost $15 
 
Location: Park Junior High (enter through the main entrance – Door 1) 
 
Ms. Hayden is a kindergarten teacher at Congress Park. In her free time, she enjoys spending time outside with 
her family and dog or curled up with hot coffee and a good science fiction book.   
 
  



Talent Development Services Program 
 

Winter STEM 
Winter SOAR 2022  

 

 
 
 
Attention scientists! Are you ready to explore how animals stay warm in the winter? Are you prepared for the 
challenge of building a structure to withstand blizzard winds? Can you predict what floats and sinks?  
 
Join us for a night of STEM stations and read aloud. 
 
 
 
Class meets ONCE on February 24th, from 6PM – 7PM. 
 
 

Target Grades:  K-1  LIMIT is 15 students  Cost $15 
 
Location: Park Junior High (enter through the main entrance – Door 1) 
 
Ms. Hayden is a kindergarten teacher at Congress Park. In her free time, she enjoys spending time outside with 
her family and dog or curled up with hot coffee and a good science fiction book.   
 


